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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1881. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes and Divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



January . . . . 



February . . . 



March 



April 



May 



June 



July 



SEX. 



Males . . . . 
Females . 
Total . . . . 



Males. . . . 
Females . 
Total . . . . 



Males. . . . 
Females . 
Total . . . . 



Males . . . . 
Females . 
Total 



Males . . . . 
Females . 
Total ... 



Males 

Females . 
Total . . . . 



Males. . . . 
Females . 
Total 



GG 
O 



DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 



272; 
2541 

526; 



266 
218 
484 



282 
242 
524 



273 
260 
533 



280 
288 
568 



280 
280 
560 



312 

297 
609 



a 
o 

2 

CO 



9 
10 
19 



14 



10 

8 

18 



8 

14 
22 



8 

14 
22 



9 
13 
22 



12 
10 
22 



a 

a 
c 



a 



13 
10 
23 



17 
21 
38 



23 

18 
41 



18 
17 
35 



25 
23 

48 



d 

o 
o 

a 



10 
10 

20; 



8 25 11 
6 14! 8 



39 19 



14 5 
16 3 
30 8 



6 

5 

11 



7 

7 

14 



4 

7 
11 



4 
3 

7 



>» 

o 

■*■» 

a 

a> 

jz; 



21 
14 
35 



121 
15 

27 



20 1 
15^ 
35 



7 
13 
20 



15 
14 
29 



14 
12 

26 



15 
13 

28 



d 
d 
o 


• 

o 


o 

PL4 


i 

•a 

> 
o 


100 


106 


96 


100 


196 


206 


87 


112 


68 


96 


155 


208 


95 


120 


84 


100 


179 


220 


92 


125 


84 


107 


176 


232 


94 


111 


93 


130 


187 


241 


83 


133 


97 


124 


180 


257 


123 


115 


123 


110 


246 


225 



d 
s 
o 
O 

d 

o 

*j 

to 

a 

s 



13 
14 

27 



11 
11 

22 



18 
16 
34 



18 
16 
34 



22 
12 
34 



19 
10 
29 



18 
15 
33 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1881.— Q)nlinued. 





SEX. 




DIVISIONS OF THB STATE. 


MONTHS. 






6 




i 




i 






1 


1 


& 


1 


f 


s 


5 


i 






i 


s 










I 






S 


£ 


H 


_*_ 


1 


1 


1 


3 


August .... 


Males.. . 


284 


J2 


22 


2 


8 


103 


117 


20 




Females . 


281 


9 


14 





13 


108 


116 


15 




Toliil . . . 


565 


21 


36 


8 


21 


211 


233 


35 


September.. 


Males. . . . 


310 


e 


24 


4 


12 


114 


133 


14 




Females . 


262 


8 


19 


7 


10 


92 


116 


10 




Total . . . 


ora 


17 


44 


11 


^^ 


206 


248 


34 


October .... 


Males. . . . 


300 


12 


19 


7 


18 


107 


140 


6 




Females . 


383 


10 


19 


1 


W 


87 


129 


11 


TobU . . . 


592 


22 


38 


14 


38 


194 


269 


17 


November. . ^f ales. . . . 


325 


7 


21 





10 


122 


139 


11 


Pemalea . 


293 


11 


20 


5 


19 


lie 


105 


17 




Total . . . 


518 


18 


41 


14 


35 


338 


244 


38 


December . . 


Males. . . . 


305 


10 


23 


11 


17 


103 


112 


29 




Females . 


305 


12 


29 


8 


16 


107 


108 


25 




Total . . . 


610 


22 


52 


19 


33 


310 


220 


64 


Whole Year. 


Males. . . . 


3,498 


lU 


245 


80 


175 


1,223 


1,462 


199 


Pemalea . 


3,263 


125 


220 


TO 


174 


1,155 


1,341 


173 




Total . . . 


6,761 


233 


405 


l.'>6 


349 


3,378 


3,803 


371 
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 1881. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State, 



MONTHS. 



January 

February 

Mai'ch 

First Quarter. . . . 

May 

June * . . 

Second Quarter. . . 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. . . . 

October 

^November 

December 

Fourth Quarter. . . 



Whole year 



a> 
o 



250 

247 
174 
671 

227 
257 
272 
756 

157 
188 
204 
549 

276 
294 
204 

774 



2,750 



a 

o 
o 

.a 

u 
PQ 



10 



29 



14 



DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 



a 

o 
o 

a 



18 



15 



8 14 



22 47 



13 13 



10 20 



12 26 



35 59 



13 20 



9; 12 



37 



8 



13 22 



8 17 



a 



121 190 



5 



1 



8 



5 



•mm 

o 

u 

o 



a 
o . 

2 



5 75 



10 



13 24 



82 



36 



193 



10 76! 



88 



21 242 



4; 48! 



10 63 



14 61 



71 17 



35 47 17 44 



52 117 



79, 

I 

254 



0) 

u 

a 

I 



117 

112 

81 

310 



114 



6: 78 131 



340 



88 



81 



98 114 



66 
314 



860 1,202 



a 

o 
o 

a 
a 

I 



20 
19 
23 
62 



95 19 



15 



16 



50 



69 10 



19 



13 28, 171 238 33 



18: 77 134 20 



23 
20 
63 



208 



5 

OQ 

o 



205 
209 
160 
574 

228 
243 
234 
705 

209 
166 
255 
630 

259 
344 
257 

860 

2,769 
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TiBLi v.— AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1881. 







AQKSOFWOMKN. 


1 

■s 

1 
1 


AGES OF MEN. 


» ' < U N N 's 

1 , 2 S 1 3 1 2 |2 


3 
3 


s 3 


3 
8 


s 


1 


Under 20 


55 23 




iL. 


..L. 




1 


1 


1 


78 
1,034 








114 385| 261 45 12 . . 

33' 107i 1211 07 31 4 


3 




30 to 35 






5 51 53: 42' 30 


9 
16 
18 

7 
5 

7 

3 






fi 1 








.... i 






1 


1 

2 


3 

C 
3 


1 

6 Si 1 


37 
33 


55 to 60 






e 
■i 

1 
1 


5 4 




65 to 70 








8 


1 
1 2 

1 


13 














1 












1 


■■ 






80 to 85 












1 
















] 






















1 




Wliolo No. Females. 


52] 


1184 


593 


ao3 


lOG 


71 


35 


17 


12 


V 


1 


3,750 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 1881. 
Arramjed hy Months, Sexes, and Divismis of the State. 

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



MONTHS. SEX. 



January . . . Males. . . 

Females. 
Total . 

February . . . Males. . 

Females 
Total. . 

March Males. . 

Females 
Total.. 

April Males. . 

Females 
Total. . 

May Males.. 

Females 
Total. . 

June Males. . 

Females 
Total. . 

July Males.. 

Females 
Total. . 

August . Males. . 

Females 
; Total. . 

September. . Males. . 

Females 
i Total. . 

October. . . . Males. . 

Females 
i Total. . 

November . . Males. . 

Females 
■Total . . 

December. .. Males. . 

Females 
Total. . 

AVhole Year. Males . . 

Females. 
Total... 



9i 



I 



o 



.805 
234 
439 
197 
199 
396 
192 
209 
401 
203 
214 
417, 

207: 

203i 
410 
162 
182, 
344; 
2421 
192 
434 
288' 
288 
576 
193 
221 
414 
226 
200 
426 
168 
206 
374: 
184i 
201 i 
! 385 
,2,467 
; 2,549 
15,016 
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9* 




d 




if» 


s 



a 



• 

a 


c 


• 




. 

> 


Q 
8 


1 



1 

oc 


S 

Q 






a 

► 



1 








9 


1 

5 


6 


£ 


£ 


^ 


12 


75 


85 


13 


8 


22 


7 


12 


74 


105 


6 


20 


31 


12 


18 


149 


190 


19 


12 


10 


8 


9 


63 


82 


13 


6 


16 


2 


7 


78 


82 


8 


18 


26 


10 


16 


141 


164 


21 


9 


5 


9 


10 


68 


84 


7 


11 


6 


7 


18 


60 


89 


18 


20 


11 


16 


28 


128 


173 


25 


10 


15 


3 


11 


60 


89 


15 


7 


12 


2 


9 


63 


111 


10 


17 


27 


5 


20 


123 


200 


25 


3 


18 


7 


10 


63 


100 


6 


6 


12 


10 


12 


60 


95 


8 


9 


30 


17 


22 


123 


195 


14 


8 


13 


3 


6 


53 


73 


6 




13 


4 


5 


56 


89 


8 


15 


26 


7 


11 


109 


162 


14 


8 


19 


10 


18 


80 


97 


10 


2 


12 


4 


6 


64 


99 


5 


10 


31 


14 


24 


144 


196 


15 


17 


23 


5 


14 


92 


122 


15 


11 


22 


5 


20 


117 


102 


11 


28 


45 


10 


34 


209 


224 


26 


13 


10 


3 


13 


70 


72 


12 


8 


8 


4 


19 


87 


88 


7 


21 


18 


7 


32 


157 


160 


19 


12 


9 


7 


9 


84 


89 


16 


5 


18 


4 


9 


69 


73 


22 


17 


27 


11 


18 


153 


162 


38 


7 


14 


6 


6 


50 


73 


12 


10 


21 


3 


9 


72 


80 


11 


17 


35 


9 


15 


122 


153 


23 


5 


23 


4 


9 


52 


81 


10 




9 


5 


6 


71 


85 


18 


12 


32 


•9 


15 


123 


166 


28 


116 


168 


70 


121 


810 


1,047 


135 


88 


171 


57 


132 


871 


1,098 


132 


204 


339 


127 


253 


1,681 


2,145 


267 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1881. 

Shotoing the number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in every 
Town and Division of the Stale; also the ratio of 

Deaths to Population. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OP THB 
STATE. 

Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

West Greenwich 

Warwick 

Kent County 

Jamestown 

Little Compton 

Middletown 

New Shoreham 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Towns, Newport Co. 

Newport City 



Population, 1880. 



Whole 
Number. 



I 



SEX. 



Dbaths, 1881. 



1,359 Males. . . 

Females. 
6,028 Males. . . 

Females. 
4,007, Males. . . 

Females. 
11,394 Males. . . 

' Females. 



4,519 Males j 2.39 108 

Females. 
2,887 Males. . . 

Females. 
1,018 Males. .. 

; Females. 
12,164 Males. .. 

Females. 
20,588; Males... 

Females. 




I 
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1.47 
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15 
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I 
1.65i 339 



459lMales 1.52 

Females. . ' 
l,202|Males....| 1.75 

'Females..! 
1,139 Males 1.32 

Females.. 
l,203|Males....| 1.56 

jFemales. .' 
l,979;Males....: 1.26 

'Females. . I 
2,505 Males. ... 1 1.59 

jFemales..! 
8,487;Males....i 1.49 

Females. . ! 



15,693 



Males 

Females. . 



1.61 



7 
21 
15 
19 
25 
40 
127 
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Taule VII.— deaths, 1881.— Con tinned. 



PoiiTij^TioM, 18H0. I 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OP THE 
STATB. 



Whole ; 

Number. 

I 



SEX. 



Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. 
North Smithfield. . 

Paw tucket 

Scitnate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Towns, Prov. Co. 

Providence City. 

Charles town 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 



South Kingstown. 



Kichmond 

Westerly 

Washington Co.. 



Burrillville 6,714 Males. . . 

Females. 

Cranston 5, 040. Males. . . 

I Females. 

Cumberland I 0,446 Males. . . 

I Females. 

East Providence. . . 5,05G Males. . . 

Females. 

1,652 Males. . . 

Females. 

2,250 Males. . . 

Females. 

5,765 Males. . . 

' Females. 

13,765 Males. . . 

: Females. 

1,467 Males. . . 

IFemales. 

3,088; Males... 

IFemales. 

19,O30:Males... 

IFemales. 

3,810;Males. . . 

I Females. 

3,085, Males... 

i Females. 

16, 050, Males... 

IFemales. 

93,017 Males. . . 

Females. 
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1,117 
1,310 
2,952 
3,949 
5,114 
1,949 
6,104 
22,496 



Males. . . 
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Males. . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Fiemales. 
Males. . . 
Females. 



Deaths, 1881. 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1881.— Continued. 



• • 

B B 


• 



•a 

B 


under 15. 

1 


under 20. 


under 30. 


under 40. 


• 

s 

B 

9 


1 

under 60. | 

1 


under 70. 


under 80. 


kl 

•c 

B 

B 


• 


fl4 


§ s 


B 






-a 

B 


^3 , -d -d 




1 




B 




■S 

00 


CO V 


IS 


o 




S 


§ ^ § s 


s 


g 


s 


S 


• 


2 2 


2! 1 

3 1 


3 

1 
2 


2 
5 

8 


i 2 
2 3, 4 
14 10 12 


6 

1 
6 


3 

1 
10 


4 
4 

6 






2 1 






1 1 


3 


• • • • 


• • • 


6 


/V . . . . 


3 


• • • 


1 


7 


7 13 3 


8 


7 


10 


5 


3 


1 2 


1 


1 


1 


5 


5 4 2 


4 


2 


3 


• m m • 




<v .... 


1 


1 


2 


6 


6 7 4 


5 


3 


6 


1 




....i 2 


1 


• • • • 


2 


3 


3 2, 4 


4 


3 


• • 


• 




....1 .. 


] 


1 


1 
2 


3 
2 


2 3 3 


5 
2 


^ ^ 


2 
1 






...' ] 


I 


1 1 ... 


1 






..*.'•••* 


....1... 




1 


1 2 2 
114 

1 1| 1 


3 

6 
4 


5 
4 

• • • • 


4 
3 
4 






1 


1 1 

' 9 

/V • • • • 




2 
2 




2 1 


1 


'■"2 




1 --- 






1 


14 7 


.q 




1 






• • • • 


• • • • 


•i- * • • • 


2 


1 


3 3 2| 5 


2 


3 


■ « . • 




4 3 


G 2 


5 


7 


12 ll' 4 6 


9 


• • • . 


• • • • 




4 8 


8 6 


9 


15 


8 7; 8 9 


9 


7 


1 


i 


1 1 


1 


• • • • 


• • • • 

1 

1 


1 






• • • . 
1 
3 


1 


. • • • 






1 


1 
4 






1 

2 


1 --- 


1, 1 


• • • • 


• • . . 


l! 

X 1 . • • • 


2 


• • • • 


• • • 


% m • 


-*- • • • • 


1 


1 


1 


3 


1... 


• * • . 


2 


• • • « 


2 


1 


* 4 • • 


4' 3 


13' 3 


3 


12 


ll! 10 12! 15 


11 


9 


1 


• • • • 


6, 3 


6 2 


5 


20 


20, 11| 13 


15 


20 


6 


1 


• • • • 


/w . • • • 


i; 1 


1 


1 


1 l! 4 


5 


3 


4 


• • • • 




• • • • 


1 


1 


2 


3 


3 


2 2 


3 


2 


• • • . 


1 


• • • 


• • • • 






1 


• • . * 


1 


• • • • 


1 1 


1 




4 
2 

7 


4 
4 






.... 






1 


2 2 

81 7 


1 




2 1 


12 


3 


1 


18 


8 


15 


^ . • • • 


7 2 


4 5 


11 


21 


22; 6 13i 6 


5 


8 


A. • • • • 


19 17 


45, 12 


21 


60 


60: 61 61 


67 


62 


37 


5 


6 


27 16 


32 19 


37 


88 


75, 59 


59 


68 


59 


61 


14 


4 


30 22 


4S 17 


32 


106 


79, 85 


83 


92 


68 


37 


4 


• • • • 


23 22 


43 19 


31 


131 


114 73 


103 83 


88 


69 


lc5' . . a • 












1 
1 




1 












. • • • 


• « • • 


• • • 


1 


• • • • 


• * • • 


.2 


2 


• • • • 


2 


1 


• • • 




1 


• • • • 

• • • 


1 

• • • • 


1 
1 








1 

• • • • 


1 

1 


2 


4 
1 


1 

• • • • 






. • • • 


• • • « 


1 


"1 


1 




• • • . 




2 1 


1 


• • • . 


1: 1 


4 3 


4 


2 


1 




• • * • 


1 


3 4 

1 


« • • • 


2 
1 
1 


/W . . . . 

3; 2 

li 3 


2' 1 


4 
5 
4 


4 
5 
2 






1 1 


1 
2 


2 
3 






1 1 


<v . . . . 


2 


2 












3 
2 


3; 2 
3 2 


1 
1 


10 


2 

4 


2 
2 


1 












4 


1 






.... 


1 


• • • • 


2 


1 

• • • • 1 1 


1 .^ 


1 
3 
1 


1 
1 

1 






• 




2' 2 1 






• • • • 


1 


3: 1 


1 


2 


• • • . 


1 1 


3 


....... 






1! 1 

e: 4 


1 
2 


3 
9 


1 2 

7; 8 


1 
10 


1 
23 


1 


2 


1 1 


"2 "2 


V vitk 'i\ -v 


1 2 


6 


7 


7 


10 


8l ll\ 1\\ ? 


^ ^ 


^\ 


ft\ "^Jt* 



14 



TWENTT-NINTIT RKGISTRATION REPOKT. 



[1881. 



Table VII.— DKATIIS, 1881.— Recapitulation by Counties. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1881. 

Showing the Average Age at Death in the several Occupations, Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under ttoenty being exchidcd. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agriculture. 

Farmers 

Florists 

Gardeners 



II. Professional 

AND Personal 

Services. 

Actor 

Architect 

Artist 

Barbers 

Civil Engineer 

Clergymen 

Clerks and Salesmen. 

Coachmen 

Contractors 

Cooks 

Hostler 

Hotel-keeper 

Insjiector 

Inventor 

Janitor 

Journalist 

Laborers 

Lawyers 

Naval Officer 

Nurse 

Photographers 

Physicians 

Policemen 

P. 0. Employe 

Saloon-keepers 

Stable-keeper. . . 



• • . • 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



REST 01* SCATS. 



O 



8 
2 



6 
1 
4 
15 
5 
3 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



119 
2 
1 



es 



9 

< 

bfi 

08 

> 

< 



559 69.8? 

72,36.00 

349:69.80 



44 44.00 
79I79.00 



190:31.66 
34 34.00 
25l|62.75 
494,32.93 
247 49.40 



215 



71.66 



29 29.00 
45145.00 
39 39.00 
4747.00 
2929.00 



2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 



5,901 49.59 

12261.50 

41141.00 



118 59.00 

139 69.50 

126 63.00 

4545.00 

7638.00 

48148.00 



o 
xi 

a 



163 
1 





1 

2 



2 

8 
2 



1 
113 



3 

1 



6 



5 
2 



s 






10,894 

24 

260 



64 
106 



158 
294 
100 



28 



241 



80 



53 
6,012 



120 
60 



392 



203 

78 



< 
5 



O 

xi 
^ . 

a 



66.83 
24.00 
52.00 



64.00 
53.00 



79.00 
36.75 
50.00 



28.00 



48.20 



80.00 



53.00 
53.20 



40.00 
60.00 



65.33 



40.60 
39.00 



WHOLE STATE. 



171 

8 

10 



1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
6 
23 
7 
3 
1 
1 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
232 
2 
4 
1 
2 
8 
2 
1 
7 
3 



o 



11,453 

96 

609 



44 

79 

64 

296 

34 

409 

788 

347 

215 

28 

29 

286 

39 

127 

29 

53 

11,913 

122 

161 

60 

118 

531 

126 

46 

279 

126 



hi 

> 
< 



66.97 
32.00 
60.90 



44.00 
79.00 
64.00 
37.00 
34.00 
68.17 
34.26 
49.57 
71.66 
28.00 
29.00 
47.67 
39.00 
63.50 
29.00 
53.00 
5L35 
61.50 
40.25 
60.00 
59.00 
66.37 
63.00 
46.00 
39.86 
42.00 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1881.— Con tinned. 







»T 0, .UT>. 


WH<n,B STATE, 


OCCUPATIONS, 




P 


* 


1. 

si 

1 


h 


i 
1 


J 

|5 


!i 


a 

< 










1 
1 
1 

2 

1 
1 


23 

56 
60 
189 

73 
'"29 


23,00 
06.00 

60.00 
64.50 

73.00 
29.00 


1 
2 

3 

10 
4 
3 

1 
3 
18 
1 
4 
6 
6 

1 
1 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 

6 
12 
40 

3 
15 

2 
30 

1 

5 


23 
105 

85 
129 

642 
293 
58 
76 
98 
811 
78 
119 
363 
359 

49 
83 

78 
100 
43 
25 
33 
68 
114 
113 

365 




Teacher 

Waiter 


1 

1 


49 
25 


49.00 
25.00 


52.50 
42.50 


III. Trade and 

Tkanspoetation. 

-Agents 

" Insurance .. . 
Baggage- miister 


a 

4 

1 
1 

3 
13 
1 
3 
3 
3 


569 
3!)3 

39 
76 
68 

'J? 

90 
186 


63.22 
73.25 
29.00 
76.00 
34.00 
47.15 
78.00 
30.00 
62.00 
65.66 


64.20 
73.35 

29.00 


Bar-tendei-B 

Book-keepers 

Book-seller 


1 
5 

"i 

3 

: 

1 


30 
198 

"29 
177 
162 

49 
83 


30.00 
39.60 

29.00 
59.00 
54.00 

49.00 
83.00 


32.66 

45.05 
78.00 


Brokers 


60.50 


Car and Stage Dri- 




Caahier (Bank, &c.) 
Commercial Travel- 
lers 










2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 


78 
100 
43 
25 
33 
68 
114 
113 
55 


39.00 
50.00 
43.00 
25.00 
33.00 
68.00 
57.00 
56.50 
55.00 


39 00 


Conductors 

Dealers in Clothing. 
" Coal . 










50.00 
43.00 


"Jnnk 

. "Lumber.... 
" Provisions.. 

"Shoes 

" Wool Waste 










33.00 

68.00 
57.00 
56.50 
65 00 


Exjircssmuu 


1 

4 
6 


57 

241 

388 


57.00 

60.25 
64.67 


57 00 


Fisljermen and Oys- 
termen 


3 
6 
1 
1 
4 
1 
11 


124 
384 
40 

71 
157 

70 
627 


62.00 
64.00 
40.00 
71.00 
39.25 
70.00 
57.00 


60.83 






Li<|iior Dealer 

Msiriuera 

Marketman 


2 
11 

1 
19 

1 


111 
603 

77 
1,160 

50 
208 


55.50 
54.83 
77.00 
61.05 
50.00 
69.33 


182 60.67 

760 50.67 

147 73.50 

1,78759.57 


Milkman . 






88 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1881.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Porters 

Teamsters 

Traders and Dealers. 



IV. Mai^ufactures, 
Mechanical and 
Mining Indus- 
tries. 

Bakers 

Blacksmiths 

Bleacher 

Boiler-maker 

Boot and Shoe-mak- 



ers 

Box-maker 

Cabinet-makers .... 

Calico-printer 

Carpenters 

Carriage-makers. . . . 
Carriage-trimmer. . . 

Chain-maker 

Cigar-maker 

Comb-maker 

Confectioner 

Cooper 

Currier and Tanner , 

Die Sinkers 

Dyer 

Engineers 

Enameller 

Engraver 

File-makers 

Fireman 

Gas Fitter 

Harness-makers . . . . 

House Mover 

Iceman 

Iron Roller 

Jewellers 

Machinists 

Manufacturers 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 



3 

11 

5 



15 



9 
1 
4 
1 
11 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
2 
1 



3 
1 




173 



t 



9 

to 
2 



BEST 01* STATE. 



57.66 



558:50.73 

288 57.60 



793 52.86 



481 
29 

231 
64 

657 



59 



53.44 
29.00 
57.75 
64.00 
59.72 



59.00 



43,43.00 
28:28.00 



67 



71 
91 
60 



67.00 



71.00 
45.50 
60.00 



77 



25.66 



36 36.00 



33 



1 

1 

31 

36 

2 



33.00 



76 76.00 

55 55.00 

1,272 41.03 

1,717 47.69 

141170.50 



o 
xi 
^ . 





2 
9 



4 
6 
1 
1 

10 



2 



31 

2 



1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 

> • 

1 
2 



3 

16 

8 






120 



9 

to 



2 



60.00 



460l51.ll 



WHOLE STATE. 



» . 

fe"S 

a 



230 

353 

34 

58 



57.50 
58.83 
34.00 
58.00 



686 68.60 



111 



1,785 



55.50 



57.00 



107 53.50 



73 



73.00 



78 78.00 
42 42.00 
51 51.00 
49 49.00 
131 65.50 
161 40.25 
30 30.00 



63 
39 

• • 

63 
82 
68 



121 

756 



63.00 
39.00 

63.06 
41.00 
68.00 



40.33 
47.25 



52165.12 



3 
13 
14 



4 

21 
1 
1 

19 
1 
6 
1 
42 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
34 
52 
10 



eS 

ti. 



173 

678 
748 



230 

1,146 

34 

58 

1,167 

29 

342 

64 

2,442 

107 

59 

43 

101 

67 

78 

42 

122 

140 

191 

161 

30 

63 

116 

36 

96 

82 

68 

76 

55 

1,393 

2,473 

662 



to 

< 

V 

> 



57.66 
52.15 
53.43 



57.50 
54.57 
34.00 
58.00 

61.42 
29.00 
57.00 
64.00 
58.14 
53.50 
59.00 
43.00 
50.50 
67.00 
78.00 
42.00 
61.00 
46.67 
63.67 
40.25 
30.00 
63.00 
29.00 
36.00 
48.00 
41.00 
68.00 
76.00 
55.00 
40.97 
47.56 
66.20 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1881.— Continued. 





PBOYIDENOB CITY. 


REST OF 8TATB. 


WHOLB 8TATB. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


r 

8 
8 


bo 
< 

430 
499 


< 

g 
< 

53.75 

62.38 


-f . 

17 

10 

1 

5 

1 

42 

6 
8 

• • • 

1 
... 




< 

i 

60.58 
58.50 
69.00 
50.80 
50.00 
44.35 

46.67 
54.25 

• • • • • 

71.00 




-IS 

S3 

25 
18 

1 
14 

2 
61 

8 
19 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
7 
1 
2 
8 
2 
6 
2 
1 
1 

4 
8 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 

10 

2 
1 


H 
< 


< 

2 
< 


Masons 

Mechanics 

Miller.. 


1,030 

585 

69 

254 

....50 

1,863 

280 
434 

**"7i 


1,460 58.40 

1,084 60.22 

69 69.00 


Moulders 

Nailer 


9 

1 

19 

2 

11 

2 


469 
54 

782 

80 
470 
125 


52.11 
54.00 
41.16 

40.00 

42.72 
62.50 


72351.64 
104 52.00 


Operatives. 

Overseers and Super- 
intendents 

Painters 


2,645 43.36 

560 45.00 
90447.58 


Pattern-makers 

Paper Hansrers 


125 62.50 
7171.00 


Picker-maker 

Plater 


1 
1 
3 
5 


66 66.00 

25 25.00 

127 42.33 

279 .^fi-«0 


6666.00 
25 25.00 


Plumbers 

Printers 


1 
2 
1 
2 
8 
1 
6 
1 


70 

80 

74 

143 

327 

48 

447 

89 


70.00 
40.00 
74.00 
71.50 
40.88 
48.00 
74.50 
89.00 


197:49.25 
359151.28 


Rifffirer 






74:74.00 


Rone-makers 








143 71.50 


Rubber-workers .... 








327 40.88 


Sail-makers 

Ship Carpenters .... 


1 


67 


67.00 


115 57.50 
447174.50 


Silversmiths 

Soap-maker 

Stair Builder 


1 
1 
1 

2 
5 
2 

1 

1 


37 37.00 
62 62.00 
74 74-00 


126^63.00 
62 62.00 






22.50 
63.00 


74 74.00 


Stone and Marble 

Cutters 

Tailors 


88 
300 


44.00 
fiO 00 


2 
3 


45 

189 


133 

489 


33.25 
61.12 


Tinsmiths 


125 62. .50 


125 62.50 


Upholsterers 

Wheelwrights 

Wire-drawer 


54 
' 42 


54.00 
42.00 


■ • • 

1 
1 
1 

1 

... 

3 


' " 62 
37 

78 

56 
137 


62.06 
37.00 

78.00 

56.00 
.... 

45.68 


54 54.00 

104 52.00 

3737.00 


Wool-sorter 








7878.00 


V. Females. 
Boarding Houtie 
Keeper 








56 


56.00 


Box-maker 


1 

7 
2 

• • • 


22 

325 

54 


22.00 
46.43 

27.00 


2222.00 


Dressmakers and 
Seamstresses 

Jewellers and Chain- 
makers 


462 
54 


46.20 
27.00 


Milliner. 


• • • • 




1 


31 


31.00 


3131.00 



40 



TWENTY-NINTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1881. 



Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1881.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Nurse 

Operatives 

Servants 

Sisters of Mercy 

Tailoresses 

Teachers 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 

^ . 



1 
11 

21 
1 
2 
4 



V 



43 
327 

877 
30 
82 

156 



9 

be 

< 
< 



REST or STATE. 



O 

fe'S 
|5 





43.00... 
29.72; 17 
41.76'... 
30.00J... 
41.00l... 
31.20 2 



9 



< 



427 



52 



I 



25.11 



26.00 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 

t. 

Si's 

s 



1 
28 
21 
1 
2 
6 



^ 



F8) 



9 

< 



43 43.00 
754,26.93 

877141.76 
30130.00 
82 41.00 

208 34.67 



Table XL— RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agriculture. 

II.'Professional 
AND Personal 
Services 

III. Trade and 
Transporta- 
tion 

IV. Manufac- 
tures, M.E- 
chanical and 
Mining Indus- 
tries 

V. Females 

All Classes 



PROVIDBNCB CITY. 



O 
^ . 





15 



175 



100 



•t-a 

boo; 
£ be 

&)<5 



980 



8,433 



5,408 



S> 



9 

Hi 

> 



210 
50 



65.33 



48.19 



54.08 



10,336 49.22 
1,916 38.32 



550 27,073 



49.22 650 



REST OP STATE. 



O 
A 

!f . 

It 



169 



158 



76 



223 
24 



bo 3) 
« fcC 

bo 

--1 



11,178 



8,257 



4,305 



12,017 
703 



36,460 



9 

bo 

< 

t 
< 



66.14 



52.26 



56.64 



53.88 
29.29 



56.09 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 
A 
^ . 



184 



333 



176 



433 

74 



1,200 



bO 

< 



12,158 



16,690 



9,713 



22,353 

2,619 



63.533 



bo 






66.07 



50.12 



55.19 



51.62 
35.40 

62.94 



0CCPPATI0N8 AND CAUSES OP DEATH. 



S| 



& i. 



inHlwniiia ita 



'sSun*! pax BiuottiOB ttj 






■aiaif puBj t"" faa; Judy 



Bt|a JO Jaqirmn ajoiiM I 



"ill .'tlllilllillliliillsl, 



TWESTY-NINTH RBHISTEATION REPORT, 



[1881. 



■|iKi|aiHa ■uoiwwio l_ 

'SSVPIO.! 

'Ituias luqMa';) 'a|iiaiiiU3K 1 
^ -anuiTOHH I 



-ga iaqmo: | 



■BiiqjOH WSEOTIO I 
;3tJiinqjBnl 



[WA!3jcw8qniuS3|oii«| 



Mil; 









1881.] 



OCCUPATIONS AND CAUSES OV DEATH. 























































uninnsj, 1 


— - 


: :^ 


:": 


m 






„— 


^.-■_. 




■Vi^,.u , ;,...E„|. IK 




- 




-i: 


;ttH 










■y--' .,i . ■ - : : : 


- : ■• 


■JO MK.HKl *,7]in«OJJ J 


HTT 


TTr 


TTT 






- 


-TT 


:4: :; 




4^-H 


:U 
















„_ 


- 


f-: 


^;-H-; 


. -»avP[0[.. 

■BnmswiiH 1 


-iM; 


11^ 


JA 


■ :-^- - 


" 


~ 


^ 


:-rn-: 




Ah 


; ;*~ 


^ 


i-;^H— 


— 




-rr 


HfH 


■jOdemasm-sJanpTsI 


-_; u 


T:^ 


"T^T 


tt;.— 








:^ : : 


oaQHaniisiui 1 - 








: : : . _ 




- 






■X,[«itgiii 1 
^PPIumil 1 




















'. -J 










-; 


:TT7"; 


■aBBi|)jouiau 1 


•m^II 1 : ; : : : 
■BUnaBanwaanDpiMsiiajauHBl : : : : : 


44^_ 


^ 


'■-•" -"^ 


- 


-; 


frH-i 


■Bn.inj 1 : : : : ; 
■OT[sdi«f ja 1 : , : : : 
■BHHOliw 1 : : : : : 


^ 


";"T 


; :"j "- 


T£- 




" : 


mis 


■ia,umia 1 




rtt 


;-■; 


-;-;-;— 


" 




J4- 




■wMiiiwHr 1 






















;- :--rv ; 






























■ooniluiHBuoo 1 




:";;;-: 


.... ■ __,_-_ . 




;>'T: 


_ ._.__. ■^icfti 








_ 








■3[ranitiB,i 1 ■- 












- ■ :- — 


- 


-": 




■^OHBMSia'UlWal 

■pMn«!a'«aoal 




: ;-iH^: 


^"-:f— - ■- 


- 


41 


^:H 


■raqjiV 1 
■■■•ipiM pnn ^Bldodv 1 


^;-; 


u-;-:^ 


S- R 




-j 


"- 


n;.*|a,o^™^N3[OHJnl 


-"— --9—a— =S=" -83— —s—--" 


1 


y 

: : : ; 


■ i 

li 
Jil 


1 


m 


1 

U 
II 




si 


ill 



WENTY-NINTH REGISTRATION REPOBT. 



[1881. 



'JO BMTOBiQ 'oa;Js I : 

;iufl!1»iiiii3ita l_: 

■jo s8»H!a -simswj I : 

iioo "*3uQT puBBjuomnauj I - 
_:i'l"i9|d I : 

^|«U01H3d_l _ 

't^atainB 'uuiiiijailo | : 



■|¥U|ile ojnaiao 'an 



"3Kl : 



■a[niBBj 1UBU3!|BH | 



-uoBilaiwii Baniu r | 

_ oo aBiadiuaim |_ 



— 




wiiHsn 





■S[|U38 auajJiiBQ puB Baa 



■JO awBsaia 'aiBja_l ■ 

■jOMBBS!a^uoal : 

j^ MBOBia •jsppBia : : 

ii'lBJBj (rns f vjidodv j ■ 



""3;s"--2«S'-Si«— •' 



;1 ;li 



liliiiiifiiiliiil lliilili 



1881.] 



OCCUPATIONS AND CAUSES ( 



■joumj, 1 ; : : 


::"::;:: ; : : 


::-: 


-H 


















■appiugl : 




1 










joMiBiKi-qaitaaisI ; 




1 


jDtMwqa'Miidftl : 






-nHnxo'iaqa 1 : : : 




\^\ :;: 




',o»««]A_'»w'™d 1 • : • 












" ■ 


■■■"■" 




■i.i™.W 1 -. : 














— : : 






■[■Jiaina ■oDiBHdo 










J ■ ■" ■ - 












-:: 


^i- 




■enuHWBM | : : : 
■aiwanj TOBuSiiFK 1 : : : 














A^'A-^'. 








■'°»»«»Ki'"*nl ■■ - 








■p»a«t«Hi .impnil :" : 










-'ry^-'-rV: 


X 


— ;-; 
























■mmiH 1 : : : 


■::-;-->:- 










^;"-^"^ 




■WH : 










■josBBBHia'WmH : 










-aiinsaaniuSiiBOpnooiiiiaireo 1 : 










■n|ni.!d 1 . - : 




-. — 


;- 


i:-;i ;■ 








■mpHlisfia 1 : : : 


















-tialBOrtXa 1 : : ; 




:- - 


-H 


-; :->_-t;- 










■mwqiq-Jia 1 : : ; 












■WDHUBia 1 : ; : 








^:^ 


-H- 




■BalBfltrKi 1 : ; : 










■finw»al ■■ 


: :-„■ :--^ 




















■SHOO : 




:— 






: :- 




■«tiq«>K1HaiOI[ft : 




■Bljmmmo : 


:-;^^:-^- 


-^ 


-J4 




TF 


















-:444-.^f- 


4=—- 


-^ 


JiJ 




■joMSMKI'raooal : 




-io ™«Mia 'joppsia 1 : 










■SninwTl ; ; : 








■ H 




-epdinjpiwftapIoaTi" :- 




















aBA|3iOi9quinso|i>UAil 




1 


° III 


111 Hi 




In 

11 


1 


i 


1 
1 



TWENTY-NINTH REQISTRATION RBPOllT. 



[1831. 



1 ■Joninj, 


- 






-1 


« : |.a 












-mnm^i, 




— 


J^ 


— _-- 


— f-::il=: 


■Bpiains 


-JO )KiaB39Kl qamnoia 
-lo B9W3BKr -anide 

-lo anamg -BimBiMj 

■i'KS^U 

■Bnioojuaj 


: 


I 


~^z 


;r- 


' -12 


„ 


— -o-^|-S- 


.1_ 

:" 


-Z 


~s 


-$ 


-^^ 


















_ ■i^,3.B8;«_on«odg 


: 








— 


_3 


—=-:- 






: 










■jOMSMid'sSuni 




" 














■jOBwsaiia'jain 


:" 


- 








■;o BBiaiia ■Bimpis 








~T 


— 




-V 








■aanwaamaini 














- 








D - |B 


■spisiniOH 


-^ 


— 


-^ 


~- 


— --— ri- ■ 
















-]»H 


: 










■JO Mamsia 'IJOTH 


"^ 




3 


s 


" "■ 11 


" " ■t.im^ 












2 


















S "I? 


■mi«l|^a 










■sniJMoa 


- 










■x.Mu«fa 


- 


.- 






■jcadoia 




- -12 


tijailiqilia 


>- 










■KOllUBia 










■tinaima 












■bjm^a 














3 




S 


s 


S S|| 


■31IO0 


- 




-« 


— - 


" - 1* 


■aionnqrao 


,^ 




" 


" 


: I* 


"^lliqaicuS 












: 










■JO wisBMia ■u(HJa 










2 : IS 


■pwiBsia'BBuua 


--.^ 










■J0a«BM!a'i3|ipBia 




" 


" 


„ . 12 














■B|»/|iUBd vm :tiaiiIO(iv 






s 


E5 


3 "ll- 


BjuapiMv 






s 




S :|S 


nanajoi™tu"HB|(tqAi 


s 




g 


S 


S«|S 


1 

§ 


1 


s, 


s 


- 1 


Hi! 

> > 



II 

I = 
- i 



• -•II 
I -II 

§ § ■ §■ 

5-ii 
J 1 1 = I 

lilff 

iilil 

I " H B S 

lull 

" a a a B 



RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1881. 



There were recorded in the State of Rhode Island during the year 
1881, six thousand seven hundred and sixty-one (6,761) births; two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty (2,750) marriages; and five thous- 
and and sixteen (5,016) deaths. 

Table XIII. 

Presenting the general results of Registration in the State, during 

each of the last twenty-eight years. 

Whole Number Living 

Year. of Births. Still-born. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 

1864 2,105 78 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855. 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1,846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723 1,535 .. 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1,526 2,325 

1868 4,263 177 4,086 1,438 2,616 

1859 4,500 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

1860 4,660 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,533 2,927 

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,460 2.591 

1868 3,691 Ill 3,680 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865.. 8,955 177 3,778 1,896 3,405 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5,127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 .5,160 2,885 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,215 234 4,981 2,362 3,238 

1871 5,678 223 5,455 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 202 5,941 2,537 4,247 

1878., 6,022 228 5,794 2,630 4,403 

1874 6,466 277 6,189 2,541 4,229 

1875 6,508 246 6,262 2,485 4,317 

1876 6,329 224 6,105 2,253 4,116 

1877 6,235 242 6,993 2,282 4,450 

1878 6,714 248 6,466 2,324 4,441 

1879 6,350 216 6,134 2,396 4,472 

1880 6,295 192 6,103 2,769 4,829 

1881 6,761 264 6,497 2,750 6,016 



During the period of twenty-eight years, there were recorded 141,- 
251 births, of which number 5,349 were still-born, and 135,902 were 
living children. 

During the same period, there were recorded 57,603 marriages, or 
115,206 persons married, and 94,250 deaths. 

On the next page the usual table is given, showing a comparison of 
the births, marriages and deaths, with the population, in each town 
in the State, for the year 1881. 
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Table XIV. 

BIETHS, MAliltlAGKS AND DKATIIS IN RHODE ISL.4ND, 

IN 1881, COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION 

BY THE CENSUS OP 1880. 
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The general results of registration in Rhode Island during twenty- 
eight years, as shown in Table XIII, give the proportions of living 
births to persons married and to decedents, as follows: 

Persons married. Deaths. 

To every 100 living births there were 84.77 and 69.35. 

The same results show, that in the whole number of births, one in 
every 26.4 was still born, or 03.78 still born in each 100 births; and 
that for every still born child there were 25.4 living children, and for 
every death, not including the still born, there were 1.44 living 
births. 

Comparing the results of registration in 1881, as shown in Table 
XIII, it will be seen that the whole number of births was 466 more 
than in the previous year, and 47 more than in 1878, wliich had pre- 
viously shown the largest returns of births on record. 

It will also be seen that the number of marriages and deaths have 
largely increased during the last two years, the number of marriages 
in 1881 though differing from that of 1880 by only 19, reached the 
number of 120 more than in any preceding year. The number of 
deaths exceeded that of 1880 by 120, and that of 1879 by 544. 

In Table XIV may be found the number of each of the events of 
birth, marriage and death, in each of tlie several towns and cities in 
the State, and the proportion of the number of each of the same events, 
to the population in each of the towns, by the census of 1880. 

Table XIV presents the same remarkable differences in the propor- 
tions to the population of these events in tlie different towns, as have 
been observed in previous reports. 

^ BIRTHS. 

The largest ratio of births occuring in any town during 1881, was 
in the town of Lincoln, in which town there was recorded one birth 
in every 31.87 of the inhabitants according to the census of 1880. 

The smallest proportion of births to population, was in the town 
of Little Compton, in whicli town but one birth was recorded as 
against every 133.55 of the population. 

In the case of Lincoln there were more than 3 births in each 100 of 
the inhabitants, or more than thi*ee per cent.; while in Little Comp- 
ton there was only the proportion of less than three-fourths of one 
birth to each 100 persons, or less than tliree-fourths of one per cent. 
The ratio in Lincoln being more tlian four times larger than that in 
Little Compton, 

Following closely the town of Lincoln in the order of largest ratio 
of births to population, are West Greenwich, one in every 32.84; 
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Woonsocket, cue iii every 36.39; Pawtucket, one in every 36.66; 
Cumberlaud, one in every 37.44; and Providence one in every 37.47. 

In the order of exceptionally small proportion of births to popula- 
tion, following Little Compton, are Barrington, one in every 104.54 
persons; Foster, one in every 103.43; Westerly, one in every 101.73. 

The proportions of the several counties, the towns of Providence 
and Newport counties, the cities of Providence and Newport and the 
whole State, are as follows: 

BriHtol County One birth in every 47.66 of the population. 

Kent County One birth in every 44.28 of the population. 

Newport County, Towns One birth in every 54.40 of the population. 

Newport City One birth in every 44.97 of the population. 

Newport County One birth In every 47.88 of the population. 

Providence County, Towns One birth in every 39.11 of the population. 

Providence City One birth in every 37.47 of the population. 

Providence County One birth in every 38.19 of the population. 

Washington County One birth in every 60.63 of the population. 

Whole State One birth in every 40.90 of the population. 

MARRIAGES. 

It has been remarked in previous annual reports on registration in 
Rhode Island, that the proportion of persons married in the different 
towns, to the population of the towns in which the marriages oc- 
cured, was much more variable than that of either births or deaths. 

The circumstances that contribute to such results are so various, 
and so continuous from year to year, as to make the report of the per- 
centages of the different towns, and especially the smaller towns, of 
but little practical value as indicative of the proclivity to matrimonial 
ventures of the resident citizens. But aggregated in counties, the 
statistics of marriage furnish sufficiently reliable data for determining 
the proportion to population with quite approximate exactness. 

The ratio of persons married during the year 1881, to the popula- 
tion in each of the several counties by the census of 1880, was as 
follows: 

Bristol County One person married in every 47.08 of the population. 

Kent County One person married in every 64.11 of the population. 

Newport County One person married in every 70.65 of the population. 

Providence County One person married in every 47.98 of the population. 

Washington County One person married in every 64.07 of the population. 

For the purpose of showing tlie difference between the aggregates 
of some of the country towns and the cities of Providence and New- 
port, the following summary is presented: 
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Towns, Providence County One person married in every 54.08 of the population. 

Providence City One person married in every 43.61 of the population. 

Towns, Newport County One person married in every 81.61 of the population. 

Newport City One person married in every 67.06 of the population. 

In the whole State, the proportion was one person married in every 
50.28 of the population. 

DEATHS. 

The death rates in the different towns show very considerable vari- 
ations as usual. 

The town of Coventry leads in the unenviable distinction of show- 
ing the highest death rate of any town in the State, during the year 
1881, that is, one death in every 41.84 of the inhabitants. 

The lowest death rate, according to the returns, was in the town 
of Westerly, namely, one death in every 145.33 of the population. 

It may very reasonably be questioned, if the returns of deaths in 
Westerly during 1881 are not needlessly defective. It seems hardly 
probable that the neighboring town of Hopkinton should have a per- 
centage of mortality nearly three times as large. 

The same remark may be made in regard to the returns of the 
town of North Providence, with a death rate of one in every 133.36 
of the inhabitants, while the surrounding towns report a percentage 
of mortality very much greater. 

It is to be taken into consideration that' any town having a small 
birth rate will also have a small death rate, for the reason that mor- 
tality falls very largely on the periods of infancy and early childhood, 
and it is doubtless true that Westerly has a really smaller birth rate 
than a number of other towns in the State, but it may be surmised 
that incomplete returns of deaths may also have the counterpart of 
incomplete returns of births. 

The same cannot be said of North Providence, however, that town 
reporting about an average birth rate, and a very low rate of mor- 
tality. 

It is to be admitted, that very great differences in the number of 
births and deaths in any town may and do, though somewhat infre- 
quently, occur in different years, but when any town, having a com- 
pact and variable or heterogeneous population, in whole or in part, 
returns in any year a rate of mortality of less than one, or even one 
and two-tenths per cent., it suggests a strong suspicion that the reg- 
istration was incomplete. 

The largest mortality in proportion to population, was reported 
from the town of Coventry, that is one death in every 41.84 persons, 
or 2.39 per cent., or about 24 deaths in each thousand of the inhab- 
itants. 
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This town, in 1881, illustrated the great difference that may oc- 
cur in one year as against or with another. During the year 1879 
the proportion of deaths was about 14 in each thousand, and in 1880, 
about 13.5 in each thousand of the population. 

Following Covjentry, in the report of a high death rate, are Lin- 
coln, one in every 43.28 persons, or about 23 deaths in each thousand; 
Glocester, nearly 22 in each thousand; and Foster, more than 20.5 in 
each thousand of the population. 

The rate of mortality in each of the four towns above mentioned, 
exceeds that of Providence city, which was rather less than 20.5 
in each thousand of the population by the census of 1880, and when 
the increased population of Providence city is considered, the rate 
cannot have been at the largest estimate, above 20 decedents in each 
thousand, while the other towns, with the exception of Lincoln, have 
had but small increase of population since 1880. 

Below may be found a summary of the ratios of mortality in the 
cities and larger divisions of the State, and the whole State. 

Bristol County 17-9 in each one thousand of the population. 

Kent County 16.5 in each one thousand of the population. 

Towns, Newport County 14.9 in each one thousand of the population. 

City of Newport 16.1 in each one thousand of the population. 

Newport County 15.7 in each one thousand of the population. 

Towns, Providence County 18.2 in each one thousand of the population. 

City of Providence 20.5 in each one thousand of the population. 

Providence County 19.3 in each one thousand of the population. 

Washington County 11.9 in each one thousand of the population. 

Whole State 18.1 in each one thousand of the population. 

The following summary will present, in a condensed form, the pro- 
portional results of registration in the different cities and counties 
during 1881: 

Marriages. 
Births. One person married Deaths. 

One in every In every One in every 

Bristol County 47.66 47.08.... 55.85 

KentCounty 44.28 54.11 60.73 

Newport Comity 47 88 70.65 63.63 

X a oviucnC'V' x^oun wjT ••• ••••••••••« ••.•••••••• •> oo* xo . • • • •••« •••• •••• •« 41 vcK) ••»• •••• •••• •••• atOi cOJi 

Washington County... .60.63 54.07 84.25 

Newport City 44.97 67.06 62 03 

Providence City 37.47 43.61 48.80 

Whole State 40.90 50.28 56.13 
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Ill order that the difEerent oveuts of births, maiTJiiges and deaths 
in the State during the year 1881, may be more readily compared with 
those of the preceding two years, the following Tabic is iiitrodueed: 



Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island, in eich of the three 
years 1870, 1880 and 1881. 
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Table XVI. 

Showing the proportions of Births, Marriages and Deaths, to the pop- 
ulation, in the aggregate for the whole State, in 
each of the last thirteen years. 



years. 



1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879 

1880. 

1881 



BIRTHS. 


MARR 


Number. 


To popnla- 
tion one 
birth in 


Number. 


5,245 


41.4 


2.289 


5,215 


41.7 


2,362 


5,678 


38.2 


2,336 


6,143 


35.4 


2,537 


6,022 


36.1 


2,630 


6.466 


39.9 


2,541 


6,508 


39.7 


2,485 


6,329 


40.8 


2,253 


6,235 


41.4 


2,282 


6,714 


38.5 


2,324 


6,350 


43.6 


2,896 


6,295 


43.9 


2,769 


6,761 


40.9 


2,750 



Of popula- 
tion one 
person mar- 
ried iA 



47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 
50.8 
52.0 
57.3 
56.6 
55.7 
57.8 
49.9 
50.3 



DEATHS. 



Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
death in 


3,382 


64.2 


3,238 


67.1 


3,344 


65.0 


4,247 


51.2 


4,403 


49.4 


4,229 


61.1 


4,317 


59.8 


4,116 


62.7 


4,450 


58.0 


4,441 


58.1 


4,472 


61.9 


4,829 


57.3 


5,016 


55.1 



Deaths in 
each 100 of 
the popu- 
lation. 



1.56 
1.49 
1.54 
1.95 
2.03 
1.64 
1.67 
1.59 
1.72 
- 1.72 
1.60 
1.75 
1.81 



The number of births recorded in the State of Khode Island during 
tlie year 1S81, as heretofore observed, was larger than in any year dur- 
ing the existence of the State. But although the number was larger, 
the proportion to the population was considerably smaller than in 
several of the previous years, and particularly in 1872, as shown in 
the above Table. 

The proportion during 1881 was about 24.5 births in each 1,000 of 
the population by tlie census of 1880; the proportion during 1872 
was about 28.2 births in each 1,000 of the population by the census 
of 1870. 

Making two periods, of five years each, of the last ten years, it will 
be found that the proportion of births to population was about 26, 
annually, in each thousand persons, in the first series, and about 24, 
annually, in each thousand, in the last series of five years. 

Each of these periods commences two years after a State enumera- 
tion of the population, and may therefore fairly represent the differ- 
ence in the relative proportions of births to population, in each period. 
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The proportion to the population of persons married during the 
two periods was, as compared together, similar to that of births. 

Difring the first period the proportion was about 20.5 persons mar- 
ried annually, in each thousand persons, and during the second period 
about 18.3 persons married annually, in each thousand. 

The proportion of deaths to population, during each of the same 
periods, was as follows: First period, 17.7 decedents annually in each 
thousand persons; Second period, 17.2 decedents annually in each 
thousand persons. 
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BIRTHS, 1881. 



The general statistics of births in Ehode Island during the year 
18SI, derived from the returns sent to this office, may be found on 
pages 2 to 6 inclusive, in Tables I, II and III. 

The whole number reported is 6,761, and, as before stated, is 466 
more than that of 1880. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,761 children whose birtlis were reported in 1881, there 
were 3,498 males and 3,263 females. This gives 107.2 males to each 
100 females, or 51.73 males and 48.27 females in each 100 children. 

The following recapitulatory Table shows the numbers and sex, and 
the proportions of each sex of the cliildren born in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last twenty-eight years: 

Table XVII. 



Years. 



Malee. 



Females. 



Males to each 
100 Females. 



Males, Females. 



1854 1,081. 

1865 1,492. 

1866 1,479. 

1857 2,057. 

1868 2,200. 

1869 2,209. 

ISdO 2,263. 

1861 2,581. 

186J 8,152. 

1883 1,892. 

1864 1,949. 

1866 2,096. 

1866 2,646. 

1867 2,665. 

1868 2.745. 

1869 2,686. 

1870 2,679 

1871 2,878. 

1872 3,085. 

1873 3,136 

1874 3,311. 

1876 3,362. 

1876 3,291. 

1877 3,163. 

1878 3,40«. 

1879 3,269. 

1880 3,241 

1881 3,408. 



.I,0a3 107.8 

.1,421 105.0 

1,407 105.1 

.1,948 105.6 

.2,053 107.2 

.2,097 105.3 

.2,2)2 102.3 

.2,291 110.5 

.1,967 109.4 

1,288 105.8 

.1,942 100.3 

.1,857 112.9 

.2,356 108.0 

.2,464 107.0 

.2,627 104.6 

.2,560 104.9 

.2,536 105.6 

.2.800 102.8 

.3,058 100.9 

.2,837 108.6 

.3,156 104.9 

.3,146 106.9 

.3.038 108.3 

.3,072 103.0 

3,312 102.7 

.3,091 105.4 

.3,054 106.8 

.3,263 107.2 



or 61.87 and 48.13 in each 100 

or 51.22 and 48.78 in each 100 

or 51.25 and 48 75 in each 100 

or 61.36 and 48.64 in each 100 

or 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100 

or 61.80 and 48.70 in each 100 

or 50.57 and 49.43 in each ICO 

or 62.49 and 47.61 in each 100 

or 62.25 and 47.75 in each 100 

or. 51.41 and 48 69 in each 100 

or 50.09 and 49.91 in each 100 

or 53.02 and 46,98 in each 100 

or 51.94 and 48.06 in each 100 

or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100 

or 61.10 and 48.90 in each 100 

or 61.19 and 48.81 in each 100 

or 61.37 and 48.63 in each 100 

or 50.69 and 49.31 in each 100 

or 60.22 and 49.78 in each 100 

or 52.06 and 47.94 in each 100 

or 61.21 and 48.79 in each 100 

or 61.66 and 48.84 in each 100 

or 52 00 and 48.00 in each 100 

or 50.73 and 49.27 in each 100 

or 60.67 and 49.33 in each 100 

or 61.32 and 48.68 in each 100 

or 61.48 and 48.52 in each 100 

or 61.73 and 48.27 in each 100 
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The number of male children born in Khode Island, during 1881, 
according to the returns, was larger by 257 than that of 1880, and 
larger by 96 than in any previous year. . 

The number of female children whose births were recorded in the 
State, during the year 1881, was larger by 209 than that recorded 
during 1880, and larger than in any previous year, with the exception 
of 1878, during which year the recorded number of female children 
born was larger by 49 than in 1881. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES. 

The proportion of each sex to the whole number varies more or less 
every year, as might reasonably be expected. 

In Table II, on pages four and five, may be found the number of 
the children born in the different divisions of the State during the 
year, and in the several months of the year, with the number of each 
sex respectively. 

The following Table will present, in a more concise manner, the 
whole number of children of each sex, and of both sexes, in each 
division, whose births were recorded duping 1881, and also the number 
of males to each 100 females in the same. 

Table XVIII. 



BIRTHS, 1881. 



Malee 

Females 

Total 

Males to each 100 Females. . 



so 
'Co 



114 
126 



289 
91.2 



Mo 



245 
220 



465 
111.3 



V o o 



80 
76 



156 
105.3 






1,228 
1,156 



2,378 
105.9 



I" 



199 
172 



871 
116.7 



Is 



175 
174 



849 
100.6 



& 



2,086 
1,922 



8,958 
106.9 



s 



1,462 
1,841 



2,808 
109.0 



OQ 

-3 



8,498 
8,963 



6,761 
107.2 



A very considerable- variation will be noticed in the above Table, in 
the proportion of the sexes in the different localities. While in Bristol 
county there were only 91.2 males, to each 100 females, whose births 
were recorded during 1881, there were in Washington county 115.7 
males to each 100 females. This extreme difference for 1881 is, 
however, very much smaller than that of several previous years. 
This subject will be further considered, when the differences during a 
period of nineteen years are presented, on another pa^e. 

The number of male children born in Ehode Island has always been 
larger, in every year, than the number of female children. 
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Table XVII shows the varying proportions during twenty-eight 
years. It will be seen, in that Table, that the excess of male births 
was very small in several of the given years, varying from 100.3 males 
to each 100 females, in 1864, to 112.9 males to each 100 females in 
1865. 

In 1881 the male births were in excess in every county except 
Bristol, which usually has the largest proportion of male births of 
any county in the State. 

It will be seen, in Table XVIII, that in Newport city the proportions 
of the sexes were. almost exactly alike. In 1880 the proportion was 
105.6 males to each 100 females. The differences in Newport county 
towns of the proportions of the sexes born, during the two years 
respectively, show how large the variations sometimes are from year 
to year. 

In 1880, in Newport county towns, the births were 137.3 males to 
each 100 females; or 57.86 males and 42.14 females in each 100 
children born. 

In 1881, in the same towns, the births were 105.3 males to each 100 
females; or 51.28 males and 48.72 females in each 100 children born. 

The following summary will show the proportions of the sexes born 
during 1881, in several of the larger towns in the State: 



• 






Males to 




Males. 


Females. 


each 100 Females. 


Warwick 


162 


145 


104.8 


Lincoln 


> - .158 


146 


104.8 


Pawtucket 


202... 


202 

189 


100.0 


Woonsocket 


182 


96.3 



In the city of Providence, the State outside the city of Providence, 
and the whole State, the proportions were as follows: 

Males to 
Males. Females. each 100 Females. 

City of ProTidence 1,462 1,841 109.0 

Rest of State 2,036 1,922 106.9 

Whole State 3,498 3,263 107.2 

The following Table shows the relative proportions of the sexes, in 
each of the last nineteen years, in each of the larger divisions of the 
State, and in the whole State: 
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Table XIX. 



Number of Males to bach 100 Females. 



BIRTHS. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


1^ 

if o 

97.0 

90.6 

108.8 

103.4 

117.8 

1002 

102.7 

100.0 

132.5 

109.1 

117.9 

101.3 

97.7 

108.5 

98.5 

94.8 

103.6 

113.0 

102.0 


Providence 
County, 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
County. 


o 

xi 


1863 

1864 


120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 
131.8 
109.2 
129.2 
98.7 
95.2 
142.1 
138.7 
120.5 
124.3 
117.2 
91.2 


98.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

116.7 

111.6 

97.9 

92.8 

113.0 

111.9 

103.1 

104.4 

102.4 

120.6 

95.5 

110.5 

111.3 


. 101.8 • 
107.4 
118.9 
1049 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
103.5 
104.5 
110.4 
104.3 
108.0 
100.3 
101.5 
105.4 
102.4 
105.9 


111.4 
97.3 
113.8 
108.4 
1M.5 
1024 
107.5 
104.9 
95.2 
95.7 
109.0 
102.9 
109.1 
106.8 
104.9 
106.8 
105.7 
107.6 
109.0 


108.7 
103.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
136.5 
120.6 

99.5 
113.3 
110.6 
104.7 

94.0 

. 184.3 

108.7 

95.3 

78.8 
106.3 

95.4 
115.7 


105.8 
100.3 


1865 

1866 


112.9 
106.0 


1867 

1868 ; 

1869 

1870 


107.7 
104.5 
104.9 
105.6 


1871 


102.8 


1872 

1873 


100.9 
108.6 


1874 

1875 


104.9 
106.9 


1876 

1877 


108.3 
103.0 


1878 


102.7 


1879 

1880 


105.4 
106.1 


1881 


107.2 



The varying proportion of the sexes of the children born in the 
different localities or divisions of the State, in different years, is very 
clearly shown in the above Table. Thus, Bristol county, which has 
had the largest average proportion of males to females in the births 
of any division of the State, during the eighteen years previous to 
1881, fell behind every other division in that proportion in 1881. 

The proportion of 91.2 males to each 100 females, in Bristol county, 
is smaller, with three or four exceptions, than has occurred in any 
other division of the State, in any year during the last eighteen. 

During the five years previous to 1881, this county reported an 
average proportion bt 128.5 males to each 100 females. 

The only occurrences, in any division in any year, of smaller pro- 
portions of male births to female births, than reported from Bristol 
county in 1881, were in Kent county, in 1864, 87.3 males, -and in 
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1868, 88.7 males to each 100 females; and in Washington county, in 
1865, 88.1 males, and in 1878, the extremely low and minimum pro- 
portion of all divisions and years, that is, 78.8 males to each 100 
females. 

births: sex an^d season. 

In Table II, on page 4, will be found the number of births, as they 
occurred in the different divisions of the State, during the year 1881, 
arranged by the several months, and by the sexes. From it we 
ascertain the number of each of the sexes born during each quarter 
of the year, with their relative proportions, and also the aggregates 
and proportions of the same for the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly periods, 
number of births and proportion of the sexes, for the same: 



Malee. 

1. January— March 8W . . 

2. April— June 883.. 

8. July— September 906.. 

4. October— December 939 . . 



Females. 

714... 

828... 

...840... 
881 ., 



Males to each 
100 Females. Males. Females. 

, . . .118.4, or 53.46 and 46.54 in each 100 

.. .100.6, or 50.15 and 49.85 in each 100 

... 107.8, or 51.32 and 48.68 in each 100 

. . . . 106.6, or 57.60 and 48.40 in each 100 



Whole year, 1881 8,498 8,263 107.2, or 51.73 and 48.87 in each 100 

The following Table shows the number of male children boi*n, to 
each 100 female children, in each quarter of the last six years, and 
also the proportion of births of male children, to each 100 female 
children born, during two periods of five years each, from 1866 to 
1875 inclusive: 

Table XX. 



TEARS. 



let Quarter. . . 
2d Quarter ... 
8d Quarter... 
4th Quarter... 

Total average 



1881. 
113.4 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 
106.6 


1877. 
107.9 


109.7 


104.6 


100.6 


98.2 


104.2 


98.9 


103.1 


107.8 


103.4 


101.6 


103.8 


97.6 


106.6 


113.0 


111.4 


102.0 


104.2 


107.2 


106.1 


105.4 


102.7 


103.0 




5 years, 
1866-1870. 



106.7 
107.3 
106.0 
104.8 



106.2 



It will be seen, by the preceding Table, that the proportion of the 
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sexes follows no uniform rule in the different quarters of the year, 
hardly any two quarterly periods showing precisely the same propor- 
tions during a period of many years. 

Daring the period of five years from 1871 to 1875 inclusive, the 
average proportion of males born, in the first quarter of each year, 
was 101.5 to each 100 female births, while in 1881 the proportion was 
113.4 male to each 100 female births. 

The proportion of sexes of the children born in the first quarter of 
1881, shows a larger difference than in any previous year during the 
whole period of registration. 

The total average of the several quarters of the year 1881, that is, 
107.2 male to each 100 female births, is also larger in the proportion 
of male births than the average of twenty-eight years. 

The following summary will show the number and sex of the chil- 
dren born in the State, in each quarter of the year, and also the 
proportions of the sexes in each quarter, in the aggregate of a period 
of twenty years next preceding 1880 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. January— March 12,912 12,202 106.8, or 51.41 and 48.69 In each 100 births. 

2. April— June 13,006 12,226 106.4, or 61.66 and 48.46 in each 100 births. 

3. July— September 14,188 13,611 101.3, or 60.85 and 49.15 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December . . . 14,971 14,072 106.4, or 61.65 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 



Whole No. 20 years 65,077 52,151 105.6, or 61.37 and 48.63 hi each 100 births. 

It will be seen that the greatest average difference between the 
numbers of the sexes born, in the different quarters, is between the 
third quarter; and the second and fourth, which are alike. This 
difference of 104.3 males to each 100 females, in the third quarter, or 
about 1.7 per cent, of males in excess of females in each 100 children 
born of both sexes, compared with the largest average of any quarter, 
that is, 106.4 males to each 100 females, or about 2.7 per cent, of males 
in excess of females, is not strongly confirmatory of a belief that 
season has any largely decided influence in the causation of sex. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

Whether some months in the year are, in the long run, more pro- 
lific in the number of children born, in Ehode Island, than other 
months, has apparently an affirmative answer in the results of twenty- 
eight years' registration. The affirmative seems, however, to be more 
true in regard to country than to city life, as will be shown on another 
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page, and the difference has been questioned, as to the matter of fact, 
by the suggestion that incomplete registration may account for that 
difference. 

Admitting that more births, occurring in the first half of the year, 
would fail of being reported to the canvasser than of those occurring 
in the last half, it is hardly probable that the number unreported 
would make up the entire difference in the results. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in 
the State of Khode Island, according to the returns, in each quarter 
of each of the last eight years; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentages of the aggregate in each quarter of the last twenty-eight 
years, from 1854 to 1881 inclusive: 

Table XXI. 



QUARTERS. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


187T. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1854 to 1881. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


January— March 

April — June 


1,534 
1,661 
1,746 
1,820 


1,521 
1,483 
1,640 
1,651 

6,295 


1.465 
1,556 
1,653 
1,676 


1,622 
1,565 
1,731 
1,796 


1,399 
1,406 
1,674 
1,756 


1,524 
1,496 
1,668 
1,641 


1,546 
1,608 
1,668 
1,686 


1,485 
1,555 
1,682 

1,744 


33,457 
33,259 
36,985 
37,550 


23.68 
23.54 


July— September 

October— December 


26.02 
26.76 


W hole year 


6,761 


6,350 


6,714 


6,235 


6.329 


6,508 


6,466 


141,251 


100.00 







The average order of the occurrence of births in Khode Island, in 
the different quarters of the year, during a period of twenty-eight 
years, as will be seen by the above Table, running from the smallest 
to the largest number, has been as follows, viz. : second, first, third, 
fourth. The returns for 1881 do not show exactly the same result, 
the first quarter having the smallest number. But the year 1881 
follows the rule of the long period in returning a considerably smaller 
number during the first than during the last half of the year, the 
difference being greater than in 1880, in which year the proportions 
stood 47.7 of the whole number during the first half, and 52.3 during 
the last half, as against 47.3 in the first and 52.7 in the last half of 
1881, and the average of 47.2 during the first, and 52.8 during the 
last half of the years composing the long period. 

It has been mentioned, in previous reports, that in the city of 
Providence, where the events of birth are collected semi-annually, 
the difference in the number between the first and last halves of the 
year is much less, and that fact suggests the probability of incomplete 
collection of the occurrences of birth in localities where the collection 

9 
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sexes follows no uniform rule in the different quarters of the year, 
hardly any two quarterly periods showing precisely the same propor- 
tions during a period of many years. 

During the period of five years from 1871 to 1875 inclusive, the 
average proportion of males born, in the first quarter of each year, 
was 101.5 to each 100 female births, while in 1881 the proportion was 
113.4 male to each 100 female births. 

The proportion of sexes of the children born in the first quarter of 
1881, shows a larger difference than in any previous year during the 
whole period of registration. 

The total average of the several quarters of the year 1881, that is, 
107.2 male to each 100 female births, is also larger in the proportion 
of male births than the average of twenty-eight years. 

The following summary will show the number and sex of the chil- 
dren born in the State, in each quarter of the year, and also the 
proportions of the sexes in each quarter, in the aggregate of a period 
of twenty years next preceding 1880 

Males to each 
Malee. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. January— March 13,912 12,202 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 births. 

2. April— June 13,006 12,226 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.46 in each 100 births. 

3. July— September 14,188 13,611 101.3, or 60.85 and 49.16 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December... 14,971 14,072 106.4, or 51.65 and 48.45 hi each 100 births. 



Whole No. 20 years 55,077 52,151 105.6, or 61.37 and 48.63 in each 100 births. 

It will be seen that the greatest average difference between the 
numbers of the sexes born, in the different quarters, is between the 
third quarter; and the second and fourth, which are alike. This 
difference of 104.3 males to each 100 females, in the third quarter, or 
about 1.7 per cent, of males in excess of females in each 100 children 
born of both sexes, compared with the largest average of any quarter, 
that is, 106.4 males to each 100 females, or about 2.7 per cent, of males 
in excess of females, is not strongly confirmatory of a belief that 
season has any largely decided influence in the causation of sex. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

Whether some months in the year are, in the long run, more pro- 
lific in the number of children born, in Ehode Island, than other 
months, has apparently an affirmative answer in the results of twenty- 
eight years' registration. The affirmative seems, however, to be more 
true in regard to country than to city life, as will be shown on another 
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page, and the difference has been questioned, as to the matter of fact, 
by the suggestion that incomplete registration may account for that 
difference. 

Admitting that more births, occurring in the first half of the year, 
would fail of being reported to the canvasser than of those occurring 
in the last half, it is hardly probable that the number unreported 
would make up the entire difference in the results. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in 
the State of Ehode Island, according to the returns, in each quarter 
of each of the last eight years; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentages of the aggregate in each quarter of the last twenty-eight 
years, from 1854 to 1881 inclusive: 

Table XXI. 



QUARTERS. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1854 to 1881. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


January— March 

April — June 


1,584 
1,661 
1,746 
1,830 


1,521 
1,483 
1,640 
1,651 

6,295 


1.465 
1,556 
1,653 
1,676 


1,622 
1,565 
1,731 
1,796 


1,399 
1,406 
1,674 
1,756 


1,524 
1,496 
1,668 
1,641 


1,546 
1,608 
1,668 
1,686 


1,485 
1,555 
1,682 
1,744 


33,457 
33,259 
36,985 
37,550 

141,251 


23.68 
23.54 


July— September 

October— December 


26 02 
26.76 


Whole year 


6,761 


6,350 


6,714 


6,235 


6.329 


6,508 


6,466 


100.00 







The average order of the occurrence of births in Ehode Island, in 
the different quarters of the year, during a period of twenty-eight 
years, as will be seen by the above Table, running from the smallest 
to the largest number, has been as follows, viz. : second, first, third, 
fourth. The returns for 1881 do not show exactly the same result, 
the first quarter having the smallest number. But the year 1881 
follows the rule of the long period in returning a considerably smaller 
number during the first than during the last half of the year, the 
difference being greater than in 1880, in which year the proportions 
stood 47.7 of the whole number during the first half, and 52.3 during 
the last half, as against 47.3 in the first and 52.7 in the last half of 
1881, and the average of 47.2 during the first, and 52.8 during the 
last half of the years composing the long period. 

It has been mentioned, in previous reports, that in the city of 
Providence, where the events of birth are collected semi-annually, 
the difference in the number between the first and last halves of the 
year is much less, and that fact suggests the probability of incorajilete 
collection of the occurrences of birth in localities where the collection 

9 
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is deferred to the commencement of the following year; but with the 
admission of that probability there is, as previously remarked, evidence 
of a larger birth rate in the last half of each year. 

The following summary will show the percentages of births in the 
whole State of the different quarters and of each half of the year 
1881: 



January— March 22.7 per cent, of whole nnmber. ) 

V First half... 
April— June 24.6 per cent, of whole nnmber. ) 

July— September 26.8 per cent, of whole nnmber. 1 

>• Second half. 
October— December 26.9 per cent, of whole number. ( 



47.8 per cent. 



52.7 per cent. 



100.0 



100.0 



PARENTAGE. 

By reference to Table I., page 2, in the division of births, there 
will be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
during the year 1881. It will be seen that of the whole number — 
6,761 — there were 2,S59 of American parentage, 2,798 foreign, and 
1,104 of mixed parentage. 

The following Table will show the parentage of the children born 
in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, in 
each of the last five years, and also the number and variations occur- 
ring in four periods of five years each, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXII. 



PARENTAGE. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 1878. 

I 


1877. 


5 years. 
1873 to 

1877. 


5 years. 

1868 to 

1872. 


5 years. 

1863 to 

1867. 


5 years. 

1858 to 

1862. 


American father and mother. . 


2,859 


2,741 


2,767 , 2.887 


2,665 


13,431 


12,214 


9,712 


10,609 


Foreign father and mother . . . 


2,798 


2,555 ' 2,573 ' 2.848 2,642 

1 1 1 


13,990 


12,366 


9,968 


9,697 


Amer. father and For. mother. 


493 


417 


442 


463 ! 416 

1 


11,782 


1,353 


876 


814 


For. father and Amer. mother. 


611 


582 ; 568 


516 1 512 


2,357 


1,720 


941 


755 


Parentage not stated 














70 


223 


















Total 


6,761 


6,295 6.350 


1 
6,714 i H.235 


31,560 


27,653 


21,567 


22,096 






1 




1 





The following Table of percentages may be preferred, as showing 
in a different, and perhaps clearer way, the changes that have occurred 
in the proportions of the births in the different classes of parentage 
during the last six years, and during twenty years from 1858 to 1877 
inclusive, in four equal periods: 
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Table XXIII. 



PARENTAGE. 


1881. 
42.29 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


5 years. 

1873 to 

1877. 


5 years. 

1868 to 

1872. 

44.17 


5 years. 

1863 to 

1867. 


5 years. 

1858 to 

1862. 


American fath. and mo. 


43.55 


43.57 


43.00! 42.74 

1 


40.84 


42.55 


45.18 


48.50 


Foreign fath. and mo. . . 


41.38 


40.60 40.53' 42.82 

1 


42.38 


45.40 


44.35 


44.72 


46.37 


44.33 


Am. fath. and For. mo. 


7.29 


6.62 


6.96 6.35 


6.67 


5.59 


5.84 


4.89 


4.07 


3.72 


For. fath. and Am. mo. 


9.04 


9.23 


8.94 


7.83 


8.21 


8.17 


7.26 


6.22 


4.38 


3.45 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00100 00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



















The preceding Tables, XXII and XXIII, are interesting as showing 
the movements of population in Ehode Island, in the two larger gen- 
eral classes, in the results of nearly a quarter of a century of annual 
birth records. 

It will be seen that in the first period of five years, 1858 to 1862 
inclusive, the number of children born of purely American parent- 
age was 48.5 per cent, of the whole number, and of children born of 
American fathers the percentage was 52.2 of the whole number. 

In contrast with these figures, the percentage of births of purely 
foreign parentage was 44.3 per cent, of the whole, and of children 
born of ioYQ\g\i fathers the percentage was 47.8 of the whole number. 

The percentage of children of American fathers and foreign 
mothers was during that period about 3.7 per cent, of all, and the 
children of foreign fathers and American mothers 3.5 per cent, of 
all. 

In continuation of the comparisons of the proportional birth rates 
of the different classes the following Table will be of manifest assist- 
ance: 

Table XXIV. 



CHILDREN WITH 


1881. 


1880. 
50.17 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 
46.43 


5 years. 
1873 to 

1877. 


5 years. 

1868 to 

1872. 

49.06 


5 years. 

1863 to 

1867. 

49.25 


5 years. 

1858 to 

1862. 


American fathers 


49.58 


50.53 


49.89 49.41 


48.40 


52.22 


Foreifi^ fathers 


50.42 


49.83 


49.47 


50.11 


50.59 


53.57 


51.60 


50.94 


50.75 


47.78 


American mothers 


51.33 


52.78 


52.51 


50.68 


50.95 


49.01 


49.80 


50.39 


49.56 


51.95 


Foreign mothers 


48.67 


47.22 


49.49 49.32 


49.05 50.99 


50.20 


49.61 


50.44 


48.05 
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The above Table shows the proportional percentages of children 
l)orn of American and of foreign fathers, and of American and foreign 
mothers, in each of the last six years, and in each of four periods, of 
five years each, from 1862 to 1881 inclusive. 

It will be seen that the proportion of children of American fathers 
in the first period of five years, 1858 to 1863 inclusive, was 52.2 in 
each 100 children born, the proportion then gradually declined, until 
in the fourth period, from 1873 to 1877 inclusive, the proportion was 
48.4 in each 100 births, and in the single year 1876 only 46.4 in each 
100 births. The proportions since 1876 have increased, with slight 
variations, from year to year, to an average of about 50.4 of American 
fathers in each 100 children born, or a difference of about four in 
each one hundred. 

Of American mothers, the proportion of children born has beeri 
less fluctuating than of American fathers. 

During the first period of five years from 1858 to 1862 inclusive, 
the average annual proportion was 51.9 in each 100 births, running 
down to 49.0 in each 100 in 1876, and then rising with slight varia- 
tions to about 52.8 in 1880, and 51.3 in each 100 births in 1881. 

Of foreign fathers, the proportions of children born, have varied from 
an average of 47. 8 in each 100 during the period of five years 1858 to 1862 
inclusive, to the maximum of 53.6 in the year 1876, and with varying 
proportions one year with another, to 50.4 in each 100 births in 1881. 

Of foreign mothers, the proportions of children born, in the dif- 
ferent years, and different periods of years, were less variable than of 
foreign fathers. In the aggregate of twenty years from 1858 to 
1877, the average annual proportion was 48.8 in each 100 births, and 
varying in no year more than three per cent, from that of any other. 
Since 1877 the greatest difference was between the year 1879, wjtli 49.5 
per cent, of the whole number of births, and 1880, with 47.2 per cent. : 
that is a difference of 2.3 per cent, of the whole number of births of 
that class in each year. 

It will be noticed that the greatest variation of proportion of 
births, of any class of sex of parents, was in the class of foreign 
fathers, or 5.8 in each 100 children born of that class. 

* 

It will be particularly noticed in Table XXIII, that during the 
period of twenty-four years, from 1858 to 1881 inclusive, the -greatest 
changes have occurred in the classes of mixed parentage, 'that is, of 
of American father and foreign mother, and *^vice versa." 

The coalescence by matrimony of representatives of different nation- 
alities, on Rhode Island soil, is very definitely presented in the Table, 
showing increased percentage of children born of mixed parentage. 

During the first period of five years, from 1858 to 1862 inclusive, 
the proportion of children born of American father and foreign 
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mother was about 3.7 in each 100 births. The percentage has 
gradually increased from year to year with very little variation, and 
in 1881 the proportion was about 7.3 in each 100 births, or nearly 
twice as large. 

In the class of foreign father and American mother, it will be 
seen that, during the same first period of five years, the proportion of 
children born was about 3.4 in each 100 births, also gradually increas- 
ing without great variation to the year 1880, when it was 9.2; and 
1881, when it was 9.0 in each 100 births, or nearly three times as 
large. 

PAREKTAGE. PROPORTION^ TO POPULATION^, 1881. 

It will doubtless be of interest to compare the number of births in 
the different classes of parentage, with the population of the same. 
It will be seen, in Table XXIV, that of the whole number of births 
in 1881 there was the proportion of 49.58 per cent, of American 
fathers, and 50.42 per cent, of foreign fathers. Now let us see how 
those proportions agree with the populations of the same classes 
respectively. 

According to the United States census of 1880, the population of 
Rhode Island by parentage was as follows: 

Fathers of American parentage 139,117, or 50.31 per cent. 

Fathers of foreign parentage 187,414, or 49.69 per cent. 

Proportion of Population of American fathers, 1880 50.31 per cent. 

Proportion of children bom of American fathers, 1881 49.58 per cent. 

Proportion of population of foreign parentage by fathers, 1880. 49.69 per cent. 

Proportion of children bom of foreign parentage by fathers, 1881 50.42 per cent . 

It will be seen that in 1881 the percentage of children born of 
American fathers was less than the percentage of American fathers to 
the whole population of the State, and that the percentage of children 
born of foreign fathers was larger than the percentage of foreign 
fathers to the whole population. 

These facts are in accordance with the rule of all the years, with 
scarcely an exception, during which such comparisons could be made. 

But, unless the immigration of foreign born males, or of males of 
foreign parentage should continue largely, the tables will in a short 
period be turned, because the grandchildren of the foreign born, 
whose fathers were born on American soil, will be enumerated as of 
American parentage. And it should be remembered that a very 
considerable number of those enumerated as American fathers, because 
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born on American soil, are the sons of parents born on a foreign soil, 
and their children, although classed as of American nativity, are 
really of foreign parentage by consanguinity. 

Beckoning the parentage by the fathers, there were several towns 
in Providence county, in which the number of children born in 1881, 
of foreign parentage, was largely in excess of those of native paren- 
tage, as will be seen by referring to Table I, pages 2 and 3, and also 
g;S follows: 

Native. Foreign. 

Bnrrillville 55 83 

Cumberland 68 114 

Lincoln 110 822 

North Smithfield 25 43 

Woonsocket 98 348 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

The number of births of colored children are always included in 
the general statistics of births, and therefore have a place in the 
preceding tables. For various reasons they have separate considera- 
tion. The number reported in 1881 was 192, which is considerably 
larger than in any preceding year. The number returned in 1879 
was 159; and in 1880 the number was 140; or 52 less than in 1881. 

With reference to sex, the numbers and proportions were as follows: 
males, 101; females, 91; or 52.6 males, and 47.4 females in each 100 
colored children born; or 111.0 males to each 100 females. 

The proportions of the sexes of the colored children, born in 
different years in Ehode Island, have been singularly changeable, as 
the following summary will show: 

Whole 
Years. No. Males. Females. 

1876 171 64 107. . or 59.8 males to each 100 females. 

1877 168 86 82 or 104.8 males to each 100 females. 

1878 172 79 98 or 85.0 males to each 100 females. 

1879 159. 84 75 or 118.5 males to each 100 females. 

1880 140 75 65 or 115.4 males to each 100 females. 

Perhaps if the number from year to year had been ten or fifteen 
times larger, the disproportions would have been less, as the sexes of 
white children born have varied considerably, one year with another, 
where smaller numbers were reported, as in the smaller populations. 
For instance: 
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1880. 



Whole 
No. 

Barrington 17 . . 

Bristol 181... 

Warren. 80... 



Male?. 
. 10... 
..106... 
. 34... 



Females. The proportion of 

. . . 7, or 143.0 males to each 100 females. 

75, or 141 .8 males to each 100 females . 

46, or 73.9 males to each 100 females. 



1881. 

Whole 
No. Males. Females. The proportion of 

Barrington 13 4 9, or 44.4 males to each 100 females. 

Bristol 147 67 80, or 83.7 males to each 100 females. 

Warren 79 43 36, or 120.0 males to each 100 females . 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER. 



The number and proportion of births to population, as shown in the 
preceding statistics, and the capacity of the mothers for continuous 
child bearing, as will be shown in the following statistics, give some 
knowledge of the physical vigor (and perhaps the moral sentiments) 
of any people. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is, how many of the children born were reported as the first, 
second, third, &c., of their respective mothers. The statistics on 
this subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table includes 
the children reported in 1880 and in 1881, and also the total for 
twenty-five years, 1857 to 1881 inclusive: 



76 



TWENTY-NINTH BEGI8TBATI0N BBPOBT. 



[1881. 



Table XXV. 



NUMBBB OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHEB. 



First... 
Second. 
Third . . 



Fourth. 



Fifth. 
Sixth. 



Seventh. 



Eighth. 
Ninth., 



Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Foorteentli . . . 
Fifteenth . . . . 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth.. . 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty -first. . . . 
Twenty.second. 



Total. 



3880. 



1,480 

1,128 

1,014 

770 

581 

439 

807 

211 

140 

93 

74 

26 

14 

13 

5 

5 















/ 



6,295 




1,562 

1,806 

1,021 

816 

632 

464 

334 

248 

146 

99 

51 

41 

23 

6 

11 

7 

3 

1 











25 years. 
1857-1881. 



31,785 

26,110 

20,468 

15,423 

11,491 

8,330 

5,837 

3,996 

2,624 

1,711 

984 

602 

308 

151 

91 

49 

29 

8 

5 

3 

3 

2 




129,960 



The above total of twenty-five years, does not give the whole num- 
ber of children born in Ehode Island during those years, because 
there are some returns of births every year, in which the number of 
the child of the mother is not given. But such occurrences arc much 
less frequent than formerly, and make now a very insignificant pro- 
portion. 

There having been a considerably larger number of births reported 
in 1881 than in the previous year, it would be expected that there was 
also a larger number in each of the classes of number of child of the 
mother in the same year, and such is the rule, but two noticeable 
exceptions are found; first, in the class of the eleventh child, in 
which thex^e were only about tvvo-tliirds as many in 1881 as in the 
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preceding year; and, secondly, in the class of the fourteenth child, 
in which there were less than half as many as in the previous year. 

The proportion of each class to the whole number will be better 
shown by the following Table, which gives the percentage of the 
children born, in each of the last seven years, who were respectively 
the first, second, third, &c., children of the mothers, and which will 
also give the average percentage of each class of births, during a 
period of ten years, from 1868 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXVI. 



v 


Number of the Child, 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


10 years. 

1868 to 

1877. 


First 


22.92 
19.31 
15.10 
12.07 
9.35 


23.50 
17.84 
16.11 
12.24 
9.23 


22.59 
18.80 
15.87 
12.74 
9.33 


21.77 
20.26 
18.90 
12.32 

8.77 


22.93 
20.98 
16.22 
12.09 
9.07 


24.11 
20.63 
16.04 
12.00 
8.42 


24.87 
20.80 
14.93 
11.78 
8.81 


25.21 


Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 


20.65 

15.49 

11.37 

8.38 






First to Fifth ! 


78.75 
21.25 


78.92 
21.08 


79.38 
20.67 


82.02 
17.98 


81.29 
18.71 


81.20 
18.80 


80.69 
19.81 


81.10 


Sixth and over 


18.90 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 







The percentages of the classes in the order of number of the child 
of the mother not only vary from year to year, but changes also occur 
in the percentages of periods of years. 

For a period of ten years, previous to 1878, the average proportion 
of the class of first child was 25.2 per cent, of the whole number of 
births, or more than one quarter; while during the last four years, 
1878-1881, the proportion has averaged only 22.7 per cent. 

In the class of second child of the mother, the average of the same 
period of ten years was 20.7 per cent, of the whole number of births; 
while during the last four years the average has been only 19.0 per 
cent. 

In the class of fifth child the average of the same ten years was 
8.3 per cent., while during the last four years the average has been 
9.2 per cent. 

In all the classes above the fifth child of the mother, the average 
of the same ten years was 18.9 per cent., and during the last four 
years the average of the same classes has been 20.5 per cent. 

10 
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Ifc will be seen, then, that although the number of births has in- 
creased in all the classes, the increase of percentage has been entirely 
in the classes above and including that of the fourth child of the 
mother. This fact is significant of a disposition to an increased 
number of children by mothers who have already borne three or more 
children, and indicates, so far, a healthier moral sentiment than has 
hitherto prevailed. 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The general facts in relation to plural births in Ehode Island dur- 
ing the year 1881, may be found in Table III, on the sixth page. 

It will be seen there that there were sixty-three cases of twins, and 
one case of triplets during the year. 

The number of children was 129, of which 70 were males and 59 
were females. 

Of these 64 cases of plural births, 27 occurred in Providence 
county towns; 23 in Providence city; 5 in Washington county; 4 in 
Kent county; 3 in Newport county; and 2 in Bristol county. 

The parentage of the children of plurality birth in 1881 was as 
follows: Of the 64 cases, 26 were of purely American parentage; 12 
of Irish; 9 of French; 1 each of English, Scotch and German; and 
14 of mixed parentage. 

Of the 14 cases of mixed parentage, 2 were of American fathers, 4 
of Irish fathers, 7 of English fathers, and 1 of German father. 

Of the mothers of the mixed parentage of plural births, 8 were 
American; 3 were Irish; and there was one each of English, Scotch 
and Swedish nationality. 

In relation to season, the numbers in the different months were as 
follows : 

January 7 April 6 July 9 October 6 

February 5 May 3 August 5 November 7 

March 8 June 4 September 4 December 5 

First quarter 15 Second quarter 13 Third quarter . . . . 18 Fourth quarter 18 

Total 64 

The general statistics of births reported in Ehode Island during a 
period of twenty-eight years, that is, from 1854 to 1881 inclusive, 
are as follows: 

138,236 cases of single births giving 138,236 children. 

1,479 cases of twin births giving 2,958 children. 

19 cases of triple births giving 67 children. 



139,784 cases of child-birth giving 141,251 children. 
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Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (139,734) during the 
twenty-eight years, one in 91.8 produced twins, and one in 7,355 pro- 
duced triplets. 

Of the whole number of children born during the same period 
(141,251), ascertained from the reports, one in every 48 was a twin, 
and one in every 2,478 was a triplet. 

Of the 1,498 cases of plurality births which have occurred in the 
State during the last twenty-eight years, there were 645 cases in 
which both parents were Americans; 712 cases in which both parents 
were foreign; 133 cases in which the parentage was mixed, that is, 
one American and one foreign parent; and 8 in which the parentage 
was not stated. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases during the 
twenty-eight years was 3,015, of whom 1,523 were males, and 1,488 
were females; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 

STILL-BORI?^ CHILDREN^. 

The statistics in relation to still-born children, as stated in previous 
reports, are obtained from the returns of deaths, but are not num- 
bered with, or in any way included in the statistics of deaths of this 
or previous reports. 

For the reason that they occupy a somewhat anomalous position in 
the statistics of life and death, they are given a separate consideration. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Ehode Island 
for the year 1881 was 264; this number is 48 more than for the year 
1879, and 72 more than for 1880. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different divisions 
of the State: * 

Bristol Connty. 10 Providence County, Towns 62 

Kent County 11 Providence City 161 

Newport County, Towns 8 Washington County 6 

NewportCity 11 Whole State 264 

The following are the towns, and the number of still-born reported 
from each in 1881, viz: 
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Providence City 161 

WooDsocket 31 

Newport City 11 

Bristol and 
Coventry, 

Pawtnckct .. 8 

Lincoln 7 



ind) 
^ f 



each 9 18 



Cumberland 

Westerly 

Warwick, 
Cranston, 
New Shoreham, 
North Smithfield and 
Scitaate, 

Barrlngton, 

Middletown, 

Glocester, 

Burrillville, 

East Providence, 

Scituate, 

Hopkinton, 

Richmond, 



6 
4 



each 3. 



10 



^eachl 8 



Total.. 



264 



There were fourteen towns from which no report of still-born chil- 
dren was received. 

Sex, — Of the 264 still-born children, 169 were males and 95 were 
females. 

Parentage. — Of the 264 births of this class, the parentage was 
divided as follows: 



American parents. 
Foreign parents. . . 



ISO 
144 



Whole number 264 

Color, — The divisions of the still-born children in respect to color 
were as follows: 



White. 



.246 Black 18 



The number of colored still-born children was 6 larger than in 1879 
and in 1878. 
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Of the white still-born children there were 66 more than in 1880, 
and 42 more than in 1879. 

Season, — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
several months of 1881 was as follows: 

January 20 May 24 September 20 

February 29 June 19 October 21 

March 18 July 20 November 26 

April 24 August 20 December 24 

Total 264 

SUMMARY OF STILL-BORK. 

The following table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children whose births were reported in Ehode Island during each of 
the last five years, and a period extending from June 1, 1852, to 
December 31, 1880, and also total of whole number: 

Table XXVII. 



SEX. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


June 1, 1852, 

to 
Dec. 31, 1880. 


Total. 


Males 

Females 


169 
95 


123 
69 


124 
92 


149 
99 


147 
95 


3,090 

2,051 

52 


3,259 
2,146 


Sex not stated 


52 
















Total 


264 


192 


216 


248 


242 


5,193 


5,457 



It will be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since June 1, 1852, is 5,457. Of the sex of this number, there 
were 3,259 males, 2,146 females, and of 52 the sex was not given. 
The ratio of occurrence, in regard to sex, would therefore be as fol- 
lows: In each 100 children there were 60 males, and 40 females; or 
for every 100 females there were 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1881 varies some- 
what from the average of a period of more than twenty-nine years. 
The proportion standing at about 178 males to each 100 females; or 
64 males and 36 females in each 100. 

Season of Still-births. — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported in Ehode Island during a 
period of twenty-nine years, from 1853 to 1881 inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occurred: 
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Still-bork— TwENTT-NiNB YsABS, 1858-1881. Season. 



January 489 

February 462 

March 430 

l8t Quarter 1,381 



April 418 

May 426 

June 405 

2d Quarter 1,249 



July 467 

August 479 

September 453 

3d Quarter 1,399 



October 419 

November 463 

December 515 

4th Quarter 1,397 



First six months, 2,630; second six months, 2,796; total, 5,426. 

During a period of twenty-nine years, it will be seen by the above 
summary that the smallest number of still-births occurring in any 
month in the year was in June, and the largest number in December. 

Taking the quarterly periods, it will be seen that the occurrence of 
still-births, in the order of from the smallest to the largest number, 
has been as follows: 1st, Second quarter; 2d, First quarter; 3d, 
Fourth quarter; 4th, Third quarter. In accordance with the general 
birth rate, the last half of the year has considerably the largest pro- 
portion. 

The proportions in 1881 differ somewhat from the long period of 
years. The following summary will show the percentages of the still- 
births occurring in Khode Island, in the different quarters of the 
year, during a period of twenty-nine years, from 185.3 to 1881 inclu- 
sive, and during the year 1881: 



Ist Quarter. 2d Quarter. 3d Quarter. 

29 years, 1858-1881 25.5 23.1 26.7.... 

One year, 1881 25.3 25.3 22.7... 



4th Quarter. 

26.7 

27.7 



PARENTAGE OF THE STILL-BORN. 

The parentage of the still-born was not made a matter of record, 
for incorporation in the annual registration reports, previous to the 
year 1859. 

During the thirteen years from 1859 to 1871 inclusive, the whole 
number of still-births reported was 2,263, of which the parentage was 
as follows: American, 927; foreign, 1,334; unknown, 2. 

The proportions were, therefore, 41.0 American and 59.0 foreign in 
each 100. 

To show the changes that have occurred from year to year in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, reckoning by the parentage 
of the mother, in contrast with the percentages of the same nativities 
to the whole number of births, reckoned by the parentage of the 
father, the following resum6, for various years and periods of years, 
is presented: 
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Of Whole No. Births. 



Of Whole No. still-born. 



Years. American. Foreign. American. Foreign. 

1871 :.... 49.36 and 50.64 in each 100 41.00 and 59.00 in each 100. 

1872 47.59 and 52.41 in each 100 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

1873 50.30 and 49.70 in each 100 59.21 and 40.79 in each 100. 

1874 47.14 and 52.86 in each 100 50.00 and 50.00 in each 100. 

1875 47.88 and 52.12 in each 100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

1876 46.43 and 53.57 iu each 100 45.76 and 54.24 in each 100. 

1877 49.41 and 51.59 in each 100 68.31 and 46.69 in each 100. 

1878 49.85 and 50.65 in each 100 55.65 and 44.35 in each 100. 

1879 50,53 and 49.47 in each 100 54.63 and 45.37 in trach 100. 

1880 60.17 and 49.88 in each 100 64.16 and 45.84 in each 100. 

1881 49.60 and 50.40 in each 100 48.10 and 51.90 in each 100. 

14 years. 

1859-1872 50.54 and 49.46 in each 100 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

7 years. 

1873-1881 49.1 and 50.9 in each 100 51.84 and 48.16 in each 100. 



MARRIAGES, 1881. 



The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island during the year 
1881 was 2,750.' This number is 19 less than in 1880, and 351 more 
than in 1879. 

The general statistics of marriages in 1881, in relation to season 
and number in the different divisions of the State, may be found in 
Table IV, 'on the seventh page. 

SEASOl^. 

The following Table will show the number and percentage of mar- 
riages in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1881; together 
with the aggregate number and percentage in each quarter for 
twenty-eight years, viz., from 1854 to 1881 inclusive. 

Table XXVIII. 



YEARS. 



) Number. . . 

1881 y 

) Percentage 

28 Years. ) Number. . . 
1854-1881 (Percentage 



First 
Quarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Third 
Quarter. 


Fourth 
Quarter. 


671 


756 


549 


774 


24.4U 


27.50 


20.00 


28.10 


12,900 


14,297 


13,483 


16,923 


22.41 


24.82 


23.41 


29.36 



Whole 
Year. 



2,760 
100.00 

57,603 
100.00 



It will be noticed in the above Table, that the proportion of mar- 
riages in the different quarters of the year have very considerable 
variation. 

During the period of twenty-eight years, the percentage of the ag- 
gregate of the last quarter of each year was the largest in the series, 
and the< percentage of' the first quarter the smallest. The order of 
proportion in the different quarters from the least to the largest, was 
as follows: first, third, second, fourth. 

In 1881 the order of proportion differed considerably from the rule 
of the long period, the smallest number of marriages having been 
solemnized in the third quarter, and the next largest number in the 
first quarter, followed by second and fourth. 
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NATIVITY OF PERSOl^S MARRIED. 



The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the last eight years, and also 
for the aggregate of twenty years, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXIX. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 



United States 

Foreign conntries 

American groom, foreign bride 

Foreign groom, American bride. . 
Not stated 



Total. 



1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


18'57. 


1876. 


1,638 


1,775 


1,511 


1,455 


1,407 


1,402 


623 


548 


467 


493 


496 


513 


344 


202 


209 


181 


177 


144 


245 


244 


209 


195 


202 


194 


2,750 


2,769 


2,396 


2,324 


» 
2,282 


2,253 



20 years. 

1858-77. 

Total. 



25,674 

10,963 

2,410 

2,750 

64 

41,861 



There were 19 less marriages in 1881 than there were in 1880, and this 
deficiency was not only entirely of purely American nativity, but 
the number of that nativity was 137 less than in the previous 
year. In every other class there was an increased number, that of 
foreign groom and American bride, however, was very slight. 

It will scarcely fail to be noticed how gi'adually the mixed marriages 
have increased from year to year since 1876. 

It will also be noticed, that in the class of foreign born, the num- 
ber is larger by a proportion of from one-eighth to one-seventh than 
in 1880. The number of immigrants of marriageable age from Ger- 
many, Sweden and other European countries, and from the Canadian 
Provinces, has been unusually large during the last two or three 
years, and that has enlarged the number of foreign born, and there- 
fore contributed more largely to the whole number of marriages. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
eign and mixed marriages in each of the last six years, and in the 
aggregate for the twenty years, 1858 to 1877 inclusive. By mixed 
marriages are meant those where one party was of American and the 
other of foreign birth: 
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Table XXX. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 


I88I. 


84.10 
16.11 


88.08 


83-80 
18.18 
100.00 


81.08 
18.61 


1878. 


VoZ"- 


UDll*d SIMM 

Foreign countries 

Mixed 


... 17.79 


82.B8 
IS.OO 


ae.io 

12.48 


Totil 


,»« 


100.00 


100.00 


mM_ 


100.00 



It will be seen that the percentHge of marriages of persons of 
American birth, was smaller than in any one of the previous five 
years, and also smaller than the average of a period of twenty years 
prior to 1878. 

The increase of percentage in the classes of foreign and mixed, will 
also be noticed. 

AGES OF PERSONS HARRIED. 

The number of persons married in Rhode Island during the year 
1881, in the different periods of life, is shown in Table V on page 8. 
The number of each sex, in each division of age, can also be found in 
the following Table: 

Table XXXI. 



^ 


IS 


a 


a 


s 


s 


, 


IS 


s 


£ 


r. 


. 


s 


^ 


li 


H 


H 




?. 


s 


s 


H 


?. 


?. 


M 


s 


s 


w 


H 


B 8 


!j 


Si 


^ 


s 


^ 


S 


s 


^ 


£ 


8 


s 


s 


& 


J ,.^ 


BIB 


314 


m 


118 


73 


37 


33 


36 


IS 


5 


, 


, 




m 


1,181 


69S 


1MB 


106 




85 


n 


13 




3 


















1^ 


E.HS 


1,410 


«7 


m 


197 


m 


64 


81 


SI 


16 


« 


' 







There has been some change during the last five years in the pro- 
portion of those of both sexes who were married under twenty years 
of age, and of those females who were married for the first time when 
over twenty-five years of age. 

The proportions of both sexes, married under twenty, have de- 
creased very considerably, and of females between twenty-five and 
thirty-five the proportions have increased. 
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Some cnrions anomalies occurred in 1881, as in other yenra, in re- 
gard to the ages of tiie bride and groom respectively. Six grooms 
between forty and fovty-five, two between forty-five and fifty, and one 
between fifty and fifty-five years of age, married brides under twenty 
years of age. One groom between eighty and eighty-five, married a 
bride between forty and forty-five. 

The greater departures from the ordinary rule aro, however, when 
the groom takes a bride many \ears older than liimself. During 1881 
there waa one bride, between thirty-five and forty, that took for a 
husband a blushing youth under twenty; one bride, between forty-five 
and fifty, took a husband between twenty and twenty-five, and one, 
between sixty and sixty-five, accepted a husband between twenty-five 
and thirty. 

The whole number of persons, in each division of ages of both sexes, 
man'ied in Rhode Island in each of the last sixteen years, that is, from 
1866 to 1881 inclusive, is presented in the following Table: 

Table XXXII. 
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Although the whole number of marriages, in 1881, was slightly 
smaller than in the previous year, the number of both sexes married 
in 1881 under twenty years of age was not only smaller, but, in pro- 
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portion to whole number, was very much smaller than in the previous 
year, or in any year during the whole period of registration. 

The following summary of percentages of persons of both sexes, 
married under twenty years of age, in different later years taken at 
random, will show the decline in the proportions of the same: 

Years. Married under 20 years of age. 

1870 15.9 per cent, of whole number. 

1872.. 15.5 per cent, of whole number. 

1876 15.3 per cent, of whole number. 

1880 12.4 per cent, of whole number. 

1881 10.9 per cent, of whole number. 

The relative proportions of the sexes married at different ages will 
be found below. 

PROPORTION OF SEX. 

The following Table will show the percentages of males married, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-two years: 

Table XXXIII. 



YEARS; 


Under 20. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


50 & over. 


Total. 




fl860 i 


5.0 
4.6 
4.2 
3.5 
4.3 
3.5 
5.3 
4.3 

4.1 
4.3 
4.8 
5.3 
4.3 
3.8 
4.1 
3.5 
5.1 
4.3 
3.9 
3.9 
3.6 
2.8 


42.8 
44.5 
37.8 
38.0 
38.8 
37.0 
40.9 
40.1 
39.9 
39.6 
40.4 
40.1 
41.3 
42.4 
40.4 
40.9 
37.5 
36.0 
38.5 
37.8 
38.9 
37.2 


26.9 
25.4 
27.9 
29.6 
27.3 
28.4 
27.0 
27.9 
28.2 
27.7 
28.1 
28.9 
28.2 
26.7 
27.2 
27.8 
286 
30.2 
29.0 
28.8 
27.5 
29.7 


16.3 
15.5 
18.3 
17.2 
17.9 
18.9 
16.4 
16.8 
17.1 
18.5 
16.0 
16.5 
16.6 
17.0 
17.5 
17.5 
17.9 
18.7 
18.0 
19.3 
19.9 
19.5 


5.7 
5.8 
5.9 
5.8 
7.4 
7.6 
6.3 
6.8 
6.1 
6.1 
6.4 
4.9 
5.2 
6.0 
6.4 
6.1 
5.6 
5.9 
6.3 
5.4 
5.8 
6.8 


3.3 
4.2 
5.9 
5.9 
4.3 
4.7 
4.1 
4.1 
4.6 
3.8 
4.3 
4.3 
4.4 
4.1 
4.4 
4.2 
4.3 
4.9 
4.3 
4.8 
4.3 
4.0 


100.00 




1861 


100.00 




1862 


100.00 




1863 

1864 


100.00 
100.00 




1865 


100.00 




1866 


100.00 




1867 


100.00 




1868 

1869 


100.00 
100.00 


M ■ 
< 


1870 .' 

1871... 

1872 

1873 


100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 




1874 

1875 


100.00 
100.00 




1876 


100.00 




1877 


100.00 




1878 

1879 


100.00 
100.00 




1880 


100.00 




1881 


100.00 
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The following Table will show the percentages of females married, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-two years: 

Table XXXIV. 



YEARS. 



QQ 
< 



ri860. 
1861. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 



Under 20. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


50 & over. 


25.8 


44.1 


17.0 


9.1 


2.6 


1.4 


29.6 


42.0 


15.2 


7.8 


4.1 


1.3 


24.9 


41.3 


10.7 


11.8 


4.1 . 


1.2 


24.9 


42.6 


16.9 


9.8 


4.1 


1.7 


24.2 


43.4 


17.8 


10.3 


2.9 


1.4 


22.6 


42.3 


19.1 


11.0 


3.5 


1.5 


24.7 


42.9 


17.4 


11.0 


2.7 


1.3 


25.4 


40.5 


19.3 


10.0 


3.4 


1.4 


24.4 


40.9 


18.1 


11.6 


3.3 


1.7 


24.1 


40.5 


18.7 


12.1 


3.4 


1.2 


26.8 


89.4 


17.9 


10.8 


8.9 


1.2 


24.6 


41.9 


19.1 


10.1 


3.1 


1.2 


26.7 


40.5 


18.4 


9.9 


3.2 


1.3 


25.3 


40.8 


17.5 


12.0 


2.7 


1.7 


26.3 


88.1 


19.3 


11.1 


3.9 


1.3 


23.9 


42.1 


16.8 


11.8 


4.0 


1.4 


25.6 


39.8 


17.6 


12.0 


3.7 


1.3 


23.4 


40.4 


18.8 


12.1 


3.6 


1.7 


22.7 


40.4 


19.3 


12.2 


3.8 


1.6 


22.8 


40.7 


19.4 


12.1 


3.0 


2.0 


21.1 


44.2 


18.0 


12.0 


3.3 


1.4 


19.0 


43.0 


21.6 


11.2 


3.8 


1.5 



Total. 

100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 



The above Tables *are instructive, in that they show the changes 
that have taken place in the percentages of the sexes, married in the 
different divisions of age, during the last twenty-two years. 

In Table XXXIII it will be seen that the proportion of males 
married, under 20 years of age, has gradually lessened, with only 
temporally interruptions, from 5.0 per cent, of the whole number of 
males married in 1860 to 2.8 per cent, of the same class married in 
1881, or a proportion of but little more than half as many. 

The proportion of males, between twenty and twenty-five, has also 
decreased, but to a considerably less extent. 

The proportion of males, married in every division of age above 
twenty-five, has gradually increased through the same series of years, 
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with only temporary interruptious, standing in 1881 at 60 per cent, 
of the whole number, as against 52.0 per cent, in 1860. 

In Table XXXIV it will also be seen that the proportion of females 
married under twenty years of age has been, with few exceptions, 
gradually lessening during the period of twenty-two years. From a 
proportion of 25.8 per cent, of the whole number of females married 
in 1860, the proportion married under twenty was reduced to 19.0 

per cent, in 1881. 

In the class of females married between twenty and twenty-five years 
of age, the proportions have not changed very much from year to year, 
and the percentage to whole number of females married in 1881, that 
is, 43.0 per cent., varies only about one per cent, from that of 1860. 

In all the periods of life above twenty years of age there has been 

a gradual increase, subject to slight fluctuations, of the proportions 

of females assuming the marriage relation, and shows the general 

tendency, as in the case of males, and as compared with former years, 

of postponing marriage responsibilities to more advanced stages of 

life. 

It is quite probable that the recently amended marriage law of the 

State, requiring the consent in writing of the parent or guardian to 

the marriage of any^ person under twenty-one years of age, has 

operated to reduce in some measure the proportions of both males 

and females married during 1881, 

COLORED MARRIAGES. 

There wxre 168 persons of color married in Rhode Island during 
the year 1881, or 84 marriages of that class, according to the returns. 
The number of marriages is 8 more than in 1880, and 23 more than 
in 1879. It is the largest ever recorded in the State in any year, with 
the exception of the year 1868, when the number was the same. 

They were reported in 1881 from the following towns, viz. : 

Providence ^. 61 

Newport 10 

Warren, 

Pawtucket, - 2 each. 6 

Hopkinton. , 
Bristol, 
Portsmouth, 
East Providence, 

Smithfield, }■ 1 each 7 

North Kingstown, 
South Kingstown, 

Westerly. 

Total 84 



1881.] MARRIAGES. 91 

The following summary will show what the proportion of colored 
persons married during each of the six years from 1876 to 1881 in- 
clusive, bears to the whole number of colored persons in the State; 
and also the proportion which the whole number of persons married 
in each of the same years, bears to the whole population of the State: 

1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 1877. 1876. 

Ratio of colored persons married to whole One One One One One One 

of colored population of the State, in every in every in every in every in every in every 



.39.2 43.3 51.4 39.1 49.0 53.1 



Ratio of whole number of persons married 
to whole population of the State. 



.50.3 50.0 57.8 55.7 56.6 57.3. 



The above is on the basis of the National Census of 1880. 

It will be perceived that marriages of the colored race have uni- 
formly been of larger proportions than of the white, and that the 
fluctuations of the proportion from year to year have also been greater 
in the colored race. 



DIVORCES, 1881. 



The number of applications for divorce in Rhode Island, during 
the year 1881, as ascertained by reports from the clerks of the supreme 
courts of the different counties, was (350) three hundred and fifty. 
The number in 1880 was (347) three hundred and forty-seven; and in 
1879 it was (255) two hundred and fifty-five. 

During the year 1881 there were (268) two hundred and sixty-eight 
applications for divorce granted, which were five less than in 1880, 
and twenty-two more than in 1879. 

The following Table shows the number of applications for divorce, 
and the number granted, in 1881, in each county of the State; also 
the causes alleged for the applications. 

Table XXXV. 
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lu the two hundred and sixty-eight applications for divorce which 
were granted in 1881, the whole number of causes alleged for the 
same was five hundred and eighty-three. 

It will be seen that more than one cause is alleged why divorce 
should be granted, in a majority of cases, and in some applications 
several reasons are s 



1881.] 



DIVORCES. 



93 



In the 583 causes alleged it will be noticed that only 71 alleged 
"adultery" as a reason; while there were 190 in which "neglect to 
provide the necessaries of life" were given; 173, "willful desertion;" 
56, "Continued drunkenness;" 49, "extreme cruelty;" and 44 
others, "gross misbehavior" were specified. 

The causes alleged cannot, however, be accepted as the true causes 
in all cases. Misrepresentation is made, not un frequently, and in 
some cases there has seemed to be collusion between the parties. 

There are in every year petitions for divorce which are not heard by 
the court in that year, and so are heard, gi'anted or refused in the 
ensuing year. 

In order to show the actual number of applications, and the num- 
ber of divorces granted in each of the last nine years, the following 
summary is presented: 



1873 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 



Applications 
for Divorce. 

261.... 

276.... 

. .. .227.... 

254 

257 ... 

258 ... 

265 

347 

860 



Divorces 
Granted. 
....173... 
. ..242... 
....158... 
....196... 
....178... 
.. .196... 
...246... 
...278... 
....268 .. 



Applications 
refused or continued 

or withdrawn. 

88 

34 

69 

58 

79 

62 

9 

74 

92 



9 years total 2,485. 



1,930 



566 



The proportion of divorces granted, to whole number of applica- 
tions during the last nine years, is 77.6 in each 100. 

The number of applications for divorce, in Rhode Island, increase 
from year to year with only slight fluctuations. The number in 1881 
was the largest ever reported. 

The proportion of petitions for divorce granted in 1881 was 76.5 
per cent, of the applications made during the same year. This pro- 
portion is 2.1 per cent, smaller than that of 1880. 

The ratio of divorces granted in 1881, to whole number of marriages 
during the year, was one divorce to every 10.4 marriages. 

The ratio of applications for divorce to the whole number of mar- 
riages during the year, was one application to less than every eight 

marriages. 
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The following Table shows the namber of divorces granted in each 
eiiuutVy and in the whole State, in each of the last thirteen years, 
with the proportion of marriages to each divorce granted in each year: 

Table XXXVI. 
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It will be seen, by the above Table, that the proportion of divorces 
granted in the whole State, in 1881, to the number of marriages the 
same year, was slightly less than in the previous year. 

The large proportion in Kent county, only 7.3 marriages to one 
divorce, is unprecedented in the whole period of registration. 

This county has reported the largest proportion of any, for the last 
three years. 

Bristol county shows the smallest ratio of divorces granted in 1881, 
to the number of marriages, that is, one divorce to about 20 marriages. 
In 1880 the proportion was one divorce to 12 marriages. In the year 
1875 there were only 2 divorces, as against 100 marriages. Newport 
county in 1871 had only 4 divorces, as against 199 marriages. 

Newport county has had the least fluctuation from year to year, in 
the ratio of divorce to marriage, of any county in the State. 

In the whole State the tendency, during the last thirteen years, has 
been to an increase of the proportion of divorce to marriage. 
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During the three years from 1869 to 1871 inclusive, the proportion 
was one divorce to every 13.5 marriages. From 1872 to 1876 inclusive 
it was one divorce to every 13.1 marriages; and from 1877 to 1881 
inclusive it was one divorce to every 11 marriages. 

Divorce returns were not included in the Registration Reports 
previous to 1869. 



DEATHS, 1881. 



There were returns of five thousand and sixteen (5,016) deaths in 
Rhode Island, in 1881, reported to the State Registrar. It is the 
largest number that has ever occurred or been reported in the State, 
being 187 larger than in 1880, and 541 larger than in 1879. 

This increased number is not owing to a very much larger prevalence 
of fatal sickness, during 1881, or entirely to the increased population; 
the fact of a more complete collection of the returns having an 
important relation to the results. 

■ TJiis fact, which seems indisputable, will account in part for the 
increased proportion of deaths to population, which, as previously 
shown in Tables VII and XIV, was 18.1 decedents in each thousand 
persons in 1881, as against 17.5 decedents in each thousand in 1880. 
It will be understood that the percentage in both years is based on 
the population as ascertained by the National Census of 1880, and 
therefore the percentage of 1881 is actually larger than the population 
in 1881 would warrant. It is indeed quite probable that if the actual 
population in 1881 was known, it would be found that the percentage 
of mortality in 1881 was really less than in 1880. 

The death rate varies considerably in the different towns in the 
State, during the same year, as well as in different years. The 
larger the population, however, the less will be the variation from 
year to year. Various diseases, not contagious or ordinarily epidemic, 
may occur more largely in one year than in another, and therefore 
increase the percentage of deaths in that year. And when a sweeping 
epidemic of a fatal character occurs, then, of course, the death rate 
would be enlarged. 

To illustrate the above remarks the following summary is presented, 
showing the death rate of several towns, taken at random, and the 
cities of Providence and Newport, in each of the last four years: 

1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 

In each In each In each In each 

*Popa]ation. 1000. 1000. lOuO. 1000. 

Westerly 6,104 8.0 10.5 12.6 6.9 

West Greenwich .. 1,018 15.8 21.6 22.6 14.7 

Durriiiviiie D|T14....... il.o ...13.3.... ..•.••• . lo. 4. ........... .l3>o 

woonsocKei/. Jo.uoU ....lo.0..« 17.1.. ...IVaO ..19.6 

't^awiiicKei. .... .......... 1 UfUou ............. i t •& .... .•...« . id. 7 ... ....... . io.4 ..••.••• •••.. i T • V 

Warren 4,007 20.9 13.9 19.2 19 2 

Providence City 104,857 18.9 19.8 19.8 20.B 

Newport City 15,693... 14.2 16.8 15.4 16.1 

*By the Censas of 1880. 
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It will be seen that the fluctuations of proportion have been much 
greater in the small populations than in the larger. 

Providence city contains about 38 per cent, of the population of the 
State. Having nearly all the characteristics of the largest cities, it 
has been the custom in previous reports to contrast the death rate in 
that city with the death rate in the rest of the State. 

The following synopsis will show the population, number of deaths, 
and proportion of the decedents to the population, in Providence city 
and in the rest of the State, in each of the three years 1879, 1880 
and 1881: 



Population. 



Number of 
Deaths. 



^ (Providence City 104,857 2,026., 

SlRestof state 171,674 2,446.. 

xj Providence City 104,857 2,080. 

S i Rest of State 171,674 2,749. . 

„•( Providence City 104,857 2,145. 

^ (Rest of State 171,674 2,871. 



One Death 

in every 

. . . .51.76. . . 

...70 25... 



• •••••• %^Jm^^ • « • 

• • • • • » .Uwv^O* a • 

48 88 
60.00... 



In each 

1000. 

, . . . 19.32 

...14.02 



..19.88 
...16.00 

..20.50 
...16.70 



The above proportions, based on the Census of 1880, are larger 
than the true proportions, because of the increase of population. 
But the actual population being unknown, compels the use of the 
official enumeration last made. 



SEX OF DECEDENTS. 



Of the 5,016 persons whose deaths were returned, during the year 
1881, 2,467 were males, and 2,549 were females; the ratio standing at 
96.78 males to each 100 females, or 49.18 males and 50.82 females in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Tables, XXXVII and XXXVIII, show-the number 
and proportion of males and females among the decedents, and also 
among the children born in Rhode Island during the ten years 1853 to 
1862 inclusive; also in each of the nineteen years from 1863 to 1881 
inclusive, and for the entire period of twenty-nine years: 
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Table XXXVII. 



m 
b 



10 years, 1853-18G2 10,930 males 11 ,^9 females or 96.9 males to 100 females . 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 females or 10*2.2 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,633 males 1,727 females or 94.5 males to 100 females . 

1865 1.686 males 1,719 females or 98. 1 males to 100 females . 

1866 1,497 males 1,473 females or 101.6 males to 100 females. 

1867 1,442 males 1,447 females or 99 7 males to 100 females. 

1868 1,413 males 1,499 females or 94 3 males to 100 females. 

1869 1,696 males 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870 1,588 males 1,650 females or 96.2 males to 100 females. 

1871 1,621 males 1,728 females or 94.1 males to 100 females. 

1872 2,118 males 2,129 females or 99.4 males to 100 females. 

1873 2,166 males 2,287 females or 95 5 males to 100 females. 

1874 2,111 males 2,118 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1875 2,108 males 2,209 females or 95.4 males to 100 females. 

1876 1,969 males 2,147 females or 91.7 males to 100 females. 

1877 2,132 males 2,318 females or 92.0 males to 100 females. 

1878 2,161 males 2,280 females or 94.8 males to 100 females. 

1879 2,183 males 2^9 females or 95.4 males to 100 females. 

1880 2,366 males 2,468females or 96.0 males to 100 females. 

1881 2,467 males 2,549 females or 96.8 males to 100 females. 



i, 29 years 46,908 males 48,518 females or 96.7 males to 100 females. 



Table XXXVIII. 



00 

b 

n 



years, 1858-1862 18,377 males 17,260 females or 106 4 males to 100 females. 

863 1,892 males 1,788 females or 106.8 males to 100 females. 

864 1,949 males 1,942 females or 100.8 males to 100 females. 

865 2,096 males 1,857 females or 112.9 males to 100 females. 

866 2,546males 2,366female8 or 108.1 males to 100 females. 

867 2,655 males 2,464 females or 107.7 males to 100 females. 

868 2,745 males 2,627 females or 104.5 males to 100 females. 

g69 2,685 males 2,560females or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

870 2,679 males 2,586 females or 106.6 males to 100 females. 

871 2,878 males 2,800 females or 102.8 males to 100 females. 

872 3,085 males 8,058 females or 100.9 males to 100 females. 

873 3,135 males 2,887 females or 108.6 males to 100 females. 

874 3,311 males 3,155 females... ....or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

875 8,362 males 3,146 females or 106.9 males to 100 females. 

876 3,291 males 8,038 females or 108.3 males to 100 females. 

g77 3,168males 3,072female8 or 108.0 males to 100 females. 

878 3,402 males 3,312 females or 102.7 males to 180 females. 

^9 3,259 males 8,091 females or 106.4 males to 100 females. 

880 8,241 males 3,064 females or 106.1 males to 100 females. 

881 3,498 males 3,263 females or 107.2 males to 100 females. 



29 years 73,249 males 69,266 females or 106.7 males to 100 females. 
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Table XXXVII shows that, in nearly every year, the number of 
female decedents exceeds that of male decedents, and, on the other 
hand. Table XXXVIII shows that the number of female children 
born is less, every year, than the number of male children born. 

If the population of the State was confined exclusively to those who 
were born and remained within the State, it is obvious that such 
dissimilar relations of the events of birth and death could not long 
continue without largely increasing the male population. 

That such is not the case is shown by the National Census of 1880, 
by which the enumeration of the sexes was as follows: 

Males 183,030 Females 143,501 

The circumstances are accounted for on the ground of the move- 
ments of population. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
month of the year 1881, and in each division of the State, may be 
found in Table VI, on the ninth page. 

The influence of season upon mortality may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths in each quarter of each of the last five years, and in the aggre- 
gate for the twenty-five years from 1853 to 1877 inclusive : 

Table XXXIX. 



























1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


185a-1877. 


SEASON. 


a 

Xi 

B 
1,236 

• 

1,171 
1,424 
1,185 


• 

s 
a> 
u 


• 

B 

S3 
^. 

1,216 
1,149 
1,306 
1,158 

4,829 


• 

a 

a 

25.18 
23.80 
27.04 
23.98 


• 

u 

1 



5Z5 


• 

-4-3 

§ 
u 


• 

B 

s 

55 


a 

a> 
u 


• 

B 

a 

% 

936 

958 

1,317 

1,239 


-1.3 

a 
8 


• 

u 

a> 

Xi 

B 

s 

17,646 
16,513 
23.464 
22,006 


• 

s 

8 


January-March 

April- June 

July-September. . . 
October -December 


24.62 

• 

23.34 

28.38 
23.66 


1,185 

{«39 

1,174 

1,174 


26.49 
20.99 
26.26 
26.26 


1,158 

968 

1,175 

1,140 


25.87 
2181 
26.46 
25.86 


21.03 
21.53 
29.60 
27.84 


22.16 
20.74 
29.46 
27.64 


Total 


5,016 


100.00 


100.00 


4,472 


100 00 


4,441 


100.00 


4,450 


100.00 

1 


79,629 


100 00 











It will be observed in the above Table, that the percentage of mor- 
tality in the different quarters of the year, vary somewhat one year 
with another. Thus it will be seen, that in 1877 the proportion of 
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deaths in the first quarter of the year was 21.0 per cent.; in 1879 it 
was 26.5 per cent. ; and in 1881 it was 24.6 per cent. 

Comparing the proportions of the different quarters in 1881, and 
those of the last three or four years may also be included, with the 
proportions of the quarters of the period of twenty-five years, it will 
be found that there has been an increase in the percentages of the 
first and second quarters, and a decrease in those of the third and 
fourth quarters. 

During the long period preceding 1878, the proportion of the first 
half of the year, was about 43 in each hundred decedents, and about 
57 in each hundred in the last half. 

The average proportion of the first half of the last four years, 1878 
to 1881 inclusive, has been about 48 in each hundred in the first half, 
and about 52 in each hundred in the last half of the year. 

It would seem from these figures, that the influence of particular 
seasons in the production of mortality, had for some reason dimin- 
ished. It is probable, however, that some particular diseases, not so 
much dependent on season, and more prevalent during the last four 
years, have contributed largely to the result. 

SEASON AND DEATH RATE. CITY INFLUENCE. 

The question of the influences of city life upon the status of mor- 
tality is often presented, and it has been the custom in former Reports 
to contrast the city of Providence, which comprises more than three- 
eighths of the entire population of the State, with the rest of the 
State, in regard to the influence of season upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a comparison between the city and 
the rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by 
seasons. It will show the number and percentage of deaths in each 
quarter of the year 1881 in the city, and in the rest of the State sep- 
arately ; and the number and percentage of deaths in each quarterly 
period in the city of Providence, for six years, that is from 1876 to 
1881 inclusive ; and the number and percentage in the rest of the 
State, also for each quarter of the same period of six years: 
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1881. 



SEASON. 



Providence. 



January-March. . . 

April-June . 

July-September.. . 
October-December 

Total 



hi 

S 
12; 



527 
557 
580 



c 
o 
o 

a> 



24.57 
25.97 
27.04 



Rest of State. 



481 ! 22.42 



B 



709 
614 
844 
704 






2,145 100.00 ! 2,871 



100.00 



1876- 


1881. 
ience. 


1876-1881. 


Provii 


Rest of State. 


■ 

s 


a 

kl 
24.38 


■ 

a 

s 
3,743 


g 
Pli 


2,936 


24.50 


2,811 


23.34 


3,316 


21.70 


3,248 


26.97 


4,397 


28.77 


3,048 


25.31 


3,825 


25.03 


12,043 


100.00 


15,281 


100.00 



The percentage of the first quarter of the year 1881, as will be seen 
by the above Table, was very nearly the same in Providence city as 
in the rest of the State, that is, a difference of only about one-tenth 
of one per cent. In the second quarter of that year, the difference 
was quite considerable, that is, four and six-tenths per cent. In Prov- 
idence the number and percentage of the second quarter of 1881 was 
the largest ever recorded. It will be seen by the Table, that the per- 
centage was 2.63 per cent, larger than the average of six years. 

The percentage of the third quarter of 1881, which is the largest 
quarter in mortality in every year with scarcely an exception, was not 
only larger than usual in the city of Providence, but also in the rest of 
the State. 

The percentage of the fourth quarter in 1881 was smaller than 
usual in Providence city, by nearly three per cent, than the average 
of six years; including 1881. It was also slightly smaller in the rest 
of the State. 

A comparison of the percentages of the different quarters, for the 
period of six years, will show that in the first and fourth quarters 
the proportion of deaths was about the same in the city as in the rest 
of the State. 

In the second quarter the proportion in a series of years, was larger 
in the city than in the rest of the State, and in the third quarter it 
was larger in the rest of the State than it was in Providence city. 

ORDER OF MONTHS. 

Below may be found a general view of the order of the months, in 
which occurred from the largest to the smallest number of deaths, in 
the whole State, in each of the last five years: 

13 
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Table XLI. 



1881. 

1. August. ... 576 

2. January 439 

3. July 434 

4. October. ... 426 
3. April 417 

6. 8epteniber.. 414 

7. May 4t0 

8. March 401 

9. February... 396 

10. December . . 385 

11. November. . 374 

12. June 344 



1880. 

July 488 

August 430 

March 426 

January 422 

October 416 



April , 

May 

September.. 
December . . . 

February 

November. . , 
June 



5,016 



. 400 

. 392 

. 388 

. 377 

. 368 

. 365 

. 357 

4,829 



1879. 

January 468 

August 452 

December 395 

October 391 

November 388 

July 383 

March 382 

April 342 

September.... 339 

February 335 

May 318 

June 279 

4,472 



1878. 

December 421 

August 420 

July 410 

January 400 

March 396 

November 377 

February 362 

April 850 

September 345 

October 342 

June 310 

May 308 



4,441 



1877. 

September.... 454 

August 450 

October 430 

July 413 

December 411 

November 398 

March 347 

May 343 

January 323 

April 310 

June 305 

February. ... 266 

4,450 



August, which, for a period of several years^ was the first month in 
the order of contributing the largest number of decedents previous 
to 1877, and then took the second place for four years, resumed its 
position again at the head of the list in 1881. 

It will be seen that there has been a change in the heading of the 
list every year during the last five years. 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The whole number of decedents reported in Rhode Island in 1881 
was 5,016, of which 2,482 were of American parentage, and 2,534 
were of foreign parentage. The parentage was reckoned according to 
the reported nativity of the fathers. 

The parentage of the decedents in the two classes of American and 
foreign, as reported from the different towns in the State, may be found 
in the general abstract for 1881, on the second and third pages. 

For the first time during the whole period of registration in Rhode 
Island, the decedents of foreign parentage exceeded, in 1881, the 
number of decedents of American parentage. In Table XLII this 
fact will be clearly shown by the statistics. 

No decedents of foreign parentage were reported, in 1881, in the 
following towns, viz. : Jamestown, 'New Shoreham, Foster, North 
Providence, Charlestown and Exeter. 

The decedents of foreign parentage were less than one-tenth of the 
whole number, in the following five towns, viz. : West Greenwich, 
Little Compton, Middletown, Hopkinton and South Kingstown. 
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There were nine towns in which the decedents of foreign parentage 
exceeded those of American parentage. 

Of the nine towns there were, in Burrillville and Johnston, nearly 
twice as many decedents of foreign as there were of American paren- 
tage, in Cumberland and North Smithfield there were more than 
twice as many of foreign, and in Lincoln and Woonsocket there 
were from four to five times as many of foreign as of American 
parentage. 

The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years; 
and in the aggregate for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 1879 
inclusive: 

Table XLII. 





1881. m 


30. 

• 

§ 
52.13 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1858-1879. 


PARENTAGE. 


m 

hi 
Xi 

B 

a 

2,482 
2,534 

5,016 


Per cent. 
Nunliber. 


• 

M 

B 

2,294 

2,178 

4,472 


• 

s 
a> 
u 

51.29 
48.71 


1 

9 

2,281 
2,160 


• 

g 

51.86 
48.64 


V 

B 

2,279 
2,171 

4.4.'in 


a 

51.21 
48.79 

100.00 


• 

u 
a> 

Xi 

B 
}^ 

52,332 
40.702 


a 


American 


49.48' 2,517 


56.25 


Foreign 


50.52 2,312 


47.87 


43.75 


Total 


1 

1 1 
inn no 4 R2Q inn no 


100.00 


1 
4,441 100.00 


93,034 


100.00 

















The number of decedents of foreign parentage have steadily increased 
from year to year, with scarcely an exception, until, during the year 
1881, it exceeded that of American parentage. 

It will be seen, by the above Table, that the percentage of decedents 
of foreign parentage, in 1881, was 50.52 of the whole number. 

Previous to 1874 the percentage of decedents of foreign parentage 
had averaged, during a period of seventeen years, less than 41.00 per 
cent. An examination of the above Table will show that the average 
proportion of the same parentage, during the last five years, is about 
49.0 per cent. The proportional average of decedents of American 
parentage, during the same five years, is about 51.0 per cent., while 
the average of decedents of the same parentage, during a period of 
seventeen years previous to 1874, was 58.28 per cent. 

It will be understood that by the term ** foreign parentage" are 
meant only those whose parents were born in other countries, and not 
including parents born in the United States, although of direct foreign 
descent. 
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AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

There may be found in Table I, on pages two and three, the aggre- 
gate and average age of all the decedents reported in 1881, of each 
sex, in each town and county in the State. 

It will be seen, by that Table, tJiat the average age of all the male 
decedents in 1881 was 31 years, and the average age of all tlie female 
decedents, in the same year, was 34 years. 

The average age at death in 1881 was slightly more advanced, in 
both sexes, than in 1880. 

The following summary will show the average age of each of the 
sexes, and of all, in each of the last four years: 

1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 

Average. Average. Average. Average. 

Males 30.99 years 29.62 years 31.29 years* 29.02 years. 

Females 34.07 years 32.06 years 33.24 years 31.11 years. 

Age of all 32,55 years 30.86 years 32.29 years 30.00 years. 

The highest average age of male decedents in any town in the 
State, in 1881, was 76.17 years, in Little Compton; the highest 
average age of female decedents was 62.33 years, also in Little 
Comj)ton. 

The lowest average age of male decedents during the same time was 
17.84 years, in Lincoln, and the lowest average age of female decedents 
was 22.12 years, also in Lincoln. 

The fallacy of dei)endence on the average age of decedents reported 
from any town of small population, in single years, has been adverted 
to in previous reports, and will be readily apparent to any one upon a 
moment's attention. 

When, however, the results of a series of years are aggregated and 
averages made, a basis is obtained for approximate conclusions as to 
the relative longevity of the inhabitants of any town furnishing such 
statistics. 

The following Table will show the whole number of deaths, the 
average annual percentage of deaths to estimated population, and 
average age of all decedents during ten years, from 1870 to 1880, in 
each town and in each county in the State: 
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DEATHS. 


TOWNS AND DIVISIONS 
' OF THE STATE. 


Whole No. 
Deaths, 
10 years. 


Average to 
population 

one in 

every 


Per cent. 

1.19 
1.55 
1.64 


Average 
Age of 
. all. 


Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 


142 
904 
656 


83.45 
64.37 
61.05 


43.12 
34.66 
31.98 






Bristol County 

Coventry 


1,702 

672 

5(0 

177 

1,461 


64.74 

68.15 
62.40 
58.42 
79.49 


1.54 

1.47 
1.63 
1.71 
1.26 


33.77 
40.77 


East Greenwich 


40.17 


West Greenwich 


45.78 


Warwick 


29.15 






Kent County 

Jamestown 

Little ComDton 


2,810 

42 
140 
124 
111 
216 
285 


72.41 

116.19 
82.57 
86.61 

103.33 
87.64 
73.72 


1.38 

.86 
1.21 
1.15 

.96 
1.14 
1.36 


35.29 

51.62 
53.69 


Middletown 

New Shoreham 

Portsmoath 


45.03 
37.89 
47.32 


Tiverton. 


43.05 






Towns. Newport County 


918 
2,041 


85.61 
68.73. 


1.17 
1.45 


45.66 


Newport City 


36.51 






Newport County 


2,959 

677 

1,045 
640 
592 
151 
335 
745 

1,575 
113 
322 

2,062 
547 
421 

2,628 

13,440 
17,587 


73.97 

77.53 
54.43 
88.64 
73.24 
102.20 
62.03 
67.10 
■66.08 
69.18 
78.17 
89.49 
74.97 
67.86 
51.66 


1.35 

1.29 
1.82 
1.13 
1,36 
.98 
1.61 
1.49 
1.51 
1.45 
1.26 
1.12 
1.32 
1.47 
1.92 


89.35 


Barrillville 


33.92 
37.72 


Cumberland 

East Pro\'idence 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln* 

North Providencet 


80.56 
28.26 
53.14 
44.93 
30.94 
22.14 
29.60 


North Smithfitild* 


32.15 


Pawtucket 


29.81 


Scituhte 

Smithfield* 

Woonsocket 


40.39 
36.12 
24.49 


Providence City 


62.68 
50.24 


1.59 
1.99 


29.15 
27.76 






Charlestown 


31,027 

151 
159 
392 
553 
602 
299 
603 


59.60 

H9.80 
85.23 
70.41 
63.38 
70.43 
58.46 
89.68 


1.67 

1.42 
1.17 
1.42 
1.58 
1.41 
1.71 
1.11 


28.37 
54.33 


Exeter 


51.58 
4078 


North Kingrstown 


40,76 


Richmond 


43.99 
38.18 




34.66 








2,759 


72.71 


1.37 


40.52 








41,257 


62.59 


1.59 


30.68 



If all the towns in the State had the same proportions of persons 
in each period of life, the above Table would afford a comparatively 
fair representation of the relative salubrity of each, with some allow- 
ance for the habits and modes of living of the people. But as the 
towns vary so much in the proportion of children and youth in the 
population, the ages given can only be approximate. 



♦Nine years. 



tSix years. 
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The city of Providence is believed to contain a rather large propor- 
tion of persons in the younger periods of life. 

The following summary will show the average age of the decedents 
in the city, during the last four years: 





1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 




Average. 


Average. 


Average. 


Average. 


Males 


• •■ aaaaa*.* m0"(^V • • • • 


■ a«« ■ •••• ••■• mfO* 1 W • • • • a • 


• « a«*«*«««* wO* W V • • • • ■ • 


24.22 


Females . 


• ■•••••• •• fj\}» «/0 • • • • 


30.45 .. .. 

■ ••.••a ■•••a ^ if tO 1 > • • « a • 


• •••• aa* aWViO^ a a a • • 


27.88 


Age of all 


28.82 


26.09 



The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of four periods of five years each, com- 
prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XLIV. 



Divisions or the 
Statb. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Providence Co. , Towns 

Providence City 

Washington County. . . 



Whole State. 



1881. 



37.74 
84.46 
40.03 
30.35 
30.98 
41.13 



32.55 



1880. 



1879. 



36.43 40.87 

36.54 35.15 

42.38 37.62 

27.40 32.45 

I 

29.67 28.82 

37.82 43.44 



30.86 



32.29 



1877. 

32.19 
35.78 
43.96 
28.16 
27.74 
43.68 



30.45 



1873-1^77. 


1868-1872. 


186^-1867. 


5 years. 
33.61 


5 years. 


5 years. 


35.12 


34.78 


36.20 


34.77 


35.81 


40.68 


40.04 


33.54 


28.46 


25.26 


29.16 


27.19 


25.45 


28.50 


41.14 


39.67 


30.87 


30.28 


31.66 


80.75 



1858-1862. 
5 years. 



35.56 
32.15 
35.01 
28.44 
25.78 
34.21 



29.42 



Table XLIV shows how the average age of decedents varies, from 
year to year, in the different sections of the State. There was a 
falling off in 1881, as compared with the previous year, in Kent and 
Newport counties, and an increase in all the other divisions. 



PERCENTAGES OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 

In Table VII, on pages 10 to 15 inclusive, will be found the number 
of deaths in 1880, in each town and each county, of each sex, and in 
each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of deaths 
in each division to the population of the same. 

The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages to whole number of deaths, in each of the last six 
years, and in the aggregate for three periods; one of ten years and 
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seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1862, inclusive; 
one of ten years, from 1863 to 1872 inclusive; and one of ten years, 
from 1873 to 1881 inclusive: 

Table XLV. 



Periods op Lipb. 


1881. 

18.5 
6.4 
7.9 


t 

1880. 


1 

1879. i 

1 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


10 years. 

1873 to 

1881. 


tOyears., 
1863 to 

1872. 

18.0 
7.8 
7.9 

33,7 

4.6 
6.2 
9.7 
8.1 
7.2 
7.3 
8.3 
8.4 
5.4 
1.1 

100.0 


1 

lOyears. 

7 m'ths. 

i 1852 to 

1862. 


Under 1 year 


18.4 
7.0 
9.2 


16.1 

6.8 

10.1 

33.0 

6.3 

4.8 
8.8 
7.4 
6.5 
7.1 
10.0 
9.0 
5.5 
1.6 

100.0 


16.6 

8.1 

10.3 

35.0 

6.2 
6.1 
8.8 
7.6 
6.4 
7.6 
7.9 
8.8 
4.8 
0.8 


17.4 

8.1 
9.5 

35.0 

6.2 
5.4 
8.9 
7.5 
6.6 
7.2 
8.8 
9.5 
4.0 
0.9 


19.5 
7.4 
7.0 


18.9 
7.6 

8.4 

34.9 

5.0 
5.8 
9.2 
7.8 
6.9 
7.2 
8.2 
8.8 
5.1 
1.1 

100.0 


17.6 


1 and under 2 


9.8 


2 and under 5 


9.6 






Total under 5 

5 and under 10 


32.8 

4.6 
5.2 
9.6 
8.0 
7.6 
8.2 
8.8 
8.6 
5.4 
1.2 


34.6 

6.2 
4.8 
8.6 
7.6 
6.6 
6.7 
8.5 
9.4 
5.7 
1.3 

100.0 


33.9 

4.2 
5.2 
9.1 
7.7 
6.9 
7.5 
9.3 
9.8 
5.2 
1.2 


37.0 
5.0 


10 and under 20 

20 and under 30 

30 and under 40 


5.8 
9.5 

8.7 


40 and under 50 


75 


50 and under 60 


6.7 


60 and under 70 


6.9 


70 and under 80 

80 and under 90 


7.3 
4.6 


Over 90 and not stated 


1.0 






Total 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



The proportion of deaths under five years of age, in 1881, was 
smaller than in 1880, and also, with scarcely an exception, smaller 
than in any previous year during registration in the State. The 
proportions of deaths in that period of life, during the thirty years 
and seven months of registration, was 35.2 per cent, of all, and in 
1881 was 32.8 per cent, of all. 

The proportions in other periods do not show very remarkable 
differences, in comparison with previous years. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 



It has been the custom in the reports on registration in llhode 
Island, to give a separate record, for various reasons, of the events of 
birth, marriage and death of the colored population, although these 
are always included in the general statistics. 
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The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of the 
last twenty-one years, from 1861 to 1881 inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861. . 97 births 80 marriages 109 deaths. 

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 85 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 138 deaths. 

ifco 158births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths . 

1872 171 births .. 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1873 163 births 69 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths. 

1876 156 births 76 marriages. . 169 deaths. 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877 168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 ...172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

1879 159 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

1880 140 births 76 marriages 158 deaths. 

1881 192births 84 marriages 186 deaths. 

Total 2,988 births 2,846 marriages 2,912 deaths. 

The number of colored births, and the number of deaths of persons 
of color in Rhode Island, in 1881, were the largest ever recorded, and 
the number of marriages the largest of any year, with one exception. 

It will be noticed that, during the twenty-one years, the number of 
births of children of color have exceeded the deaths of colored persons 
by only twenty-six. 
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1881, is given in the following Table, compared witli the colored pop- 
ulation in eftch division, as found by the United States Census of 1880: 



Table XLVI. 





'? 


B.«.«OBS.. 


-!i5l.- 


DK.™.,S81. 


COUNTIEH. 


1 


1 


1 


5° 


1 


i 




309 

330 

fl,6M 


e 

192 


84.8 
33.B 
43.4 

34.3 




34.S 


11 
28 
19 
107 

180 


84^ 


SODtCoimti 

Newport Connly.. 




Bl 

84 


n.o 

ja.a 
3H,a 


40.ft 




34J( 











The propovtions of each of the events of birth, marriage and death 
of colored persons to colored popolation in Rhode Island, in 1881, 
were larger than usual. 

The following summary of the last four yeai's will present the facts 
more clearly: 



The difference in the proportions of these events to population, 
between the white and colored race in 1881, may be seen in the 
following summai-yr 



While. One child born in every 40.7; 

Colored One child bom in every 34.3 : 



iry 51.1 one death in every 
-y S9.S; one death in every 



'ery 40.9; one person m 
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The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of the 
last twenty-one years, from 1861 to 1881 inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97 births 80 marriages 109 deaths. 

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 85 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 186 births 70 marriages 183 deaths . 

iSrO 158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

1872 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1878 163 births 69 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths. 

1875 156 births 76 marriages 169 deaths . 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877 168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 172bh-ths 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

1879 159 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

1880 140 births 76 marriages 153 deaths. 

1881 192 births 84 marriages 186 deaths. 

Total 2,938 births 2,346 marriages 2,912 deaths. 

The number of colored births, and the number of deaths of persons 
of color in Rhode Island, in 1881, were the largest ever recorded, and 
the number of marriages the largest of any year, with one exception. 

It will be noticed that, during the twenty-one years, the number of 
births of children of color have exceeded the deaths of colored persons 
by only twenty-six. 



I 

r 

I 



106 



TWENTY-NINTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1883. 



The city of Providence is believed to contain a rather large propor- 
tion of persons in the younger periods of life. 

The following summary will show the average age of the decedents 
in the city, during the last four years: 





1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 




Average. 


Average. 


Average. 


Average. 


Males 


• •• •••••■•• mO*(^v • • • • 


• ••• • «••• •••• MO* 1 ^ ■ a • • 


■ ••••••••••• A^OawV • • • B a ■ • 


24.82 


Females . 


• •••••• ••*• Q^tfjyj > • • • 

• ••••.•. .. OUsCrO . • • . 


30.45 .. 




27.88 


Age of all 


28.82 


26.09 



The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of four periods of five years each, com- 
prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XLIV. 



Divisions or the 
State. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Providence Co. , Towns 

Providence City 

Washington County. . . 

Whole state 



1881. 



37.74 
84.46 
40.03 
30.36 
30.98 
41.13 



32.55 



1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1873-1^77. 
5 years. 

33.61 


1868-1872. 
5 years. 


1863-1867. 
5 years. 


36.43 


40.87 


29.08 


32.19 


35.12 


34.78 


36.54 35.15 

1 


3:3.68 


35.78 


36.20 


' 34.77 


35.81 


42.38 37.62 


39.06 


43.96 


40.68 


40.04 


33.54 


27.40 1 32.45 


30.98 


28.16 


28.46 


25.26 


29.16 


29.67 


28.82 


26.09 


27.74 


27.19 


25.45 


28.50 


37.82 1 43.44 


42.34 


43.68 


41.14 


39.67 


30.87 


30.86 


32.29 


30.09 


30.45 


30.28 


31.66 


80.75 



1858-1862. 
5 years. 



35.56 
32.15 
35.01 
28.44 
25.78 
34.ai 



29.42 



Table XLIV shows how the average age of decedents varies, from 
year to year, in the different sections of the State. There was a 
falling off in 1881, as compared with the previous year, in Kent and 
Newport counties, and an increase in all the other divisions. 



PERCENTAGES OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 

In Table VII, on pages 10 to 15 inclusive, will be found the number 
of deaths in 1880, in each town and each county, of each sex, and in 
each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of deaths 
in each division to the population of the same. 

The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages to whole number of deaths, in each of the last six 
years, and in the aggregate for three periods; one of ten years and 
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seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1862, inclusive; 
one of ten years, from 1863 to 1872 inclusive; and one of ten years, 
from 1873 to 1881 inclusive: 

Table XLV. 



Periods of Life. 



1881. 



Under 1 year 

1 and under 2 

2 and under 5 

Total under 5 

5 and under 10 

10 and under 20 

20 and under 30 

30 and under 40 

40 and under 50 

50 and under 60 

60 and under 70 

70 and under 80 

80 and under 90 

Over 90 and not stated 

Total 



1880. 1879. I 1878 



18.5 18.4 
6.4 7.0 



7.9 



9.2 



16.1 ' 16.6 

6.8 I 8.1 

10.1 I 10.3 



32.8 

4.6 
5.2 

9.6 
8.0 
7.6 
8.2 
8.8 
8.6 
5.4 
1.2 




34.6 

6.2 

4.8 
8.6 
7.6 
6.6 
6.7 
8.5 
9.4 
5.7 
1.3 

100.0 



33.0 

6.3 
4.8 
8.8 
7.4 
6.5 
7.1 
10.0 
9.0 
5.5 
1.6 



100.0 



35.0 

6.2 
6.1 
8.8 
7.6 
6.4 
7.6 
7.9 



1877. 



I 



17.4 
8.1 
9.5 

35.0 

6.2 
5.4 
8.9 
7.5 
6.6 
7.2 
8.8 



8.8 9.5 
4.8 4.0 
0.8 I 0.9 



100.0 100.0 



1876. 


10 years. 

1873 to 

1881. 


19.5 

7.4 
7.0 


18.9 
7.6 

8.4 

34.9 

5.0 
5.8 
9.2 
7.8 
6.9 
7.2 
8.2 
8.8 
5.1 
1.1 

100.0 


33.9 

4.2 
5.2 
9.1 
7.7 
6.9 
7.5 
9.3 
9.8 
5.2 
1.2 


100.0 



lOyears. JOye\r«. 



18.0 
7.8 
7.9 

33.7 

4.6 
6.2 
9.7 
8.1 
7.2 
7.3 
8.3 
8.4 
5.4 
1.1 

100.0 



17.6 
9.8 
9.6 

37.0 

5.0 
5.8 
9.5 
8.7 
7 5 
6.7 
69 
7.3 
4.6 
1.0 

100.0 



The proportion of deaths under five years of age, in 1881, was 
smaller than in 1880, and also, with scarcely an exception, smaller 
than in any previous year during registration in the State. The 
proportions of deaths in that period of life, during the thirty years 
and seven months of registration, was 35.2 per cent, of all, and in 
1881 was 32.8 per cent, of all. 

The proportions in other periods do not show very remarkable 
differences, in comparison with previous years. 



COLORED DECEDENTS. 



It has been the custom in the reports on registration in llhode 
Island, to give a separate record, for various reasons, of the events of 
birth, marriage and death of the colored population, although these 
are always included in the general statistics. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 1881 



The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1881, will 
be found in Tables VIII, IX, X and XII. The" whole number of 
deaths, as previously stated, was 5,016. The number of which the 
cause of death was reported was 4,669, and the number of which the 
cause was not stated was 347. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1881, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and proportion in each 
division of which the cause was unknown: 

Table XLVII. 



1S81. 



Number of deaths 
Cause not stated. . . 

One in 











« 


a 


c \ 


204 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 

County, 

Towns. 


Newport 
City. 


Providenc 
County, 
Towns. 


Providenc 
City. 


Washingto 
County. 


330 


127 


253 


1,681 


.».t45 


267 


1 


26 


10 


24 


230 


15 


41> 


204.0 


13.0 


12.7 


. 10.5 . 


7.3 


143.0 


6.5 



s 

5 

GQ 

0) 



5,016 
347 



14.4 



There is still cause for complaint that the parties, whose duty it is 
to make prompt returns of death, before the burial or removal of the 
decedent, (see Public Statutes, Ohap. 85, Sec. 8) neglect to perform 
that duty. In no other way can the large number of returns of death 
received from some towns, stating the cause of death was unknown, 
be accounted for. It is not reasonable to believe that one in every 
six, eight or ten decedents died without the physician or any other 
person having a knowledge of the cause of death. In the city of 
Providence the number of deaths returned with statement of cause 
unknown was, in 1881, in the proportion of one in every 143 decedents. 
In Bristol county, in the same year, there was one in every 204 dece- 
dents. Now is it probable that there could be, in Providence county 
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towns, one death in every eight or less, and in Washington county one 
in every seven or less, and nobody know what disease or circumstance 
caused the death? 

The reason is, that the undertakers or other persons who conduct a 
funeral, do not make returns of death at time of death, and that, 
when the return is made, it does not have the physician's certificate, 
and the circumstances attending the decease are forgotten by the 
person making the return. 

Table XLVIII. 



Showing the proportion of deaths reported, tvith ^' cause unknown, 

in each Division of the State, and in the whole State, in each 

of the last nineteen years, from 186S to 1881 inclusive. 



» 



YEARS. 



in 
in. 



in. 
in. 
in. 
in. 
in., 



1863, One 

1864, One 

1865, One 

1866, One 

1867, One 

1868, One 

1869, One 

1870, One in 

1871, One in 

1872, One in 

1873, One in 

1874, One in 

1875, One in 

1876, One in 

1877, One in 

1878, One in 

1879, One in 

1880, One in 



16.6 

57.0 

64.3 

163.0 



33.2 
41.2 



151.0 
13.3 



54.0 
55.0 
11.5 



32.1 
16.6 
21.9 



1881,Onein I 204.0 



Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


11.2 


25.5 


12.6 


11.6 


27.4 


13.4 


11.4 


22.4 


13.6 


34.5 


5.0 


20.3 


5.8 


52.8 


19.3 


23.6 


81.2 


7.9 


5.8 


10.0 


16.0 


25.4 


15.2 


14.0 


7.4 


15.6 


7.9 


18.5 


17.7 


9.7 


7.4 


9.0 


9.2 


12.4 


23.5 


13.5 


13.0 


11.2 



6.9 

8.5 

8.2 

9.5 

7.4 

6.2 

6.3 

11.8 

8.4 

6.8 

9.8 

17.2 

13.7 

9.9 

11.9 

13.7 

9.5 

10.5 

7.3 



Providence 

City. 


Washington 
County. 


46.7 


24.7 


45.7 


47.6 


55.0 


32.9 


45.0 


23.3 


64.0 


14.3 


46.2 


10.1 


83.6 


16.1 


90.2 


26.9 


83.6 


98 


72.8 


9.8 


102.6 


27.5 


73.7 


21.2 


91.2 


11.9 


124.3 


22.8 


323.0 


16.0 


124.2 


21.7 


225.1 


8.6 


122.3 


17.8 


143.0 


6.5 



o 



14.7 
16.1 
16.4 
17.3 
14.8 
10.1 
11.3 
23.6 
13.0 
11.3 
20.3 
27.8 
20.9 
193 
23.2 
21.1 
17.6 
20.7 
14.4 



By the above Table it will be seen that, of the larger populations of 
the State, Bristol county alone has, in any year, returned the cause of 
death of every decedent. In this county full returns of causes of 
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death have been reported in four of the nineteen years. It fails to be 
understood why the same completeness may not be attained in other 
counties, except on the supposition of neglect of duty and violation 
of law. 

The following summary will show the average proportion of all 
deaths reported with cause unknown, to whole number of deaths, in 
each of the several divisions, during the last nineteen years: 

Bristol County One death, cause unknown^ in every 49.3 decedents . 

Kent County One death, cause unknown^ in every 16.3 decedents. 

Newport County One death, cause unknown^ in every 18.5 decedents. 

Providence County Towns One death, cause unknoum^ in every 9.6 decedents . 

Providence City One death, cause unknown, in every 98.0 decedents . 

Washington County One death, cause unknown, in every 19.5 decedents . 

Whole State One death, cow«e wnArnown, in every 17.6 decedents. 

During the ten years, 1863 to 1872 inclusive, the average annual 
proportion, in Providence county towns, was one death of cause 
unknown in every 7.8, or one-half of one per cent, smaller than in 
the year 1881. During the last nine, 1873 to 1881 inclusive, the 
proportion has, however, been reduced somewhat, that is, to an annual 
average of one in every 11.5. 

In the whole State the average proportion of causes of death 
unknown to whole number, 1863 to 1872 inclusive, was one in every 
14.8, and during the last nine years, 1873 to 1881 inclusive, one in 
every 20.6. 

The figures show improvement, but it should have been much 
greater. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Island, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of the last three years, and also in the aggregate of 
deaths for twenty-five years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, 
to December 31st, 1877: 
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Table XLIX. 

Showing the order in regard to fiumber of decedents from thirteen 

principal causes of death. 



1881. 



1880. 



Whole Number .... 5,016 Whole Number .... 4,829 




Consumption 706 Consumption 642 

i 

Pneumonia and ! 
Conges, of Lungs 837 Scarlatina. 468 

j Pneumonia and 
Heart, Diseases of.. 264 Conges, of Lungs 364 



Old Age 847 Old Age.. 



Cholera Infantum. . 340 Cholera Infantum 



Diphtheria. 



Brain, Diseases of. 
Apoplexy 



216 
179 
146 



Cancer 145 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
Ac 



143 



Accidents. 



. 142 



Scarlatina. 138 



Convulsions 102 



Heart, Diseases of. 

Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 



Fevers, Tj-phoid, 
&c 



Diphtheria. 
Accidents.. 



273 
247 
231 

215 
158 
1S2 
137 



Whole Number 4,472 



Consumption 687 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 311 



Scarlatma. . 311 

Diphtheria. 250 

Apoplexy and 

Paralysis. 2S0 

Old Age 230 



June 1st, 1852, to Dec. 
81st, 1877—25 yrs. 7 mos. 



Heart, Diseases of.. 203 



Cholera Infantum. . 161 



Cancer (all kinds).. 125 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 128 



Convulsions, Ac. . . 133 Convulsions, &c. . . 104 



Cancer 125 



Croup. 



66 



Accidents 102 



Croup. 



96 



Whole Number. . .77,399 



Consumption 12,627 

E*neumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 4,436 



OldAge... 4.163 



Cholera Infantum. 4,002 



Scarlatina. 3,350 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 2,952 



Heart, Diseases of. 2,829 

3plexy and 

aralysis 2,579 

. 2,349 



Apoplexy and 
Pa; 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Dysentery 1,975 



Diphtheria. 1,783 

1,643 



Convulsions and 
Pits 



Croup. 



1,580 



More than one-quarter of all the deaths that occur in Rhode Island 
are caused by diseases of the lungs and respiratory passages. 

Of these, consumption is by far the most destructive. It has stood 
at the head of the list of the most prominent causes of death during 
the whole period of registration. 

Next to consumption, pneumonia has been the most active destroyer 
of human life. With but two exceptions pneumonia has, in every 
year, been second on the list of principal causes. 

With the other more prominent causes of death the order, in regard 
to largest number, varies more or less from year to year. 

An examination of Table XLIX will show that, in 1880, scarlatina 



1881.] CAUSES OF DEATH. 116 

• 

was second on the list of principal causes, and that in 1881 it had 
dropped to the twelftli place. 

Diphtheria, which held the fourth place in 1879, dropped to the 
ninth in the order in 1880, and rose again to the sixth place in 1881. 

Cholera infantum stands fourth in the order of principal causes, in 
the series of twenty-five years, but became only the eighth in 1879, 
rising to the fifth place in 1880 and in 1881. 

Diseases of the heart and diseases of the brain have been gradually 
increasing in importance as causes of death; diseases of the heart 
taking the third place in the order in 1881, and diseases of the brain 
taking the seventh place. 

Croup has diminished in importance as a cause of death. 
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COMMENTS. 

In the following remarks upon the various principal causes of death 
in Rhode Island, during the year 1881, an alphabetical order will be 
followed, as presented in Table L. 

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deaths from accidental causes of all kinds, reported 
in Rhode Island in 1881, was 142. This number is 40 more than in 
1879, and 5 more than in 1880. 

Of these 142 deaths, 16 were from burns and scalds; 29 by drowning; 
19 from falls; 9 from poisoning; 20 from railroad accidents, and 49 
from various accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accidents, 100 were males, and 45i 
were females; 57 were of American, and 85 were of foreign parentage. 

It will be noticed how much larger the proportion of males is than 
that of females; that is, 70 per cent, of male decedents, to 30 per cent, 
of female decedents. Of parentage, 60 per cent, was of foreign, and 
40 per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each quarter of the year was as follows: 

Firet Quarter 32 Second Quarter 61 

Third Quarter 31 Fourth Quarter 28 

Total 142 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
were divided as follows: Under 5 years, 29; 5 and under 10, 11; 
between 10 and 20, 16; between 20 and 40, 34; between 40 and 60, 27; 
over 60, 21; and one, age not stated. 

In regard to sectional divisions of the State, 5 of the deaths from 
accidental causes were in Bristol county; 14 in Kent county; 11 in 
Newport county; 5 in Washington county, and 107 in Providence 
county. In Providence county, with less than 72 per cent, of the 
whole population of the State, there was 75 per cent, of the whole 
number of deaths from accidents, and in Providence city, with about 
38 per cent, of the population of the State, there was about 37 per 
cent, of the deaths from the same causes. 

The whole number of deaths from accidental causes, in 1881, in 
proportion to the wJiole number of deaths from specified causes, in the 
State, was about 3 per cent.; the extremes of proportion in whole 
number, from accidental causes, were 9.8 per cent, in Kent county, 
and 3.5 per cent, in Washington and Bristol counties. 
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PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

In proportion to population the accidental deaths were as follows: 

Bristol County One in every 2,277 of the population. 

Kent County One in every 1,471 of the population . 

Newport County One in every 2,197 of the population . 

Providence County Towns One in every 1,691 of the population . 

Providence City One in every 2,016 of the population. 

Washington County One in every 4,499 of the population. 

Whole State One in every 1,947 of the population. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

The number of deaths reported in Rhode Island, in 1881, caused by 
apoplexy and paralysis, was 244. 

This number is 39 more than in the preceding year, and 24 more 
than in 1879. 

The following Table will present some of the natural and local 
relations of these causes of death, during the last seventeen years: 
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• Table LI. 

Showing the whole number and percentage of the Deaths in the State, 

from, Apoplexy and Paralysis combined; and also the Sex and 

Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 

number of the same in each of the Counties, 

from 1865 to 1881 inclusive. 
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There was a alight increase in the percentage of deaths from apoplexy 
and paralysis, in proportion to the whole niimher of deaths in 1881, 
as compared with the previous year. This is in accordance with the 
rule established by more than twenty years of registration. 

From less than three per cent., in 1865, the proportion has gradually 
increased until, during the last three years, it has been nearly five per 
cent. 
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It will be noticed, by reference to the columns of parentage, that 
the increased proportion has been almost entirely in the class of 
foreign parentage. 

Table LIT. 

Showing the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis, in each 

of the last seventeen years. 
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Apoplexy, as a cause of death, is almost wholly limited to advanced 
periods of life. Paralysis, from lesions or disturbances of function 
of the nervous system, may occur in earlier periods of life, and 
therefore find a place in the above Table. Some physicians almost 
invariably certify to a death primarily from apoplexy, if the death 
does not occur immediately, as a death caused by paralysis. It may 
be assumed that a very large j^ercentage of deaths of persons over 
fifty years of age, reported as caused by paralysis, were in reality 
caused by apoplexy. 
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It may be of interest to show the proportion of deaths from apoplexy 
and paralysis, in 1881, to the population of the different sections of 
the State in 1880. 

PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

Bristol Connty One in every 670 persons. 

Kent Connty One in every 1,372 persons. 

Newport County One in every 967 persons. 

Providence County, Towns One in every 1,330 persons . 

Providence City One in every 1,088 persons. 

Washington County One in every 1,406 persons. 

Whole State One in every 1,133 persons. 

It will not fail to be noticed how large the proportion of deaths, in 
Bristol and Newport counties, was to the population of each, as 
compared with the proportions to population of Kent county. Provi- 
dence county towns and Washington county. 

BRAIN, DISEASES OF. 

In Table L, under the head of "Diseases of the Brain," are included 
all those reported as "Cerebral Meningitis," "Cerebritis," "Conges- 
tion," "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the Brain." 

The number of decedents from these several causes, grouped under 
the head of "Diseases of the brain," was 139, in 1878; 157, in 1879; 
161, in 1880; and 179, in 1881. The proportion to whole mortality 
in the State was 3.72 per cent, in 1879, 3.49 per cent, in 1880, and 
3.57 in 1881. Of the 179 decedents, 100 were males, and 79 were 
females. In regard to parentage, 82 were of American, and 97 of 
foreign parentage. 

The deaths in the different seasons of the year were as follows: 

First Quarter 35 Second Quarter 58 

Third Quarter 46 Fourth Quarter 40 

Totai 179 

In relation to the periods of life, 84 of the deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age, or nearly 50.0 per cent, of the whole number. 

CANCER. 

Cancer was reported as the cause of 145 deaths in 1881. The term 
"Cancer" includes all the different varieties. 

The number of decedents from this cause, in 1880 and in 1879, 
was 125 in each year. 
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The percentage of whole number of deaths, in 1881, was 2.90, as 
against 2.96 in 1879, and 2.72 in 1880. 

The varieties of cancer, as reported, may be found in Tables VIII 
and IX, on pages 16, 17, 22 and 23. They were classed as follows: 
Cancer in various general localiiies, or cancer (various), 80; cancer of 
the breast, 16; of the stomach, 27; of the uterus, 22. 

In 1881 the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows: 

First Quarter 42 Second Quarter 33 

Third Quarter .• 38 Fourth Quarter 32 

Total 145 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Cases of death are reported as having been caused by child-birth, 
without stating whether from hemorrhage, convulsions, nervous shock, 
local injury or what. As child-birth was the primary cause, the im- 
mediate cause is not necessarily important. Under the head of 
*^ Child-birth," therefore, are included puerperal fever, puerperal 
convulsions, and whatever causes that can only occur as the result of 
child-birth. 

The number reported in 1881 was 60; 32 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth, without specifying particular cause, 
6 from puerperal convulsions, and 22 from puerperal fever. 

Of the 32 decedents from the immediate effects of child-birth, 15 
were of American, and 17 were of foreign parentage; of the 6 from 
puerperal convulsions, 4 were of American, and 2 of foreign parent- 
age; of the 22 from puerperal fever, 7 were of American, and 16 of 
foreign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 26 were of American, and 34 of foreign 
parentage. 

In the different seasons of the year they occurred as follows: 

First Quarter 23 Second Quarter 18 

Third Quarter 12 Fourth Quarter 7 

Of the decedents, 3 were under 20 years of age, 26 between 20 and 
30, 25 between 30 and 40, and the remaining 6 over 40 years of age. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths reported as caused by cholera infantum, in 
1881, was 240. 

This number is smaller by 7 than that of the previous year, as may 
be seen by reference to Table LIII. 



124 TWENTY-NINTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1881. 

This disease, as a cause of death, largely diminished in importance 
during the years 1878 and 1879, but during the last two years has 
again assumed an importance approaching that of 1876 and 1877, 
although, at that, considerably less than in some years previous to 
1876. 

During the five years, from 1872 to 1876 inclusive, the number of 
deaths in Rhode Island, from cholera infantum, was 1,509; during 
the five years from 1877 to 1881 inclusive, the number was 1,075. 

The proportions to the whole number of deaths were about as 
follows: 

Five years. Five years. 

1872-1876. 1877-1881. 

Cholera Infantam 7.1 per cent 4.6 per cent. 

Of the 240 decedents, in 1881, 130 were males and 110 females; 102 
were of American, and 138 of foreign parentage: 185 were under the 
age of one year, 44 were between 1 and 2 years of age, and 11 between 
2 and 3 years of age. 

In regard to season, three deaths were reported in February; four 
in April; three in May; three in June; 200, or about 80.0 per cent., 
in the months of July, August and September, and 27 during the rest 
of the vear. 

The following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last seventeen 
years: 
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It will be seen that cholera infantum was the cause of 3,646 deaths, 
during the last seventeen jeara, of which 1,897 were males, 1,749 
were females. 

There were 1,653 of American parentage, and 1,993 of foreign 
parentage, or about 130 foreign to each 100 of American. 

C0N3UMPTION. 

The number of deaths caused by consumption, in 1881, was 706. 
This is much the largest number ever reported in Rhode Island in 
any single year. 

Although the number is considerably larger than in any previous 
year, the proportion to the whole number of deaths, from given causes, 
is less than in many previous yeai-s, as may be seen in Table LIV, 
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The average annual proportion of a period of twenty years, previous 
to 1880, was 16.84 per cent. The jn^oportion in 1881 was 15.12 per 
cent. 

Sex, — Of the 706 deaths from consumption, in 1881, 308 were males, 
and 398 were females. There were 129 female decedents to each 100 
male decedents; or 43.6 males, and 56.4 females in each 100 decedents. 

There are, in every year, a considerably larger number of female 
decedents, from consumption, than of male decedents. 

During the ten years from 1872 to 1881, inclusive, the number of 
reported deaths from consumption, in Rhode Island, was 6,333. Of 
this number 2,792 were males, and 3,541 were females. 

There were, therefore, 127 females to each 100 male decedents; or 

44.1 males and 55.9 females in each 100 decedents. 

Parentage. — Of the 706 decedents from consumption, in 1881, 277 
were of American parentage, atid 429 of foreign parentage. 

The proportions were 155 of foreign to each 100 of American 
parentage; or 39.2 decedents of American parentage, and CO. 8 dece- 
dents of foreign, in each 100. 

The proportion of foreign parentage is much larger than ever 
previously reported. 

During the ten years from 1872 to 188J, inclusive, the whole num- 
ber of deaths from consumption, as reported, was 6,333. Of this 
number 2,963 were of American, and 3,370 were of foreign parentage. 

The proportions were, therefore, as follows: 113.7 of foreign paren- 
tage to each 100 of American; or 46.8 of American parentage, and 

53.2 of foreign in each 100 decedents. 

During the five years from 1877 to 1881, inclusive, the whole num- 
ber of deaths from consumption was 3,322. Of that number 1,434 
were of American, and 1,888 were of foreign parentage. 

There were 132 decedents of foreign parentage to each 100 of 
American; or 43.2 American, and 56.8 foreign in each 100 decedents. 

Season. — During the year 1881 the largest number of deaths from 
consumption, in any quarterly period, occurred in the third quarter. 
This circumstance is not in accordance with the rule of many years. 

The following summary will show the number in each quarterly 
period: 

First Quarter 175 Second Quarter Ig2 

Third Quarter. 194 Fourth Quarter ...165 

Total 706 

Contrary to rule, also, was the occurrence of the largest monthly 
number of deaths in August. Following August in the order of 
largest mortality were January, May, March, April and July. 
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111 1881, 377, or more than 53 per cent, of the whole number of 
deaths from consumption, were of persons between twenty and forty 
years of age. In order to show more concisely the relation of age to 
mortality, the following synopsis is presented: 

Age. No. of Deaths. 

Under 10 years of age 32 

Between 10 and 20 years 84 

Between 30 and 30 years 235 

Between 30 and 40 years 142 

Between 40 and 50 years ; 76 

Between 50 and 70 years 106 

Over 70 years ♦ 31 

Total 706 

The distribution of mortality from consumption, in the different 
sections of the State, is very unequal, not only in the percentage to 
the whole number of deaths in each section, but also in proportion to 
the population. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported knototi 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, 
in each of the iast sixteen years, and in tlie aggregate for a period of 
twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive: 
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The changes that occur from year to year, in the different divisions 
of the State, in regard to the number of specified causes of death, 
and the number and percentage from consumption, are concisely 
shown in Table LIV. 

The proportion of deaths from consumption, during 1881, to all 
deaths from given causes, was less in every division of the State, with 
the exception of Newport county, than the average during the period 
of twenty years. 

In comparison with the previous year, there were various changes. 

In Bristol county the proportion was 12.31 per cent., as against 
9.09 per cent, in 1880. In 1866 the proportion in this county was 
19.13 per cent. The average of twenty years was 13.45 per cent. 

Kent county reports the lowest proportion, in 1881, that was ever 
recorded. The ratio was 11.20 per cent., which is less than two- 
thirds the average proportion of twenty years. In 1868 and 1871 the 
proportions were more than twice as large. 

Newport county presents a percentage slightly in excess of the 
average of twenty years. The ratio was 14.74: per cent., as against 
10.49 per cent, in 1880. 

Providence county towns show a proportion of 15.16 per cent., as 
against 17.95 per cent, for the twenty year period. In 1867 the ratio 
was 23.28 per cent. 

Providence city shows the least variation of any section presented 
in Table LIV. In 1881, however, the percentage was larger than in 
any year since 1870. But the ratio of 1881, which was 16.15 per 
cent., is less than the average of twenty years. During the five years 
preceding 1871 the average proportion was 19.09 per cent. During 
the ten years from 1872 to 1881 inclusive, the proportion was 15.03 
per cent. 

Washington county has usually a large percentage of mortality 
from consumption, but during the last two years the proportion has 
greatly lessened. The lessened ratio has not been made by a larger 
number of deaths from other causes, but from a largely diminished 
number of deaths from consumption. 

During the ten years from 1870 to 1879, inclusive, the number of 
deaths from consumption, in Washington county, was 488, or an 
annual average of about 49. 

In 1880 the number was 33, and in 1881 the number was 30. 

The proportion in 1881 was 13.27 per cent., and the proportion 
during twenty years previous to 1880 was 19.08 per cent. 

There has also been a gradually lessening proportion of deaths from 
consumption in tJ^e whole State, during the last quarter of a century. 
The fluctuations of percentage one year with another, during the 
period of diminishing proportions, have been small in degree. 
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During the ten years from 1862 to 1871, inclusive, the average 
annual proportion of deaths from consumption was 18.33 per cent. 

During the ten years from 1872 to 1881, inclusive, the average 
annual proportion was 15.05 per cent. 

It will be noticed that the proportion of the whole State, 15.12 per 
cent., is less than that of the period of twenty years. 

CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

It will be understood that the preceding remarks have been in 
relation to the proportiofi of deaths from consumption, to the whole 
number of deaths from all specified causes. 

It may be of interest to ascertain the proportion of deaths from 
consumption, to the population, in the different divisions of the State. 

The results of 1879, 1880 and 1881 are based on the enumeration of 
the United States census of 1880. 

The results of the long period of nineteen years, and the periods of 
five years each, are based on the semi-decennial enumerations of 
population, by the State and National censuses. 



1879. 



Total Deaths 
from Coneumption. 

Bristol County 16 

Kent County 38 

Newport County 45 



Of population 
one in every 

718 

542 

538 



Of the 
population. 

.or.. 1.40 in each 1,000 

.or 1.84 in each 1,000 

or 1.86 in each 1,000 



Providence County, Towns 197 473 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

Providence City 293 358 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

Washington County 48 470 or 2.13 in each 1,000 



1880. 



Total Deaths 
from Consomption. 

Bristol County 19 

Kent County 45 

Newport County 34 



Of population 
one in every 

599 

458 

711 



Of the 
population. 

or 1.66 in each 1,000 

.or 2.18 in each 1,000 

or 1.40 in each 1,000 



Providence County, Towns 189 496 or 2.03 in each 1,000 

Providence City 322... 326 or 3.07 in each 1,000 

Washington County 33 681 or 1.50 in each 1,000 
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1881. 



Total DeathH 
from CouBumption. 

Bristol County 25 

Kent County 36 



Of population 
one in every 

456 

572 



Newport County 51 470 

Providence County, Towns 220 423 

Providence City 344 305. 

Washington County 30 749 

State 706 391. 

1860-1878. 



Of the 
Population. 

.or 2.19 in each 1,000 

.or 1.75 in each 1,000 

or 2.12 in each 1,000 

.or 2.36 in each 1,000 

.or 3.24 in each 1,000 

or 1.34 in each 1,000 

.or 2.56 in each 1,000 



NINETEEN YEARS. 



Yearly average. 

No. of deaths. 

Consumption. 

Bristol County 21.4 

Kent County 43.8 

Newport County 42.7 

Providence County, Towns. . . . 182.3 



Yearly average. 

Of population 
one in every 

442 

403.. 

492 

403 



Of the 
population. 

or 2.26 in each 1,000 

.or 2.48 in each 1,000 

or 2.03 in each 1,000 

.or 2.48 in each 1,000 



Providence City 229.0 349 or 2.87 in each 1,000 

Washington County 42.0 452 or 2.21 in each 1,000 



5 years, 

1865-1869. 

Of population 

one in every 

Bristol County 368 . . . . 

Kent County 340 

Newport County 440 



5 years, 

1870-1874. 

Of population 

one in every 

471 

432 

626 ... . 



Providence County, Towns 370 434 

Providence City 247 282. 

Washington County 461 427 . 

State 344 386. 



6 years, 3 years, 

1875-1879. 1819-1881. 

Of population Of population 

one in every one in every 

525 569 

535 514 

576 662 

397 460 

342 828 

394 608 

396 418 



The changes that occar, from year to year, in the j^^'oportion of the 
deaths from consumption to the population of the different divisions 
of the State, are very clearly shown in the summaries of the three 
single years, that is, 1879, 1880 and 1881. 

Thus it will be seen that Bristol county varied from one death by 
consumption in every 712 of the population, in 1879, to one in every 
599 in 1880, and one in every 456 in 1881. Kent county varied from 
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one in every 542, in 1879, to one in 458 in 1880, and one in every 572 
in 1881. It is evident that the results of single years are quite 
inconclusive, as regards the relative or absolute liability to consump- 
tion, of any division or population of the State. 

But the proportions to population, as ascertained by the averages 
of a series of years, afford conclusions which, if not absolutely exact, 
are, at least, very closely approximate thereto. 

In comparing the proportions of one division with another, there is 
a possibility of small error from the difference of movements in the 
population of the divisions, that is, the rapidity of increase or decrease 
of population. 

In each of the five year periods the proi)ortions are slightly larger 
than the actual population would warrant, the proportions being based 
upon the population ficcording to the semi decennial enumerations of 
the years, with which each of the periods commenced. 

CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION TO POPULATION BY PARENTAGE. 

On a previous page, there were given the proportions of death from 
consumption in the two general classes of parentage; that is, Ameri- 
can and foreign. The proportions there given and the comparisons 
made, were of the absolute number of deaths in each class from con- 
sumption, in relation to the combined or total population. 

It is now proposed to give the proportions of mortality from con- 
sumption, in each class of parentage, in relation to the separate 
population of each. 

The proportions are given for three periods of five years each, 
extending from 1865 to 1879 inclusive; and one period of two years, 
1880 and 1881; and are based on the population of each class at the 
commencement of each period. 

Persons who were the children of mixed marriages (i. e. American 
father and foreign mother, or vice versa) are classed with the parentage 
of the fathers. 

Deaths, by parentage, did not have separate consideration in the 
general reports previous to 1865. 

The populations of the two classes, at the commencement of the 
periods taken, were respectively as follows: 

1865. 1870. 1875. 1880. 

American Parentage 117,316 124,591 134,722 139.117 

Foreign Parentage. 67,649 92,762 123,517 137,414 

The number of deaths from consumption in each class of population 
respectively, in each term of years, were as follows: 

17 
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1865-1869. 1870-1874. 1875-1879, 1880-1881. 

No. deaths from No. deaths from No. deaths from No. deaths from 
Consumption. Consumption. Consumption. Consumption. 

American Parentage 1,575 1,507 1,499 564 

Foreign Parentage 1,114 1,301 1,780 784 

The following summary will show the mortality from consumption 
in each class, in proportion to the population of each : 

5 years, 5 years, 5 years, 2 years, 

186.5-1869. 1870-1874. 1875-1879. 1880-1881. 

DEATHS FROM CONSUMPTION 

Of population. One in every One in every One in every One in every 

Of American Parentage 878 413 449 493 

Of Foreign Parentage 803 356 347 351 

It will not fail to be observed how regularly the proportions of 
mortality from consumption, in the population of American parentage, 
have diminished during the last seventeen years. It will also be 
observed that the proportions of mortality from consumption, in the 
population of foreign parentage, diminished from the first to the 
second period, since which time the proportions in that population 
have not materially changed. 

The variations of the proportions of the mortality from consump- 
tion, in the two classes of population, may be presented in a different 
and perhaps clearer way, as follows: 

5 years, 5 years, 5 years, 2 years, 
1865-1869. 1870-1874. 1876-1879. 1880-1881. 

NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM CON SUMPTION 

Of population. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. 

Of American Parentage 26.8 24.2 22.3 20.2 

Of Foreign Parentage 33.0 28.1 26.0 28.5 

Total Population .29.1 26.0 25.2 23.9 

From the above statistics the inference is unavoidable that consump- 
tion, as a cause of death in Ehode Island, has gradually diminished 
since 1865. The facts shown by the statistics reasonably warrant the 
following conclusions: 

1. That consumption, in the total population of Ehode Island, 
has gradually lessened in frequency of occurrence, or that medical 
treatment has been more successful in its cure. 

2. That the lessened frequency, or more successful treatment of 
consumption, has been confined almost exclusively to the population 
of American parentage. 
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3. That the proportion of mortality from consumption has always 
been larger, in the population of foreign parentage. 

4. That the mortality from consumption, in the class of foreign 
parentage, has not diminished in proportion to the population of the 
same parentage, during the last twelve years. 

The following extract, from the late report of the city registrar of 
Providence, presents statistics and remarks, in respect to mortality 
from consumption in that city, quite in conformity with the foregoing: 

" But the true rate of mortality from consumption, in the two classes 
of the population, is best shown by a direct comparison of the number 
of deaths with the actual population. At four different periods, in 
Providence, we have had censuses showing the parentage of the 
population; and at the same periods we have had full and accurate 
reports of the decedents from consumption, by parentage. Taking 
these periods, and comparing the decedents from consumption by 
parentage with the population by parentage, we find the following 
results for the city of Providence: 

Population of American parentage. 

1866 One death from consumption in 268.2. 

1865 One death from consumption in 310.1. 

1875 One death from consumption in 415.0. 

1880 One death from consumption in 435.2. 

Population of Foreign parentage. 

1856 One death from consumption in 262.6. 

1865 One death from consumption in 248.8. 

1875 One death from consumption in 288.4. 

1880 One death from consumption in 268.0. ^ 

Total population. 

1856 One death from consumption in 266. 

1865 One death from consumption in 280. 

1875 One death from consumption in 336. 

1880. One death from consumption in 326. 

These figures show the following important facts: 

1. In the population of American parentage in Providence there 
has been a very remarkable change in the mortality from consump- 
tion, during the last twenty-five years. In 1856 there was, in this 
population, one death from consumption in 268.2; in 1880 there was 
only one death in 435.2. This decrease, as seen from the figures, has 
been continuous during the whole period. 
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2. Ill the population of foreign parentage, in Providence, the rate 
of mortality from consumption has changed only very slightly in the 
last twenty-five years. In 1856 the rate was one death in 262.6 of 
the population; in 1880 it was one in 268.0; and during this time it 
has been both slightly higher and lower than these rates. The rate 
of mortality from consumption, among the population of foreign 
parentage, in 1880, was almost precisely the same as the rate in the 
population of American parentage in 1856. 
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CONSUMPTION IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

Consumption as a cause of death has, as far back in years as com- 
parative registration of deaths reaches, shown a larger mortality in 
proportion to the population, in Massachusetts, than it has in Rhode 
Island. The proportions of the sexes of the decedents from that 
cause, in the two States, have not largely varied. 

The following summary will show the proportion of deaths, from 
consumption, to the living population in Massachusetts, during the 
different years named: 



Deaths from consumption in each 


1865. 


1870. 


1875. 


1879. 


1880. 


1881. 


10,000 of popnlation 


, . . . . . .tjO>c) 


..34.3.. 


84.7.. 


30.4. . , 


> • • • fj\3* o • • • 


. . . .31.5 



It will be seen that the proportional mortality, froni consumption, 
has diminished very considerably in Massachusetts, since 1865. 

CROUP. 

There were 101 decedents from croup, in Rhode Island, in 1881. 
The number is larger than ever before reported, with one exception. 
In 1876 the number was 102. 

Of the 101 decedents from croup, 45 were males; and 56 were 
females. The proportions were 80 males to each 100 females. 

There were 38 decedents of American parentage, and 63 of foreign 
parentage. The proportions were as 166 of foreign, to each 100 of 
American parentage. 

Of the 101 deaths from croup, 91 were of children under. 5 years of 
age; and 87 were reported from Providence county. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The number of decedents from diphtheria has varied much more, 
one year with another, than of the decedents from croup. 

The number reported in 1881 was 216. This number is considerably 
larger than that of the year 1880, which was 152. 

Of the 216, 106 were males; and 110 were females. 
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In regard to parentage, 118 decedents were of American; and 98 
were of foreign parentage; or 120 American to each 100 of foreign 
parentage. 

GROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

It has been customary to compare these diseases together, in their 
various rehitions, because of some resemblances in their pathological 
developments. 

The following Table has been presented by itself, from year to year, 
for the purpose of affording continuous comparisons of the two 
diseases from 1858, the year in which diphtheria was first reported 
as a cause of death. 

The Table shows the number of deaths and the sex of the decedents 
in Rhode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in each of the seven 
years, from 1858 to 1864 inclusive: 

Table LV. 





YEARS. 




CROUP. 




DIPHTHERIA. . 




Males. 


Females. 

34 
21 
30 
26 
39 
46 
57 


Total. 

69 
58 
57 
58 
73 
97 
105 

517 


Males. 

1 

10 
24 
66 
31 
73 
67 

272 


Females. 


Total. 


1858.. 
1859.. 


35 
37 
27 
32 
34 
51 
48 

264 


5 
10 
43 
74 
50 
82 
93 


6 
20 


1860 


67 


1861 


140 


1862 


81 


1868 


155 


1864.., 


160 




years 




Seven 


253 


357 


629 



The aggregate number of decedents from diphtheria, during the 
first five years of its prevalence in the State, were exactly the same as 
the total decedents from croup during the same period. During the 
succeeding two years, diphtheria had exceeded croup about fifty per 
cent. 

The following Table gives the number, the sex and the parentage 
of the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in Rhode Island, 
in eq,ch of the last sixteen years, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive: 
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Table LVI, 







CROOP 








DIPHTHERIA. 






i 1 '"■ 


~ 


i 

H 
SI 
90 
33 
33 

« 

69 
33 

166 
493 
4SS 
359 
IBS 


™ 


P^K«r.«.. 


YEAHS. 


•5 

III 
"i " 


1 


1 

1 


1 
1 


1 

Sfl 
M 

8 
IB 

sa 
a 

so 

lai 

73 
106 


BS 
17 

IK 

34 

3S 

K8 

188 
79 


!l 


1S65 


SO 

ss 

» 
S3 
» 

88 

se 
«i 

48 
SB 

S4 


83 
El 

» 

SS 
81 

3S 

88 

S4 

87 
88 


SS 

w 

88 

83 

BS 
«1 

39 

fi3 


xl m 


1887 

I8S8 


ao 

M 

W 

103 

ss 


2B 

IB 

39 
31 
30 
S9 
53 

4a 

58 


»| » 


1870 


St 

35 

87 


15 














1875 


IB 


1877 




1B7B 


76 


334 








"i " 


98 




,™J ™ 


SDB 


GIB 


7SS 


am 


1,(W 


1,136 


1,158 


1,080 


' ' 







The remarkable differeuee in the number of decedents one year with 
another, between croup and diphtheria, will hardly fail to be noticed. 
During the last seventeen years the largest number of deaths in any 
year, from croup, was 162, in 1876, and the smallest number was 30, 
in 18G8. 

During the same time, the vai'iation in the number of deaths from 
diphtheria, was from 30, in 1S68, to 49SJ, in 1877. 

Diphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1877, 
numbering only 152 in 1880, and 216 in 1881. 
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CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

Of the whole number of decedents from croup, during the twenty- 
four years from 1858 to 1881 inclusive, 896 were males, and 862 were 
females. 

During the seventeen years from 1865 to 1881, inclusive, the num- 
bers were 63 i males and 609 females. It will be seen that, although 
the mortality is largest among the males, the difference in proportion, 
about 104 males to each 100 females, is not large. 

During the same seventeen years the decedents from diphtheria 
numbered 1,082 males, and 1,136 females; or 105 females to each 100 
males, reversing the sex having the largest mortality in croup. 

Of the decedents from croup hy parentage, during the same period, 
516 were of American, and 725 were of foreign; or 71 American to 
each 100 of foreign parentage. 

Of the decedents from diphtheria hy parentage, during the same 
period, 1,158 were of American, and 1,060 were of foreign; or 109 
American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season, in regard to mortality from croup and 
diphtheria, may be seen in the following Table, continued from last 
year, where these diseases may also be compared with scarlatina, to 
which they bear resemblance in some respects. The Table will give 
the whole number of deaths during the periods named, and the 
average monthly and quarterly percentages of deaths from each 
disease: 
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Table LVII. 



MONTHS. 



CROUP. 

1858-1879. 



I Number 
'of Deaths. 



January 

February 

March. 

First Quarter . . 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quarter 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter.. 

October... 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter 
Totals 



228 
199 
160 



587 

130 
94 
90 



314 

58 

54 

116 



228 

196 
242 
272 



712 



1,841 



Per cent. 



12.88 

10.83 

8.67 

31.88 

7.06 
5.11 
4.89 



17.06 

3.15 
2.92 
6.31 



12.88 

10.76 
13.15 
14.77 



38.68 



100.00 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1868-1879. 



i Number 
of Deaths. 



221 

160 
183 



564 

134 
154 
157 



445 

118 
145 
216 



479 

324 
322 
285 



931 



2,419 



Per cent. 

9.13 
6.62 
7.57 

23.32 

5.54 
6.36 
6.49 



18.39 

4.88 
5.99 
8.93 



19.80 

13.39 
13.32 
11.78 



38.49 



100.00 



SCARLATINA. 
1853-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



416 
398 
367 



1,181 

306 
331 
315 



952 

215 
173 
179 

567 

250 
337 
466 

1,053 
3,753 



Per cent. 

11.08 

10.61 

9.78 



31.47 

8.18 
8.79 
8.39 



25.36 

5.72 
4.70 
4.70 

15.12 

6.66 

8.98 

12.41 

28.05 
100.00 



An examination of the preceding Table will show that season has a 
very decided and unmistakable influence upon the production of 
mortality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence 
of the same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the influence 
of season, and the variableness of the influence in the production of 
mortality from the three different diseases, may be found in a preceding 
Eegistration Eeport (the twenty-seventh). 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-seven years, from 1855 to 1881 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State, the number and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
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each division of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1881 inclusive, 
the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 

Table LVIII. 



YEARS. 



1855.... 

1856... 

1857..., 

1858.... 

1868.... 

I860.... 

1861.... 

1862.... 

1863.... 

1864.... 

1865.... 

1866.... 

1867.... 

1868.... 

1869.... 

1870.... 

1871.... 

1872.... 

1873. . 

1874... 

1875... 

18r6... 

1877..., 

1878... 

1879... 

1880... 

1881... 

Totals, 27 
years. 
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69 
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34 

31 

24 

25 

40 
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180 

15 

6 

47 

126 

37 

41 

22 
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231 

85 

34 

26 

41 

164 

215 

79 
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30 

99 

78 

116 

37 

33 

33 

22 

51 

146 

125 

13 

8 

46 

160 

38 

25 

31 
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46 

36 
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DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

There were 264 decedouts in Rhode Island, iti 1881, from diseases 
of the heart. 

Of the 20i, 131 were males, and 133 were females, The proportions 
have very seldom been so nearly equal. 

In regard to parentage, 154 were of American parentage, and 110 
were of foreign. 

Tlie proportions were 140 American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen years, 
1865 to 1881 inclnsive, the whole number of deaths in the State; the 
number and percentage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents 
from diseases of the heart, and the number of the same in each division 
of the State. 

Table LIX. 



DISEASES OP THE HEART. 
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Of the 2,821 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in the last 
seventeen years, 1,482 were males, and 1,339 were females; or 52.53 
males and 47.47 females in each 100; or 106.8 males to each 100 
females. 

The disproportions in relation to parentage of the decedents from 
diseases of the heart, during the seventeen years, are quite remarkable. 

Of the 2,821 decedents, during that period, 1,821 were of American 
parentage, and 1,000 of foreign parentage. 

The proportions would therefore stand as follows: 

To every 100 of foreign parentage there were about 182 of American; 
or 64.3 American, and 35.7 of foreign parentage in each 100 deaths. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from diseases 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last seventeen 
years: 

Table LX. 
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The results of seventeen years registration, with record of ages of 
decedents from diseases of the heart, show in periods of twenty years 
of life, the following percentages: 

Under 20 years of age 10.5 per cent. 

Between 20 and 40 16.3 per cent. 

Between 40 and 60 26.2 per cent. 

Between 60 and 80 40.6 per cent. 

Over 80 6.1 per cent. 

Not stated j 0.3 per cent. 

It will be seen that nearly one half of all the deaths from diseases 
of the heart, were of persons over sixty years of age. 

Diseases of the heart have acquired large importance as a cause of 
death. It was third in the order of largest mortality, in 1881. 

PNEUMOKIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

It is seldom that inflammation of the lungs is not second in the 
order of largest mortality, in any year. 

The number of deaths from this cause, reported in 1881, was 327. 
This number has been exceeded in several previous years. The pro- 
portion to whole number of deaths, in 1881, was 6.5 per cent. In 
1875 the proportion was 9.3 per cent. 

Of the 327 decedents from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, 
177 were males, and 150 were females. The proportions were 118 
males to each 100 females. 

By parentage there were 190 of American, and 137 of foreign 
parentage. 

The proportions were 122.8 of American, to each 100 of foreign 
parentage. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen years, 
the whole number of deaths reported in Ehode Island; the number 
and the percentage, with the sex and the parentage of the decedents 
from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, and the number in each 
year, in each division of the State: 
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The diflei'ence iii the proportions of the sexes of the i 
from pneumonia, during the period of seventeen years, is not large, 
that is, 104 females to each 100 males. 

The large proportion of deeedents in the male population, during 
1881, was a very unusual occurrence. 

Of pai'entage, there were 130 of American, to each 100 of foreign 
parentage. 

We may reasonably infer, from the facts presented, that, taking 
into consideration the population of each of the classes of sex and 
parentage, the female sex, and the population of American parentage, 
have been more liable to the disease, or that they have been less able 
to resist fatal results. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen yeara, the 
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number of decedents in Rhode Island from pneumonia and congestion 
of the lungs, in each of the several periods of life: 

Table LXII. 



YEARS. 



1866.. 
1866.. 
1867.. 
1868 . 
1869.. 
1870.. 
1871 . 
1872.. 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1875.. 
1876.. 
ISTT.. 
1878 . 
1879.. 
1880 . 
1881.. 

Total. 
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Of the whole number of deaths from pneumonia during seventeen 
years, that is, 4-,318, there were 1,461 decedents of four years of age 
and under, or 33.8 per cent. There were, during the same time, 1,271 
decedents of fifty years of age and over. 

These facts do not prove that pneumonia, as a disease, prevails to 
the same extent in persons under five and over fifty years of age, but 
that the very young and the more advanced in life have less recuper- 
ative vigor, less vital resistance, and consequently more largely fall 
victims to the disease. It is also true that the same physical weakness 
renders the same classes more liable to attacks of pneumonia, and that 
in proportion to the population of each class the prevalence of the 
disease is larger in each, than in other periods of life. 
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TYPHOID FEVER. 

The number of deaths iu Ehode Island, in 1881, reported under tho 
general title of " Fevers," was 143. This number is 15 leas than in 
1880, and 39 more than in 18'i'9. The number includes all reported 
under the following specific terms: "Bilious," Si; "Gastric," 3; "Re- 
mittent,"9; "Intermittent," 1; "Typhoidor Typhus," 115; "Fever," 
13. It is probable that nearly all fevei-s oecurriug in Rhode Island 
are essentially typlioid, the type being modified by a variety of cir- 
cumstances. Of course the lerm is not designed to cover all febrile 
states, dependent on malaria or a variety of acute and chronic inflam- 
mations. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last seventeen years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State; the number and the percentage, 
and the sex and parentage of the decedents from fevers, and the num- 
ber in each division of the State: 

Table LXIII. 
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During 1881 the number of decedents fiom "Fever" was not only 
less than ia 1880, but the percentage to whole number of deaths was 
very considerably smaller. 

The proportion of the sexes was not in accordance with the rule of 
late years, the number of males being in excess of females. 

The proportions were 107.3 males, to each 100 females. , 

In regard to parentage, the diflerence was less than in the aTerage 
of yeai's, the proportions standing 107.3 Americdn, to each lOO of 
foreign parentage. 

During the period of seventeen years the proportions of the sexes 
of the decedents, from "Fever," were 108,4 females, to each 100 
males; or 53 females and 48 males in each 100 decedents. 

During the same period the proportions of the decedents, by paren- 
tage, were 138.4 of American, to each 100 of foreign parentage; or 
58 of American parentage and 43 of foreign, in each 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last seventeen years, in the 
State of Rhode Island: 

Table LXIV. 
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COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following Table shows the percentage of total mortality from 
specified causes, resulting from several prominent causes, as reported 
in 1881, in the whole State, and in the several divisions of the State; 
and also the percentages of the same causes in the whole State, in 
1880 and 1879: 

Table LXV. 



CAUSES OP DEATH. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County, 
Towns. 


Nev^-port 
City. 
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City. 
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County; 


Whole State, 
1881. 


Whole State, 
1880. . 


Whole State, 
1879. 
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Kidneys, Diseases of 


3.45 


1.60 


.85 


1.31 


.96 


2.25 


.44 


1.69 


2.02 


1.88 


Liver, Diseases of 


.Uo 


.64 


1.71 


1.75 


.48 


1.06 


1.33 


.92 


1.20 


1.17 


Marasmus 


3.45 
5.91 

4.93 






1.31 

7.86 

3.93 


.55 
6.41 

5.58 


1.60 
3.38 

8.17 


4.43 
9.73 


1.11 
5.29 

7.01 


1.27 
5.95 

7.90 


1.16 


Old Age 


7.66 
7.35 


15.38 
6.84 


5.22 


Pneumonia and Congestion of 
the Lungs 


7.37 


Scarlatina 


5.42 


7.99 


3.42 


3.49 


2.82 


2.11 


1.77 


2.96 


9.99 


7.37 







It will be understood that the above percentages are not the propor- 
tions to the population of each division, but to the number of deaths 
from named causes in each. 

These percentages vary considerably, from year to year, as might 
reasonably be expected. As, for instance, if there should be the same 
number of deaths from consumption, in any division, for two or more 
consecutive years, the percentages might vary considerably, from the 
increased or decreased number of decedents from other diseases. 

19 
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An examination of the Table will show that accidents were the 
cause of a larger proportional number of deaths, in Newport county 
towns, than in any other division of the State. The absence in those 
towns of large manufacturing industries, where accidents more fre- 
quently happen, would seem to make the statement quite imi)rob!ible. 
But the number of accidental deaths in those towns, in 1881, was 
only six. Five of these were from drowning. The whole number of 
deaths, from all known causes, was 117. It will, therefore be readily 
seen that the proportion of 6 to 117 is 5.12 per cent. 

Apoplexy, consumption, fevers, and old age, also, show larger pro- 
portions in those towns, because of the smaller number of deaths from 
cholera infantum, diphtheria, diseases of the heart, scarlatina, &c. 

In proportion to jDopulation, the number of deaths from all causes 
is, in nearly if not quite every year, smaller in those towns than in 
any other division of the State. 

An examination of the three last columns of the Table will show 
the variations that have occurred in the percentages of diseases, during 
the last three years, in the whole State. 

It will be seen that but very few causes of death have maintained a 
nearly uniform or fixed ratio, and some have varied very largely in 
the whole State, as well as in the several divisions. 

Of the latter, the diseases that frequently occur epidemically are in 
point. Scarlatina shows a very large falling off, tliat is, from 9.91) 
per cent., in 1880, to 2.96 per cent, in 1881. 

Diphtheria increased in prevalence and fatality, during 1881, showing 
a mortality percentage of 4.63, as against 3.40 per cent, in 1880. 

Diseases of the heart belong in the first named class, as having an 
approximately fixed proportion. But diseases of the heart, though 
not increasing rapidly in regular prevalence and as a cfiuse of death, 
are nevertheless assuming larger proportions from year to year. 

The following summary will show the changes^ that have occurred, 
during the last six years, in the percentage of diseases of the heart to 
total mortality from given causes: 

1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 1877. 1876. 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
DiBeases of the Heart 5.68 5.03 4.78 3.92 4.38 4.25 

Taking the whole year, there was no largely increased number of 
fatal diseases prevailing in the State, in 1881. In two localities 
diphtheria was epidemically prevalent in a severe form, and scarlet 
fever was somewhat prevalent in Kent county. 

The increased number of deaths reported, is believed to be the 

result of more complete returns. 

C. H. F. 
December, 1882. 



APPENDIX. 



The Registration Lawsof Rhode Island. 



PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAPTER 85. 



OF THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or any person whom the 
board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town may appoint for 
that purpose, shall obtain chronologically record and index, as required by the 
forms prescribed by section three of this chapter, all information concerning 
births, marriages and deaths occurring among the inhabitants of their respective 
towns; and on or before the first Monday in March, annually, shall make duly 
certified returns thereof to the secretary of the state board of health for the year, 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding, accompanying the 
same with a list of the persons required by law to make returns to them, who 
have neglected to do so, and with such remarks relating to the object of this 
chapter as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The secretary of the state board of health shall receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, make a general ab- 
stract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section three of this chapter, 
and publish not exceeding one thousand copies thereof. Said returns, after such 
report is prepared, shall be deposited in the office of the secretary' of state, who 
shall cause the same to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the names to 
be made, and the whole to be bound in volumes of convenient size, and carefully 
preserved in his office. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter, 
shall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of the state board of health to 
clergymen, physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of meetings of the So- 
ciety of Friends and other persons requiring them, substantiall}' as follows: The 

record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the 
child, whether born alive or stillborn, the name and surname, color, occupation, 
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residence and birthplace of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as the 
same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of the 
marriage, place, name, residence and official station of the person by whom mar- 
ried, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and residence of 
each, condition, that is whether single or widowed, what marriage, that is 
whether first, second, third or other marriage, the occupation, birthplace and 
name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascer- 
tained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and surname of 
deceased, the sex, color and condition, whether single or married, age, occupa- 
tion, place of death, place of birth, names and birthplace of parents, disease, or 
cause of death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

Sec. 4. Every meeting of the Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others 
authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such 
rite performed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same for 
the last preceding month, on or before the second Monday of every month, to the 
town clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; and no 
marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to 
the person about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a meeting of the Society of 
Friends, a certificate containing the information required for the record of a 
marriage, as prescribed by this chapter. 

Sec. 5. The town clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of Janu- 
ary, collect the information required by this chapter, in relation to all children 
born in the town during the year ending on the thirty -first day of December next 
preceding. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-born child shall be 
brought forth in this State, 'the physician attending at such bringing forth or last 
sickness, if any physician so attended, shall within forty-eight hours after such 
death or bringing forth, leave with the family, if any, or person having the care 
of the deceased, or the person bringing forth such still-born child, or give to the 
undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating in case of a 
death the nanie of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause 
of the death, and in case of the bringing forth of a still-born child, the date and 
the cause of such child being brought forth still-born. 

Sec. 7. Every town council may appoint a sufficient number of persons to act 
as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of such council. 

Sec. 8. No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or bury or de- 
posit in a tomb, or remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of 
any deceased person or still-born child, unless he shall first obtain the physician's 
certificate required by section six of this chapter, if a physician was in attend- 
ance upon such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth such 
still-born child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the 
information required by section three of this chapter, to the town clerk of the 
town where such death or bringing forth took place. 
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Sec. 9. Any town may make ordinances, more effectually to attain the ob- 
jects herein contemplated. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for 
each record of a death made aod returned as required by law, and for each record 
of a marriage made and returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to 
them out of their respective town treasuries: Provided, that the yearly compensa- 
tion to be paid out of the town treas\iry as aforesaid, to any one town clerk or 
person appointed as aforesaid, who shall perform the duties prescribed by this 
chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making re- 
turns of deaths as required by section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each 
full report of a death made to the town clerk, five cents, in the cities of Provi- 
dence and Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of the State. 

Sec. 11. Every clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other person, who shall wilfully neglect or 
refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this 
chapter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence, one-half 
thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one-half 
thereof to the use of the person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. Every clergymanj physician, coroner, undertaker or clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be 
recorded in the town clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted 
by any court of probate, upon the estate of any person, until the death of such 
person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as 
near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The town clerks of the several towns, the city clerk of the city of 
Newport, and the city registrar of the city of Providence, shall have the custody 
of all records of births, deaths and marriages of their respective towns, whether 
made under the statutes now in force or any former statute, and a certificate 
signed by them, certifying that any written or printed statement of any marriage, 
birth or death is a true copy of the record in their custody, shall be admitted as 
evidence of such marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents in the returns, by being ajranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of the state board of health may, from time to time, 
vary the forms of returns, and require such additional information as he may 
consider necessary to accomplish the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter to collect, 
record and return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees therefor as fol- 
lows: For making record and return of these facts as required bylaw, twenty cents 
each for the first fifty entries in each calendar year, and ten cents each for each sub- 
sequent entry and return; to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 
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Sec. 18. The town clerks of the several towns, or other persons appointed 
under this chapter to collect the births in the several towns, shall annually in the 
month of January, collect the facts concerning the births within their respective 
towns, required by this chapter; and shall so far as practicable, at the same time 
collect the names of all persons liable to be enrolled in the militia, as required 
by title thirty-four; and the census of all persons between the ages of five and 
fifteen years inclusive, as provided by chapter fifty; and shall receive therefor 
such compensation as the town council or the board of aldermen of their respec- 
tive towns or cities shall determine: Provided, that the city of Providence shall 
be exempt from so much of the provisions of this section as relates to the collec- 
tion of the statistics of births. 

Sec. 19. Blanks for the foregoing purposes shall be furnished, on applica- 
tion therefor, on or before the first day of December in the year preceding, by the 
state board of health, for the collection of births, by the adjutant-general, for 
the taking of the enrolled militia, and by the commissioner of public schools, for 
the census aforesaid. 

Sec. 20. The person or persons who shall discharsje the duties required by 
section eighteen of this chapter, if other than the town clerk, shall mnke full 
return thereof to the town clerk of his or their town, on or before the tenth day 
of February next following. 

Sec. 21. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in 
relation to divorces, to the secretary of the state board of health, or a prepared 
abstract thereof, shall be published in the annual report on the births, marriages 
and deaths in the State. 



CHAPTER 198. 

OF DIVORCES. 

Section 5. The clerks of the supreme court in the several counties, shall 
make returns to the secretary of the state board of health, on or before the first 
day of March, in each and every year, for the 5^ear ending on the thirty-first day 
of December preceding, of all the applications for divorce, showing the number, 
the number granted, and the causes which are given for the application, but 
without the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which shall be 
furnished them by the secretary of the state board of health. 
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CHAPTER 83. 

OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
appoint six persons, two from the county of Providence, and one from each of 
the other counties, wiio shall constitute the state board of health, one of whom 
shall be appointed in each year for the term of six years from the first day of 
July. Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the remainder of the term. 
Of the persons so appointed, at least three shall be well educated physicians and 
members of some medical society incorporated by the state. The governor may 
remove any member for cause, at any time, upon the written request of two. 
thirds of the board. 

Sec. 2. The board shall take cognizance of the interests of life and health 
among the citizens of the state. They shall make investigations into the causes 
of disease, and especially of epidemics and endemics among the people, the 
sources of mortality, and the eifects of localities, employments, conditions and 
circumstances on the public health, and shall faithfully do all in their power to 
ascertain the causes and the best means for the prevention of diseases of every 
kind in the state. They shall publish and circulate, from time to time, such in- 
formation as they may deem to be important and useful for diffusion among the 
people of the state, and shall investigate and give advice in relation to such sub- 
jects relating to the public health, as may be referred to them by the general 
assembly, or by the governor when the general assembly is not in session. 

Sec. 3. The state board of health shall also investigate the subject of diseases 
among cattle or other animals. 

Sec. 4. The board shall meet in the city of Providence once in three months, 
and as much oftener as they may deem necessary. No member of the board, 
except the secretary, shall receive any compensation for his services; but the 
actual personal expenses of any member, while engaged in the duties of the 
board, shall be paid by the state 

Sec. 5. The board shall elect a well qualified physician as their secretary, who 
shall be ex-officio a member of the board, the commissioner of public health, and 
state registrar, but he shall not be permitted to vote on any question in which he 
is personally interested, or be entitled to any additional compensation for mileage 
or expenses. 

Sec. 6. The secretary of the said board shall make inquiry from time to 
time, of the clerks of town and local boards of health, and practicing physi- 
cians, in relation to the prevalence of any disease, or knowledge of any known 
or generally believed source of disease, or causes of general ill-health, and also 
in relation to the proceedings of the said boards of health, in respect to acts for 
the promotion and protection of the public health, and also in relation to diseases 
among domestic animals in their several towns and localities respectively; and 
the said clerks of town and local boards of health, and the said practicing phy- 
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sicians, shall give such information, in reply to said inquiries, of such facts an^ 
circumstanceis as shall have come to their knowledge. 

Sec. 7. The secretary shall perform and superintend the work prescribed fo ^ 
said board by law, and such other duties as the board may require, and he shall 
receive such salary, not in excess of twelve hundred dollars annually, as the 
board may determine. He shall hold his office during the pleasure of the board, 
and may be removed at any regular meeting, by a majority vote of the members 
thereof. 

Sec. 8. The governor shall provide a suitable office for the board in the city 
of Providence, and the actual expenses of the board and of the members thereof, 
when certified by the chairman and approved by the governor, shall be paid from 
the state treasury. 

Sec. 9. The board shall make a report in print to the general assembly, an- 
nually, of its proceedings during the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December next preceding, with such suggestions in relation to the sanitary 
laws and interests of the state as they shall deem important. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MARRIAGE IN RHODE ISLAND. 



TITLE XX, CHAPTER 163, PUBLIC STATUTES. 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and declare 
marriages within prohibited degrees, null and void. 

Section 4 makes an exception in favor of Jews, within the degrees of affinity 
or consanguiniiy allowed by their religion. 

Section 5 declares the marriage of persons having a husband or wife living, 
and of idiots or of lunatics, absolutely void. 

Sec. 6. "Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who 
shall be domiciled in this State, and either justice of the supreme court, may join 
persons in marriage in any town of the State." (It will be seen that clergymen 
from other States cannot solemnize marriagea in Rhode Island. Marriages solem- 
nized in Rhode Island, by clergymen living out of the State, are null and void.) 

Section 7 defines what shall be understood by the term " religious denomina- 
tion," within the meaning of the preceding section. 

Sec. 8. Wardens in the town of New Shoreham, may join persons in mar- 
riage in said town. 

Section 9 provides that no minister, elder, magistrate or warden shall join 
persons in marriage, unless such persons, if residents of this State, shall first pre- 
sent a certificate properly executed and signed by the town or city clerk or city 
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registrar of the town or city in which each of such persons shall reside, and if 
not residents of this State, then from the town or city clerk or registrar of the town 
or city in which the marriage shall be solemnized, to the effect that the said town 
or city clerk or registrar has duly recorded the intention of marriage between the 
parties named in the certificate, and no town or city clerk or city registrar shall 
issue such certificate to any minor or person under guardianship, unless the con- 
sent in writing of the parent or guardian shall have been first obtained. 

Section 10 provides that every Society of Friends, and every person author- 
ized to join persons in marriage shall certify upon the certificate required in 
section nine of this chapter, the time when and the place where the marriage 
shall have been solemnized by him, and shall on or before the second Monday of 
every month return the certificate of every marriage solemnized by him during 
the last preceding month, to the clerk or registrar of the town or city in which 
such rite shall have been performed. 

Section 11 forbids the solemnization of the marriage ceremony, by any person, 
when lawful objection is made thereto in writing, until such lawful objection be 
removed. 

Sections 12, 18 and 14 provide that any person who shall join persons in mar- 
riage contrary to, or in violation of, chapter 163 of the Public Statutes, shall be 
imprisoned not exceeiing six months, or fined not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 15. The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two wit- 
nesses at least, besides the minister, elder or magistrate officiating. 

Section 16 relates to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, 
making them valid if in accordance with the forms, rites and ceremonies of the 
same, respectively. 

Section 17 provides that any persons joined in marriage in this State, who 
have neglected to comply with the law as set forth in the preceding sections , 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding six months, or fined not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars. 



